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goal of international cooperation called for by Agenda 21. Although

' ' i ) the CSD had been created to review the implementation of Agenda

/l | n k ag e S /J 0 u r n a I/ 21, it too often had become the battleground to re-fight carefully

' structured Rio compromises between the North and the South.

Although international cooperation on Agenda 21 implementa-

/ITOPIC tion had stalled since Rio, UN reports prepared in preparation for
UNGASS showed that the world had changed dramatically since the
Earth Summit. The most momentous development since Rio was the
rapid globalization of the economy entailed by astonishing increases

IMAKING CSD WORK in private foreign investment. UN reports prepared for UNGASS
concluded that large increases in private sector led growth had be-
Donald A. Brown come both the source of great hope of many of the world’s poorest

people and the cause of concern for others.

Because many poor people around the world had seen real in-
creases in their standard of living due to foreign private investment,
these large increases in world-wide finance since Rio were seen by
Note: The opinions expressed in this article are Mr. Brown’s andmany as the best promise to alleviate the suffering of the more than

Program Manager, United Nations Organizations
United States Environmental Protection Agency

don’t necessarily reflect the position of the U.S. government. one billion people still living in absolute poverty. Yet, others were
concerned about these trends because public foreign aid had actually
I. Backwards from Rio decreased since Rio and some of the world’s poorest people were no

As the United Nations General Assembly Special Session (UNDenefiting from private sector led growth. Moreover, huge increases
GASS) on the five-year review of Rio came to a close in the earlyn private sector fore_lgn investment worried many because evidence
hours of Saturday, June 28, 1997, many weary delegates were wof-galloping inthat private sector led growth may be exacerbating the
dering whether the spirit of Rio had been mortally wounded. Atglobal enV|ro.nmer.1taI degradation of forests, biodiversity, climate,
about 12:20 am, summing up the gloomy mood that had gained m&ceans and fisheries.
mentum during the last week of UNGASS, General Assembly Pres- Therefore, the gridlock blocking forward movement on the inter-
ident Razali Ismail reluctantly conceded that this was not the time toational sustainable development path that was so apparent at UN-
paper over the cracks in the celebrated “global partnership” for su$sASS was seen by many as a truly tragic development because this
tainable development and pretend that things were better than thejandoff was neither in the North or South’s interest. This is so be-
are. This was a time for a “sober assessment,” an “honest acknowdause evidence has been mounting that future generations in bott
edgment that progress to operationalize sustainable development re&sh and poor countries alike will suffer from a degraded environ-
mains insufficient,” and an acknowledgment that “enormousment unless Rio’s call for new international cooperation on sustain-
difficulties of overcoming short-term and vested interests” wereable development is taken seriously.

blocking implementation of Agenda 21. The conflict between rich and poor nations on the how to move

At the very close of UNGASS sometime after 1:00 am, many disforward will not disappear overnight. Yet, there are reforms in how
heartened delegates were troubled because the UNGASS text h@®D does its work that should be implemented immediately to move
not only failed to make progress on many important issues but o@SD discussions off their unproductive track. These reforms should
some may have actually weakened Agenda 21 objectives. be enacted even if the political conflict endures, because a better un-

Although significant progress in implementation of Agenda 21derstanding of the issues in contention is likely a precondition for the
had been achieved on few issues 21 since Rio, an acrimonio@§sperately needed political sea change. As explained in more detai
North-South debate over the content of a political statement in thi&ter, significant confusion exists in CSD disputes about the nature
last few days of UNGASS was viewed by many as an another imof many fundamental CSD issues and the reforms suggested in this
portant but failed opportunity to make progress toward a sustainabgticle should help to diminish the confusion. Needed reforms in-
future. Despite some notable successes since Rio in the creation@gde several procedural reforms and changes in substantive focus.
over 100 national sustainable development bodies, the initiation of 1l. Needed Procedural Reforms

1800 local Agenda 21s worldwide, and the entry into force of sever- Not everything that came out of UNGASS could be construed as
al treaties, disputes between the developed and developing worlgfailure. Among other positive developments, UNGASS produced
over such issues of finance, technology transfer, law, and capacityrefocused five-year work plan for CSD that held potential of avoid-
building continued to prevent meaningful international agreemening abstract debates between the North and the South that had sc
on further action to implement Agenda 21. plagued CSD negotiations. Increasingly unfocused debates over
Attendees at CSD meetings could see that a handful of nationggue terms not tied to any specific problems dominated CSD meet-
had taken agenda 21 quite seriously, others had made promisiigs.
starts, many had never moved far out of the starting blocks, and few After Rio, other than in informal dialogue sessions, CSD fol-
of the poorer nations had openly proclaimed that sustained econonfbwed a work plan that left little time for meaningful discussion on
ic growth rather than sustainable development was the national gogpecific sustainable development problems nor provided an oppor-
they intended to pursue. Of particular concern to many delegategnity to review controversial chapters within the context of con-
was the collapse in North-South cooperation, a keystone concept étete problems. That is so because under the work plans for
Agenda 21. CSD-2,-3 and -4, all cross-sectoral issues were reviewed each yeat
Many negotiators had hoped to reinvigorate the spirit of Rio atind each sectoral issue was reviewed on three year cycles. This
UNGASS but feared that the CSD had become the hospice for thaeant, for instance, that the very abstract idea of capacity building
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would be reviewed each year without being tied to some strategic vistrategic approach, CSD preparatory and decision documents shoulc
sion of what types of capacity building were needed to solve conbe organized like a strategic plan. A strategic plan should, a mini-
crete sustainable development problems. As a result, the CSmDum, contain the following elements:

debate over capacity building was virtually guaranteed to be one in (1) Problem Definition. The problem definition section should
which the North and the South would fight over any language thainclude descriptions of the scale of the problem and its known caus-
could possibly enlarge or reduce obligations. es. For global problems such as biodiversity or climate change, that
As a result, negotiations not only produced nothing meaningfulre difficult to succinctly summarize the scale of the problem and its

on these issues but also resulted in the vaguest “weasel” words beinguses, this section should identify the underlying documents that
inserted again and again when inevitable conflicts arose. As shouklipport any abbreviated problem definition. When the scale or caus-
have been expected, North and South negotiators tried to keep all e of a problem are not clearly understood, this should be stated as
their options open and all of their interests protected when the CSpart of the problem definition.

discussed the cross-sectoral issues of finance, technology transfer, (2) Goals and Objectives.This section should identify the
capacity building, and sustainable production and consumption pagrogress that should be made on the problems under consideration.

terns. o (3) Analysis of Who is Working on the Problem In addition to
CSD-2 through 4 agendas also allowed little time for debate angecognition of national responsibilities for solving the problem un-
resolution of major substantive issues such as atmosphere and togiér consideration, this section of the document should identify

waste. Typically, two days were allocated for major substantive iswhich international institutions or organizations are working on the
sues such as these. This process also assured the most superfigi@lhlem and the scope of their responsibility.

coverage of complex substantive issues. (4) Barriers and Opportunities to Making Progress. This sec-

At UNGASS a decision was made to re-focus future CSD's protion of the document should identify the barriers and opportunities
gram of work on just a few issues. In 1998, the major issues to bgyr making progress on implementation of the Agenda 21 objectives.
considered at CSD-6 are freshwater and industry with capacity (5) Strategies to Attain Objectives This section should identify

building, education and awareness, science, small island developings 'specific steps that will be taken by specific actors to solve the
states, and technology transfer also being considered. Althougf,qpiem or reach objectives.

CSD-6 was viewed by many to be a potential turning point for CS - . . .
because of the opportunity to have a more focused, less abstract djs- (6)hDe%cr|pt|o_n Orf] How Eesﬁlts will I|3e I\?Ionltorec.j. Th'ﬁl Zec- |
cussion, experience in the recently completed intersessional makﬂ;gn should specify how and when results of strategies will be eval-
it apparent that further reform is necessary to assure that CSD diglatEd' o . L
cussions are focused on moving CSD toward Agenda 21 implemen- B- Disciplined Drafting of CSD Decisions

tation. CSD discussions have often wasted enormous amounts of time

Much of the five-day freshwater discussion during the recent inf€inventing carefully negotiated language in Agenda 21 or prior
tersessional was consumed by issues already agreed to in ChapterdgP decisions. Moreover, often negotiators appear to be unaware of
of Agenda 21 and the decision on freshwater agreed to at UNGASR/ior CSD decisions or the text of Agenda 21 on matters in contro-
the year before. For example, at the intersessional there was pré€sy- As a result, proposals are often made that invite endless dis-

even though CSD-5 had decided that: the past and for which no further political progress is likely.

[W]ater is a social and economic good with a vital role in satis- Although nations need to retain the right to reopen issues in
faction of basic human needs, food security, poverty alleviation and9enda 21 where there are appropriate grounds for doing so, unless
protection of ecosystems. Economic valuation of water should bB€gotiators are aware of the text of prior decisions, they are likely to
seen within the context of its social and economic implications, recontinue to raise issues that often have already been decided afte

flecting the importance of meeting basic human needs. ong and painful negotiation.

Even though all nations had agreed at CSD-5 that CSD-6 should In addition, without careful reference to prior text, new decisions
develop a “strategic approach” to for implementation of “strategies@re likely to create inconsistencies between new and old decisions.
to solve the world’s serious and growing freshwater problems, the [iCSD should develop a method of easily retrieving CSD decisions by
on’s share of the discussion in the recently concluded intersessiongibiect matter so that they can quickly be retrieved during negotia-

was focused on abstract principles rather than concrete implement#@ns. Unless CSD decisions are capable of being retrieved easily
tion steps. and understood in terms of how they supplement or modify Agenda

A. Recasting CSD Procedures To Encourage Strategic ImpIe-21’ they will remain unknown and.V|r.tuaIIy useless.. o )
mentation For these reasons, CSD must insist on more disciplined drafting

eo_f new decisions and require that all proposed and final texts: (1) de-

Almost all observers agree that CSD should be focused on imple-_. o .
mentation of Agenda 21, not re-negotiation of its text. Yet, the ex_s_cr]be how it elther amgnds or adds to Agenda 21 or prior .CSD d_e-
isions, and (2) is consistent, to the maximum extent possible, with

isting CSD process is an extraordinarily poor one for moving towar tvle and format of Agenda 21
implementation. Although CSD staffs have prepared some excelle Qe sy e-a . 0 a. ofAgenda :
reports that should have been used in a more productive manner, ne-In @ similar fashion, a master index should be prepared of all

gotiations have rarely been focused on steps needed to move towdt@st-Rio conferences including Stockholm, Beijing, Cairo, and
a strategic implementation of Agenda 21. Istanbul. Only those that have participated in these conferences are

pknowledgeable about what was decided at these conferences a

A strategic approach to problem solving entails examining pro X e ;
lems under consideration in a way that allows for identification ofWhICh decisions were made that supplement Agenda 21. The deci-

. igns of these conferences are likely to be forgotten unless retrieval
steps that have real potential to change the status quo. To ensur%}?lsubject matter is made easy. CS)I/I) negotia?ions often get bogged
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down onissues about which agreement had been reached in post-Rigs could appoint informal groups comprised of adverse parties and
sustainable development conferences. other interested parties to identify barriers to and opportunities for
The CSD should also not renegotiate decisions arrived at in othépoving forward. These informal groups should then report back to
international fora. CSD has often allowed itself to become the battléarger negotiating groups.
ground for wars that have been concluded agreeably in other venues.lll. Substantive Reform
One recent example was a protracted CSD debate on the science o mplementation of the procedural reforms mentioned above
climate change that took place about six months after the IPCC reshould eventually lead to a shift in the subject matter discussed in
port on this issue was concluded. CSD meetings. That is, for instance, a move toward more of a stra-
To implement these recommendations in CSD negotiations, thiegic approach to solving existing problems should lead to a more
CSD Secretariat should prepare a report before each CSD meetifarused discussion of causes of existing problems and potential so-
that identifies relevant CSD decisions, relevant text from post-Ridutions. In addition to these procedural reforms, there are a number
conferences and other international fora along with a set of instrumf changes in CSD substantive focus that are important to make CSD
tions that stipulate that new proposals should identify how it amenda relevant player on the world stage.
other relevant text. A. Expand Finance Focus to Include Both Private Sector Led
C. Create Informal Dialogue Sessions Between Adverse PartiesFinance and ODA on Specific Issues

CSD has often devoted part of its annual agenda to informal dia- CSD discussions on finance should be expanded to examine the
logue sessions at which major groups or nations report progress appropriate role of both public and private sector finance of sustain-
implementing Agenda 21. Negotiations on CSD decisions, howevenble development. This needs to be done because CSD has often be
have usually been conducted in formal negotiations from the begirsome mired in outdated rhetoric about financing sustainable
ning. While many observes see the discussions in the informal dialevelopment. Thatis, the CSD has usually been stranded on the san
logue sessions to be of considerable value, the negotiations on tbar of official direct assistance (ODA) and has ignored the growing
way forward have too frequently bogged down in fights over ab+role and questions associated with the sustainablity of private sector
stract language. led growth.

Any negotiation process should provide opportunity for the par- In CSD negotiations, the South usually refuses to agree on new
ties to exchange ideas, concerns, and understanding of issues ungesposals unless the North agrees to provide new and additional fi-
consideration in a safe setting. Successful negotiators search for gmancial resources. In these negotiations, the South argues that the de
lutions where all parties benefit. To structure universally acceptableeloped world has failed to live up to the provision at Section 33.13
solutions, opportunities for sharing of concerns and interests must luf Agenda 21 which states:
built into the negotiation process. Existing CSD procedures provide Developed counties reaffirm their commitments to reach the ac-
little opportunity for frank and focused sharing of concerns betweegepted United Nations target of 0.7% of GNP for ODA and to the ex-
conflicting parties. tent they have not achieved this target, agree to augment their aid

A great deal of CSD’s problem in creating focused discussions oprograms in order to reach that target as soon as possible and to en
concrete issues is endemic to any multilateral institution where pasure prompt and effective implementation of Agenda 21. (This pro-
ties often negotiate in blocks of nations to make the negotiation mandsion was never agreed to by the United States in Rio.)
ageable. The more parties to a negotiation, the more challenging is |n the CSD discussions on finance, the North takes the position
the task of structuring discussions to maximize the potential ofhat ODA is less important than it was in Rio because private sector
reaching concrete substantive conclusions. With over a hundred pagd finance is now dwarfing ODA and that those nations that have
ties to most CSD discussions, who usually negotiate in blocks of nareated attractive foreign investment environments are prospering.
tions, CSD will continue to provide only limited opportunities for The North also argues that each nation has responsibility for national
frank interchanges on issues under discussion. implementation of Agenda 21 without regard to the availability of

Yet, the CSD must and can do better in providing more opportuODA. The North further claims that much of the failure to imple-
nity for informal interchanges on real issues of concern and therebyjnent Agenda 21 since Rio can be traced to failures of nations to en-
improve the chances for more meaningful decisions. To accomplisact the government reforms called for by Agenda 21 on
this, the CSD should build into its process more informal dialogudransparency, participation, and accountability.
sessions between conflicting parties. Parties to these sessions shoulecause the amount of private sector led capital flowing to the de-
be strongly encouraged by CSD, to express as concretely as posgiloping world rose from $44 billion per year at the beginning of the
ble, concerns and barriers to progress. decade to over $244 billion in 1996, many observers see private sec-

Moreover, because CSD is understood to be in the implementaer led capital to be the real engine of change in the developing
tion phase of Agenda 21, opportunities for honest sharing of barriemsorld.Yet, North-South disagreements over ODA are the largest
and problems that are thwarting implementation must be built intdoarrier to progress in implementation of Agenda 21 at CSD. As a re-
CSD discussions. Although current CSD procedures provide somsult CSD negotiations are often deadlocked with impasses usually
opportunity to share successful case studies, there is virtually no opeing broken at the last minute on the last day of negotiations with
portunity to describe barriers to progress. If open discussion abotite insertion of weasel words such as “where appropriate” or “na-
barriers to progress is to be built into the CSD process, it is imperaions are invited to.” As a result no meaningful agreements are
tive that these discussions take place informally. It also imperativeeached.
that in such discussions, nations are prepared to speak authoritative-|nstead of almost exclusive focus on ODA, the CSD should ex-
ly about what the real barriers to progress are. amine the appropriate role of both ODA and private sector led fi-

To accomplish the objective of providing opportunity for infor- nance.
mal discussion among conflicting parties, the chair of the proceed-
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Most observers agree that private sector led finance will not solv&inable production and consumption patterns are plagued by serious
all problems because markets fail to internalize externalities, praNorth-South conflict. If progress is to be made on these issues, the
duce public goods, and deal with questions of mal-distribution. MarCSD must restructure discussions of these issues to focus on con-
kets alone will not make long term social investments in educationcrete problems.

infrastructure, and research and development needed for nationalThe deplorable quality of CSD debate on the issue of technology
progress. Therefore nations must create policy frameworks to keepansfer is a dramatic example of the need for the CSD to change
private sector led growth on a sustainable development path, invegburse. CSD discussions on technology transfer are usually trig-
in social capital, and provide a safety-net for the left-out. To creatgered in reaction to Southern insistence that the North agree to new
these frameworks, developing nations may need significant initiahpligations to transfer technology when the North makes specific
assistance from the developed world because, for instance, envirognvironmental proposals. Northern nations often respond to these
mental law regimes may be prohibitively expensive for and technirequests by stating that governments do not have control over the in-
cally beyond the ability of many nations. tellectual property rights to most environmental technologies and
Although many in the North believe that private sector led growththerefore governments can’t promise to transfer technologies that
will eventually create sufficient national wealth to provide the taxthey have no control over. The debate on technology transfer rarely
base needed to finance the policy frameworks, even if this true, suaipes much further. In the three years that this writer has been follow-
prosperity may not kick in until long after significant global environ- ing this issue, he has never heard mention of any one specific tech-
mental damage has occurred. Moreover, even if the developingology needed by the South that it can’t obtain. As a result, most
world had sufficient resources to finance policy frameworks, beparties don’t seem to even know what this dispute is about and don't
cause poor nations’ economic comparative advantage is often dengage intellectually. It is apparent that the North and the South con-
rived from low wage costs, it may not be in the South’s economidinue to talk past each other on the issue of technology transfer. If
interest to create expensive policy frameworks. progress is to be made on this issue, the CSD must insist that discus:
In addition, private sector investment is still not reaching many ofsions on technology transfer identify specific technologies needed to
the least developed nations. For these countries ODA may be a preolve particular problems.
condition to achieving sustainable development objectives particu- These technology transfer debates often display additional confu-
larly in regard to the Agenda 21 call for reduction of poverty. sion between Agenda 21 Chapter 34's call for technology transfer
Moreover, Northern financial support of Southern sustainable deand capacity building. For instance, during a debate at CSD-5 in
velopment efforts has sometimes been provided in response to tA897, one diplomat stated that what his country meant by technology
argument that greater pollution pressures on global environmentHnsfer was assistance in operating and maintaining a particular
problems originate in the North. When such arguments can be madé&chnology. Yet, many participants would categorize such a need
the North has agreed to finance Southern compliance with enviroinder the concept of capacity building, a CSD subject which also
mental programs on several issues including ozone depletion ari@rely grounded in specifics.
other programs financed by the Global Environment Facility. There- Debates on Agenda 21's call for elimination of unsustainable pro-
fore, the more focused finance discussions are on specific problemdiiction and consumption patterns are also conducted at a level that
the more likely there is potential for overcoming North-South grid-make contact with the ground very unlikely. Last year at CSD-5, the
lock on finance. Because, North-South equities change from prolieuropean Union came closest to initiating a meaningful debate
lem to problem, it is imperative that North-South discussions orabout this issue with a call for all nations to reduce materials and en-
financing sustainable development focus on concrete issues. ergy use by a factor of 4 and 10. However, even this more specific
The South has been quite understandably nervous about religpproach left many nations shaking their heads. They wondered
quishing any claim to the 0.7% GNP for ODA contained in AgendaWhether there was a need to reduce all energy and materials use t
21 for they fear the North will establish a set of constraints on develthese targets yet there was never any substantive discussion tha
opment that will freeze the South in place developmentally. Ye€ould clear up the confusion. Some nations were baffled because it
without diminishing its position on the importance of ODA, the Was not clear on what factual premises such reduction targets were
South should support a more focused and expanded analysis of thased. Putting all forms of energy and types of materials under the
potential of the private sector to finance sustainable developmes@me reduction targets seemed to be counter intuitive. For example,
because such analysis is likely to more clearly identify the continuit makes no sense to call for the same reduction in solar energy and
ing and legitimate needs for ODA. fossil fuels use. In a similar vein, if houses were made out of sand,
In summary, the role of private sector finance in international afihere is no obvious need to reduce materials used in constructing

fairs has become too important of a global force to ignore its existh0USes by a factor of 10. . .
ence. The CSD must expand its focus on finance to include private The issue of unsustainable production and consumption must be
sector finance but focus on specific problems, if CSD is to be an imgrounded in factual analyses if it is to be taken seriously. Analytical
portant player in world affairs. In looking at these issues, CSD caf00ls are starting to emerge that will help make better sense of this
not do the necessary analytical work alone. It must rely on other UNSsue. For instance, the World Resources Institute has recently pro-
and Bretton Woods institutions along with finance experts andluced an analysis of worldwide energy and materials flows, an anal-
NGOs to prepare for negotiations. ysis that has potential to make better sense of this issue. CSD mus
B. Transform Discussions on the Cross-Sectoral Issues of Tech-3round future discussions on consumption and production on a fac-
nology Transfer, Capacity Building, and Sustainable Production (U@l basis following the strategic approach to problem solving men-
and Consumption So That They Are Focused on Specific Needstioned above, if progress is to be made.
and Problems IV. Conclusion
Like the discussions on finance, CSD discussions on the cross Largely because of North-South gridlock at CSD, some observers
sectoral issues of capacity building, technology transfer, and sugrgue thatthe CSD “talk-shop” should be avoided as a waste of time.
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Yet there are no alternative institutions that can achieve crucial CS
objectives including review of national compliance with Agenda 21. ; ; « '
No other institution is examining the linkages among worldwide en-/l | n k ag e S /J 0 u r n a I/
vironmental, economic, and social trends nor attempting to dete!

mine what course corrections are needed at the global scale

achieve interrelated environmental, economic, and social goals. f[TOP|C

CSD did not exist, its key functions would have be reassigned.

In addition CSD’s broad purposes, many of CSD’s specific pro-
grams are particularly valuable including CSD attempts to define
sustainable development indicators that are usable as measured 0 TERGOVERNMENTAL FORUM ON

progress by all nations, an important step in making sense of glob@d HEMICAL SAFETY (IFCS)
scale problems.

The CSD is also unique in its involvement of NGOs and otherE

-

9

stakeholders in international affairs and in its attempts to establis Y ‘]R Hickman
norms of behavior for all governments and the private secto resident, IFCS
throughout the world. We must find a way of reforming CSD before
abandoning it. What is the alternative? Introduction
Chemicals are an essential requirement of modern society but

Mr. Brown is Program Manager for United Nations Organiza- their use can pose appreciable risks to human health and the environ:
tions in the Office of International Activities at the United States En-ment. These risks must be reduced and managed throughout the
vironmental Protection Agency. Before assuming his currenworld in the most cost-effective and sustainable manner.
responsibilities, Mr. Brown worked in a number of senior environ-  The concept of the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safety
mental policy positions for the States of New Jersey and Pennsylv@8FCS or Forum) arose during the preparations for the United Na-
nia. He has also worked as an environmental lawyer and engineetions Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED); and
and taught philosophy, environmental law and sustainable developvas refined and developed by a meeting of government-designated
ment. He is interested in and written and lectured extensively on thexperts held in London in 1991. This meeting proposed that an in-
interrelation between environmental science, law, economics, angrgovernmental forum on chemical risk assessment and manage-
ethics. The opinions expressed in this article are Mr. Brown’s andnent be established to promote the environmentally sound
do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the US government. management of chemicals.

The 1992 UNCED reaffirmed this recommendation in Chapter 19
of Agenda 21 which led, in turn, to the first meeting of the Forum in

NOW AVAILABLE ON THE LINKAGES SITE 1994 and the adoption of Terms of Reference and Priorities for Ac-

) n ; tion.
http://lwww.iisd.ca/linkages/ Purpose and Aims

The Forum is a non-institutional “arrangement” whereby repre-
sentatives of governments, international and intergovernmental or-
ganizations and a wide range of NGOs from industry, labour
scientific and environmental organizations meet to consider all as-
pects of the assessment and management of chemical risks, building

Linkages Buzz
Visit the Linkages site and sign up for the new e-mail list
to receive updates on recent site additions

Climate-L on Chapter 19 of Agenda 21.
Subscribe to the Linkages climate information listserve The purpose of the Forum is to provide policy guidance with em-
for announcements of upcoming meetings and workshopy,  phasis on regional and sub-regional cooperation, to develop strate-
recent publications and climate-related news. For more\  gies in a coordinated and integrated manner, to foster understanding
information on CLIMATE-L send mail tkimo@iisd.org of issues and to promote the required policy support to discharge
these functions.
The Road to Buenos Aires The goal is to seek consensus among the participants on the de-

velopment of strategies for the implementation of Chapter 19, Agen-

da 21 (Environmentally Sound Management of Toxic Chemicals
s, Including Prevention of Illegal International Trade in Toxic and
Dangerous Products), and undertake periodic review of such strate-
gies.

The functions of the Forum include the identification of priorities
for all aspects of chemical safety, both health and environmental,

Visit our guide to the negotiating process leading to COP-
in Buenos Aires abttp://www.iisd.ca/climate/climate.html
The site includes a timeline of the latest meetings and even
as well as publications and links to other Internet resource

gz,

U7

/linkages/journal/

Ninkages/journal/ is available on the Linkages site at and the promotion of co-ordinating mechanisms at the national and

http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/journalE-mail subscriptions arey  international level. The Priorities for Action, adopted in 1994, iden-
available free of charge. Send an e-mail message to tified some 43 specific recommendations, many with target dates,
Chad Carpenter, Editor, ahadc@iisd.org for the realization of the environmentally sound management of

chemicals. Governments carry the primary responsibility in imple-
menting these recommendations but there is no question that the
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INTERGOVERNMENTAL FORUM ON CHEMICAL SAFETY (IFCS)

close collaboration of international bodies and NGOs is essential tities related to the mandate of IFCS, and demonstrate a sound deci-

the success of the process. sion-making ability to coordinate effectively, prioritize and make
The Forum serves to bring the element of global accountability t¢hoices on which issues should be addressed by the Forum. The

bear on all parties in achieving the environmentally sound managdnost important of these priorities include capacity building, which

ment of chemicals. By clearly delineating the goals and target datel§ of direct interest to the CSD, and product stewardship.

the level of achievement by governments in particular, is made vis- IFCS Structure

ible and is reinforced if the targets are pragmatic and attainable. Forum Il elected the current Bureau officers, who will hold office
Such clarity works for the public good until their successors are elected at the next session of the Forum:
Strengths of the Forum President: Canada

The non-institutional nature of the Forum and its general and vijce Presidents: Argentina, Hungary, Mali, and Korea
comprehensive terms of reference provide a flexibility and adapt-

ability not often found in international organizations. Although vot- . . :
ing is formally restricted to governments, in practice the emphasis The Intersessional Group (ISG) consists of the Officers of the Fo-

on full participation of all partners has led to a consensus mode gt'm gnd not more than 26 Government r.)artllmpants_as follows:

operation. The transparency of the working procedures and the needAfrica:Angola, Cameroon, Kenya, Mali (Vice President), Moroc-

for the full participation of all partners has resulted in a unique ap£0, Niger

proach in dealing with global chemical safety issues. The views of Asia:India, Islamic Republic of Iran, Japan, Republic of Korea

all stakeholders are canvassed and heeded. Subcommittees, witfice President), Malaysia, Syrian Arab Republic and Thailand

representatives of governments and NGOs, are formed to draft text Central & Eastern Europe: Hungary (Vice President), Lithuania,

for consideration and negotiation by all participants. This gives greaRussia, and Slovak Republic

weight to the conclusions and recommendations made by the Forum. | aiin America and the Caribbean: Argentina (Vice President),
Industry representatives saw the Forum as desirable and neceyazil, Costa Rica, Mexico and Trinidad and Tobago

sary in that it provided a unique opportunity at that time for direct \western European and others: Australia, Canada (President),

industry input and participation in developing international policy. rrance, Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, the UK
Since the formation of the Forum, other international organizationg g the US.

such as the OECD and UNEP, have adopte,d more transparent pro-\ .«ona1 Eocal Points
cesses, perhaps encouraged by the Forum’s example. Industry also | | Poi he backb f1h N
saw the IFCS playing an important role in sorting out and managin% National Focal Points are the backbone of the IFCS organization.
a multitude of international activities related to chemicals managél IS through them that information on Forum activities is channeled.

ment, and in so doing, prevent duplication and overlap during th&0¢@! points provide the Forum with information and progress re-
implementation of Chapter 19 of Agenda 21. ports on national priorities and activities. As of 1 March 1998, over

This approach is in complete accord with the basic principle o .0 countries had designated their National Focal Points and nomina-

partnership that was imbued in the spirit of Agenda 21, and particu-Ions are still coming in. .
Importance Attached to IFCS by Participants

larly developed in Chapter 27. An essential element in the Forum’s . ) .
working mechanism is the full recognition of the role of all sectors  The Forum Standing Committee (FSC) met in Yokohama, Japan,
of society -- governments, social partners, industry, scientific orgaffom 13-14 October 1997 to begin the work of planning and prepar-
nizations and environmental, public interest and labour groups -- ifind for ISG-3 which will be held from 1 - 4 December 1998 in Yoko-
promoting the sound management of chemical risks. hama, Japan. The importance attached to IFCS by patrticipants is

Achievements obvious from the attendance; all but one country and all NGO and
IGO participants were in attendance despite the distance and high
Costs involved.

Past President: Sweden

At its first meeting, the Forum adopted detailed recommendation
on Priorities for Action for the effective implementation of national ) ) , ) . )
and international efforts in the six Programme Areas of Chapter 19 .Th.e Forum has proven Iits speqlal role in a highly visible fashion
of Agenda 21. At its second meeting, in February 1997, the Foru ith its work on persistent organic pollutants (POPs). The Forum

took stock of its accomplishments and noted where progress h veloped, with the In'ger-Organization Programme forl the Sound
its giManagement of Chemicals (IOMC) member organizations, at the

been slow or non-existent on the recommendations, charting its d \ ;
request of the UNEP Governing Council, an assessment of 12 spec-

rection for the next three years. o . ; . . ;
y ified POPs and provided recommendations on international action

In general, the level of achievement has been most encouraging, luding a legally binding international instrument on POPs. Al-
The targets for the assessment of chem!c.als.are being met, the glo?ﬁiugh few resources were available, the Forum was able to meet the
system for the harmonization and classification of chemicals is ProgNEP request in little over a year and laid the groundwork for the

gressing well, a number O.f hew initiatives are improving ‘”fo”'?a' OPs convention. A more traditional approach would have taken
tion exchange on chemicals, the Forum has had appremabgeoth more time and more money.

influence on a number of risk reduction activities and has promote

the development of comprehensive national profiles which strength- . ) . . .
en the management capacity of countries. Mr. J.R. Hickman, IFCS President, will be making a presentation

Much remains to be done, however, in implementing the Chapte‘iiuring the Industry Seg.ment at CSD'G in Which further examples of
value added and benefits to countries will be given.

19 mandate. Scarce resources will require the prioritization of activ
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OECD ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS MEETING: OECD
' ' ’@ environment ministers, at their meeting in Paris on 2-3 April 1998,
/l I n k ag e S /J 0 u r n a I/ reaffirmed the leadership role and special responsibilities of OECD
' countries in the worldwide pursuit of sustainable development, in
accordance with Agenda 21, as elaborated at the UN General As-
JUPDATES sembly Special Session (UNGASS) in June 1997. Ministers ac-
knowledged the OECD’s unique capabilities to contribute to these
objectives through: development of analytical tools and strategies;
promotion of the integration of economic, social and environmental
ISUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT policies; objective assessment of progress through peer reviews of
environmental performance; and outreach. They welcomed the Sec-
G-8 ENVIRONMENT MINISTERS MEETING: Meeting at  retary-General's commitment to make sustainable development a
Leeds Castle in England from 4 - 5 April 1998, environment minis-key strategic priority for the OECD, and his proposals in response to
ters from the Group of Eight (G-8)—Britain, Canada, France, Gerthe November 1997 Report of the High-Level Advisory Group on
many, ltaly, Japan, Russia and the US—stated they would mak&e Environment. They stressed the crucial importance of strong en-
immediate cuts to greenhouse gas emissions and launch a coordingfonmental policies in the implementation of sustainable develop-
ed fight against eco-criminals trafficking in endangered species anaent, and expressed the hope that other ministers would integrate
hazardous chemicals. The meeting was organized primarily to dignvironmental concerns into their policies, while committing them-
cuss ways to meet the emission reduction targets of six greenhouselves to the integration of social and economic concerns into envi-
gases by 2008-2012 as pledged in the Kyoto Protocol. In the statéonmental policies. Ministers challenged their colleagues to work
ment, the environment ministers recognized that a “strong, efficierfowards sustainable economic growth that enhances human and en
and effective compliance regime” should be put in place to back Kyvironmental, as well as economic, capital.
oto's legally-binding targets. The statement said international issues Ministers considered that economic globalization, when com-
such as the trade of emission quota limits, joint implementation anined with sound environmental and social policies, can provide a
clean development will be backed by domestic action. To that enghositive impetus to sustainable development. The process of global-
the ministers said that their nations must pursue immediately signiization provides an opportunity for all countries to be active partici-
icant domestic reductions in greenhouse gas emissions and notpdnts in the world economy and thus has the potential to promote
their awareness of their responsibility to take the lead in combatinguman well-being and environmental sustainability. They stated that
climate change, which they characterized as the major environmeinr the absence of a strong environmental dimension in national pol-
tal threat facing global development, health and prosperity. icies and international cooperation, the benefits of globalization can
UK Environment Minister Michael Michaer said the Kyoto Pro- be undercut by the health impacts of pollution, irreversible damage
tocol would have an impact on employment, but noted there wouldo global climate system, loss of biodiversity, increased degradation
be a positive gain especially in the transport and energy industriegnd loss of agricultural lands and fisheries, and the overuse of other
He added that the success of the Protocol rested on three key issueatural resources. Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to the
legal rules enforcing the changes; an open trading system of quotagyerall aim of making environmental, social, investment and trade
and the voluntary participation of developing countries such as Chipolicies mutually supportive so as to achieve sustainable develop-
na, India, Korea and Mexico at the fourth or fifth meeting of thement.
Conference of the Parties. He said the EU's target of reducing its Ministers agree on the following goals as an expression of their
emissions by eight percent by the deadline in the Kyoto Protocol wasommitment to action to implement sustainable development:
achievable. He saipl the con.tribution of individual EU countriesto |- Tgo promote strong national policies and effective regulatory
that target will be discussed in June. structures on the protection of the natural environment and human
The ministers also pledged to end ecological crime through betealth.
ter-coordinated policies in the eight member countries. Penalties and || - To promote an integrated policy approach which encourages

checks against the illegal trade in protected animals have increasggherence among economic, environmental and social policies, by:

in the EU and the US. The Conference on International Trade in En-. a) promoting sustainable consumption and production patterns,

dangered Species (CITES), will also be strengthened under the ae%'ﬁough regulatory, economic, and social instruments, especially ed-

of UNEP. Thg ministers stated that international environmental, .o ion and information, whilst giving particular attention to the glo-
agreements will have no effect unless they are effectively enforce a1 dimensions:

and expressed grave concern about the growing evidence of viola- : . . -
tions of international environmental agreements, and particularly the b).pr.omotlng qther innovative approaches, S'“.'Ch as eco-efficien-
involvement of international organized crime. According to CITESCY: &iming to achieve substantial improvements in resource produc-
officials, trade in endangered wildlife is worth about US$5 billion tivity, for e>.<ample by a factor of 4 and eventually of 10; .
dollars a year. After drugs and traffic in arms, this trade is the most C) ensuring that prices of natural resources as far as possible re-
important activity of international criminal groups. UK Deputy flect the true enV|r0n.men.ta| and. social costs of pl’OdUCtIO.n, con-
Prime Minister John Prescott told the meeting that when that figuréumption and scarcity, in particular by gradually phasing-out
was added to trade in toxic waste and radioactive material, the totg§nvironmentally damaging subsidies and tax breaks, and, as far as
was US$33 billion dollars. Smuggling in ozone-depleting gase®0ssible, by the “greening” of tax systems, through integrating envi-
such as chlorofluorocarbon (CFC) was of particular concern in théonmental concerns into their design;
latter categories. d) associating Ministerial colleagues in other key policy sectors,
such as transport, energy, industry, trade, tourism, agriculture, fish-
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eries and freshwater management, in integrating the environmentalission for Europe’s November 1997 Conference on Transport and
dimension into sectoral policies; the Environment in Vienna;

e) showing leadership by improving the environmental perfor- V. To strongly support participation, transparency, information
mance of governments’ own operations, procurement and invesénd accountability in environmental policy-making by public au-

ment policies, and decision-making processes. thorities at all levelsinter alia, by:
lll. To strengthen international cooperation in meeting global and a) supporting or facilitating participation of key stakeholders in
regional environmental commitments by: civil society in the development, implementation and monitoring of

a) giving a high priority to ratifying, implementing and establish- €nvironmental policies, and in particular to engage in an intensive
ing the incentives that ensure effective compliance with, and seekir@alogue with the business community, trade unions and environ-
synergies among, global and regional environmental conventions;mental citizens’ organizations on the future of environmental poli-

b) giving particular priority to the ratification and implementation CY-making in a globalizing economy;
of the Kyoto Protocol, in a way that: b) ensuring that, within the context of national law, and recogniz-

- minimizes the socio-economic costs in developed and develoﬂng the importance of protecting copfidential business informa_ti.on,
ing countries alike, and paves the way for further progress in limit{he public has ready access to environmental data and that citizens

ing global emissions, by adopting effective national responsé‘nd organizations whose interests are affected have the ability,

policies and measures, and improving co-operation, with developinf’ough administrative or judicial procedures, to challenge acts or
missions by private persons and public authorities which contra-

countries and with countries in transition to a market economy; and, - - ! 5
vene provisions of national law relating to the environment;

- recognizes that all OECD countries, on the basis of their differ- o d adonti f envi | ing. leadi
entiated responsibilities, need to play their part in combating climate c) monitoring and adoption of environmental accounting, e_zadmg
better gualitative and quantitative environmental reporting by

change by implementing national strategies, including measure§ P - . ; - 9"
such as clear targets and regulatory and economic measures; public authorities and private firms, on a voluntary basis, which is
o . ; . : ' essential for a better democratic debate on environmental concerns
c) reaffirming their commitment to establish effective manage- . . .
ment systems for hazardous chemicaiger alia through the signa- @) taking note of the forthcoming UN/ECE Resolution on the
g@doption of the Convention on Access to Environmental Informa-

ture, ratification and early implementation of the Convention on the’

Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicall®" and Public Participation in Environmental Decision-making

and Pesticides in International Trade (PIC), and the phasing out gpdkchess to Justice, at the Ministerial Conference in Aarhus, Den-
certain Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) through a global POP¥'K, in June 1998, _
convention, for which negotiations have been initiated by UNEP;  €) implementing the principles in the OECD Council Recommen-

d) actively engaging non-Member countries in dialogue, sharegation on Environmental Information, which ministers endorsed.
analysis and the development of strategies for implementing sustain- Regard a role for OECD, Ministers stressed the importance of
able development, building on the approach developed in the Envinaintaining a strong environmental component as an integral part of
ronmental Action Programme for Central and Eastern Europe; ~ the new OECD vision for sustainable development. In pursuit of

e) reaffirming the UNGASS commitments, and recognizing the"€ir shared goals, and recognizing the new challenges and opportu-
need to increase the volume of development assistance and calliﬁgf'eS that globalization poses for governments and the international
for the mobilization of private and public, domestic and external fi-Community, ministers highlighted the following priority areas for
nancial resources to enhance environmental investments, capaciyF CP Work, which they recommended be reflected in the overall
building and the diffusion of environmentally-sound technology; Programme of work determined by the OECD Council:

f) promoting efforts to ensure that environmental concerns are ef- &) deepen the analysis of the impact on the environment of global-
fectively integrated into the multilateral trading system, and recogn'#ation, especially of trade and investment by: .
ising, where they are necessary, the use of trade measures taken irr deepening work on integrating environmental concerns into key
the framework of Multilateral Environmental Agreements (MEAs) €conomic sectors, such as agriculture and fisheries, transport, ener
as an important policy tool; gy, and into trade, investment and fiscal policy, at Secretariat level

g) promoting efforts to ensure that environmental concerns are eftd through co-operative arrangements among OECD committees;
fectively integrated into the proposed Multilateral Agreement on In- - analyzing the potential impacts of the proposed MAI on the ca-
vestment (MAI) in a way that supports sustainable development, ariggcity to implement environmental policies and Multilateral Envi-

so as not to limit the capacity to make and implement national angonmental Agreements, and urge OECD to encourage dialogue and
international environmental policies; find concrete means of promoting closer cooperation between

h) furthering harmonization efforts among OECD countries onEPOC and the MAl Negotla}tlng Group;
the implementation of OECD instruments on the Mutual Acceptance - Strengthening the environmental component of the OECD’s
of Data, the management of chemicals and pesticides, the manadeuidelines for Multinational Enterprises;
ment of recyclable materials, and the development of testing and as- - continuing the efforts in the Export Credits and Credit Guaran-
sessment methods for endocrine disrupters; and furtherintpes Group to develop approaches for taking environmental factors
cooperation on pollutant release and transfer registers (PRTRS), tirgo account when providing official export credit support;
development of inherently safer chemicals, and on the assessment of- expanding the testing and conducting of safety assessments of
products derived through modern biotechnology; high production volume chemicals in an efficient way; and promot-
i) giving particular focus to key cross-sectoral issues and the strang the management of risks identified in these assessments, giving
tegic directions for environmentally sustainable transport developegriority to the detection of endocrine disrupting effects;
at the OECD Vancouver Conference and the UN Economic Com-
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b) support national and international efforts to implement the Ky-where the ministers agreed to cooperate. These were state measure
oto Protocol, including through the Annex | Expert Group and theto ensure competition in the energy sector; non-discriminatory ac-
Climate Technology Initiative (CTI), by examining the economic, cess to transport networks; opening markets to investment without
social and environmental implications of climate response stratediscrimination or restrictions; and implementation of fair fiscal re-
gies, policies, measures, and flexibility mechanisms; gimes. Participants said safety should be a top priority, especially in

c) analyze further the economic and environmental implicationghe nuclear sector, adding that special attention would be paid to the
of the implementation of the CBD, as well as other multilateral enKyoto Protocol. The communiqué adopted was to be sent to the Brit-
vironmental conventionsnter alia the Convention to Combat De- ish Prime Minister Tony Blair and to the President of the Russian
sertification; Federation Boris Nikolayevich Yeltsin to signal that this meeting

d) develop effective policy approaches for improving resource efVas an importgnt stage if‘ th.e preparations for the meeting of G-8 en-
ficiency; vironment ministers in Birmingham, UK.

e) develop and adopt a comprehensive set of robust indicators to FIRST ASSEMBLY OF THE GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT

measure progress towards sustainable development, in concert WF@CILITY: . The first ASﬁemny.of the Gloﬁ’r‘?l En\{ironLnent Facilétly
sustainable development indicator initiatives of other internationa{ ®EF) met from 1-3 April 1998 in New Delhi, India. The Assembly

agencies, to be used in country reviews and outlook reports, inclu@@thered Ministers and high-level officials from GEF Member gov-

ing the second cycle of environmental performance reviews: ernments to exchange views on the policies and operations of the
) o . . . GEF. Over the course of the three-day Assembly, statements were
f) continue to study the feasibility of introducing regulatory or fis-

o> ..~ delivered by the Prime Minister and Finance Minister of India, the

cal measures in high growth transport sectors, Sl.JCh as aviation, YEo/Chairman of the GEF, the heads of the GEF's implementing
collaboration with ICAG and othgr competent bod|e.s, agencies, representatives of the global environmental conventions,

g) further develop work on environmentally sustainable transpofine scientific and Technical Advisory Panel, and an NGO represen-
(EST), including guidelines for implementing EST principles, andiative. The Assembly was also addressed by approximately 80 Rep-
paying particular attention to the recommendations of the Vienngesentatives of GEF Member governments, including 30 Ministers
Declaration on Transport and the Environment. and one President. More than 900 participants attended the Assem:

Regarding a strategy for 2000 and beyond, Ministers invited thely, representing 119 GEF Member governments, 16 international
OECD to develop a new environmental strategy for the next decadsrganizations and 185 NGOs.

and agreed to review it when they meet in 2001 to prepare for the participants considered: the Overall Performance of the GEF and
“Earth Summit +10" in 2002. The Strategy should help to ensure ex; essons Learned; Policies, Operations and Future Development of
cellence in the OECD’s contribution to the implementation of susype GEF:; the Status of the GEF Trust Fund; and the Report on Mem-
tainable development in the next century. For more informatiomership. Several parallel panels and workshops were also convened
contact the OECD; Interneitttp://www.oecd.org/ The Assembly formulated and endorsed the New Delhi Statement of
G-8 ENERGY MINISTERS MEETING: Energy ministers the First GEF Assembly, which the GEF's CEO/Chairman said
from the Group of Eight (G-8) met in Moscow on 1 April 1998, in would be taken to heart by the GEF Secretariat and Implementing
accordance with an agreement made at the Denver Summit to hokhencies as they double their efforts for the global environment and
an Energy Ministerial before the G-8 Birmingham Summit. Follow- sustainable development. The three-day Assembly, which was im-
ing opening remarks by co-chairs from the Russian Federation anflediately preceded by a GEF Council meeting, considered and ex-
the UK, sessions were held on: market outlook and competitivehanged views on the GEF's performance, policies and operations in
frameworks; energy sector structure; gas, electricity, regulation anBlenary sessions. A number of panels and workshops on the GEF, its
nuclear safety; energy investment; transit and transportation; envétakeholders and the global environment were also held.
ronment and energy; and the role of energy in response to the Kyoto Fqjlowing the opening statements, delegates considered the fol-
Protocol, including energy technologies, renewable energy and efs\ying agenda items: the Overall Performance of the GEF; Policies,
ergy efficiency. Ministers attending the Ministerial were Ralphoperations and Future Development of the GEF; the GEF Trust
Goodale, Minister of Natural Resources, Canada; Christian Pierretng: and GEF Membership. Documents on each of these items,

Secretary for Industry, France; Dr. Gunter Rexrodt, Minister of ECOyhjch had been prepared for the Assembly's consideration, were
nomics, Germany; Pierluigi Bersani, Minister of Industry, Italy; presented to participants during Plenary.

Kensei Mizote, Deputy Minister of International Trade and Industry, : . - i
Masahiko Komura, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, Japan; Fe- Approximately 80 Representatives of GEF Participant govern

derico Pena, Secrétary of Energy, US: Christos Papoutsis Commim-ems delivered statements over the course of the Assembly, includ-
. ' . 1 . ' . g 30 Ministers and one President. Many speakers emphasized the
sioner, European Commission. Observers mcludgd the Internatlonﬁl ed to ensure that GEF projects are country-driven and reflect na-
Energy Agency and the Energy Charter Secretariat. tional priorities. Several Representatives underscored the need to
Delegates signed a communiqué on cooperation in the energorten and streamline the GEF project cycle. Many speakers also
sector. Russia's Acting First Deputy Prime Minister Boris Nemtso\tressed the need to further clarify the concept of incremental costs.
reported that the positions of Russia and the US with regard to d&seyeral Representatives supported the recommendation for a stron
veloping pipeline routes in the Caspian basin were moving closer tqnonitoring and evaluation system. Some speakers addressed th
gether. Nemtsov and the UK Trade and Industry Secretary Margargked for the GEF to diversify its project portfolio and proposed ad-
Beckett signed the communiqué on behalf of the other ministers, angltional areas on which the GEF might focus its efforts, such as:
hailed progress made on cooperation in the energy sector. All parti‘ﬁ’eshwater, agro-biodiversity, new and emerging technologies, land
ipants agreed that energy is one of the main problems not only fQjse practices, health and education, and urban management an
G-8, but for the whole world and ensuring reliable, efficient, safecpastal and marine management. Several Representatives highlight

and environment-friendly energy supply is a cornerstone of sussq the particular importance of GEF efforts in the areas of land deg-
tained development. The communiqué highlighted several areas
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radation and desertification. Numerous Representatives emphasizeeloping countries most affected by environmental change can act
the importance of mainstreaming the global environment into theffectively in intergovernmental processes.

IAs' regular operations. Several countries, including the US, Cana- Efforts Toward Sustainable Development:Chaired by Vish-
da, Switzerland, Italy, Finland and Vietnam, stressed the importanGganath Anand, Secretary of the Indian Ministry of Forests and En-
of confirming the GEF as the permanent financial mechanism of thironment, this panel consisted of R.K. Pachauri (India), S.S. Shri
UNFCCC and CBD. Malaysia called on the GEF to seek greateBoparai (India), T.N. Koshoo (India), K. Aggarwal (India), C.P.
guidance from the Conventions’ COPs as to the allocation and di®beroi (India), K. King (GEF) and Nay Htun (UNDP). The panel
bursement of funds. Nauru, on behalf of Pacific Island Country Pargpened with a multi-media presentation detailing the development
ticipants, stressed the need to define the relationship between theessures and environmental challenges facing India, including pov-
GEF and the Kyoto Protocol's Clean Development Mechanism.  erty alleviation, water scarcity, air pollution, waste management and
Numerous Representatives welcomed the second replenishméand degradation, and reviewed the country's legislative framework
of the GEF Trust Fund. Several developing country Representativesd project-oriented initiatives. Panelists raised a number of con-
expressed appreciation for GEF support for projects in their courcerns regarding GEF policies, including the inadequacy of current
tries. Many shared experiences and highlighted projects from theincremental cost calculations, the length of the project cycle and the
countries, including: development of national action plans on riverinseparability of global environmental benefits from the local con-
and biodiversity conservation (India); a regional environmental intext. Recommendations for the GEF included forming regional and
formation project (Central African Republic); an emergency safenational rosters of experts for GEF-related activities (e.g., calcula-
guarding programme for the Niger River (Mali and Burkina Faso)tion of incremental costs) and devoting increased attention to trans-
a national environmental program that takes into account stakeholgortation, construction and water issues. Also highlighted were
ers' needs (Togo); a biodiversity project for Lake Tanganeeka (Bundia's promotion of alternative energies such as biogas, mi-
rundi); pollution control for inland waters and a climate changecro-dams, wind power and photovoltaics, and the challenges to re-
program to determine national emissions (Malawi); photovoltaidducing the environmental impacts of coal-based power production.
projects for household use (Zimbabwe and Indonesia); a regional irtomments from the floor included the need to replicate small local-
ventory of land- and marine-based pollution sources (Guinea); exy-based power generation projects and the inadequacy of focusing
tension programs for ranching and biodiversity conservation (Coten demonstration projects, which detracts from replication of known
D'ivoire); efforts to address oil pollution in the Southwest Mediter-means to combat environmental degradation (e.g., retrofitting older
ranean (Algeria); conversion of aerosol manufacturers taoal-based power plants).

ozone-friendly production (Russia); the need for programs to protect Science and the Global Environment:Scientific and Technical
watersheds (Niger); a regional water management project for th&dvisory Panel (STAP) members Pier Vellinga (Netherlands), Jorge
Caspian Sea (Kazakstan); a project to combat desertification argbperon (Mexico), Robert Williams (US), John Woods (UK) and
conserve biodiversity in the Chari region (Chad); and establishmenétvan Lang (Hungary) comprised this panel, which was chaired by
of an environmental trust fund at the national level (Bhutan). Manyjyoti Parikh (India). Vellinga discussed linkages between economic
speakers also mentioned GEF support for enabling activities and rgevelopment, environmental degradation and resource use and the
quirements to meet their commitments under the Conventions, sugfportance of integrating global environmental issues. He advocat-
as national biodiversity strategies and action plans, national reporgs international cooperation to facilitate further analysis by political,
and communications. social and natural scientists on how human needs can be met in &
Panel of Eminent Persons on the Global Environment and sustainable manner. Soberon detailed a new paradigm for sustain-
Sustainable DevelopmentChaired by Birgitta Dahl (Sweden), the able use of biodiversity based on an ecosystem approach that inte-
Panel of Eminent Persons was comprised of M.S. Swaminathan (ligrates community empowerment, market tools and an understanding
dia), Crispin Tickell (UK) and Mostafa Tolba (Egypt) and discussedof underlying ecological processes. Williams examined two trends
measures for sustainable development in the context of global enwi- the restructuring of the energy industry and the rapid rate of
ronmental problems. Swaminathan focused on biodiversity, stresgrogress for environmental energy technologies -- and their poten-
ing the linkages between food security, population pressures arithl to make clean and safe energy sources widely available in ten to
biodiversity resources. He noted that those local communities sufteen years. Woods discussed global and transboundary environ-
tainably using the largest variety of crops receive minimal supporniental problems in both freshwater and marine ecosystems, STAP's
compared to publicly funded in situ and ex situ conservation effortsyork towards a Global International Water Assessment, and new in-
such as parks, nature reserves, zoos and aquaria. He also emphasipethation technology to improve performance of GEF projects in
the need to incorporate dimensions of ethics and equity in the 1998ternational waters. Lang announced the World Science Confer-
review of the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectuadnce to be held in Hungary in June 1999.
Property Rights (TRIPS) and its impact on local communities. Re- GEF in the 21st Century: This panel was organized by NGOs
viewing the situation in Egypt, Tolba stated that demands for freshand chaired by Liliana Hisas (Argentina). Panelists included Ashok
water would be a central element in future transboundary conflictkhosla (India), Juanita Castano (Ecuador), Thomas Odihiambo
and also proposed that developed countries match environmen{@enya), Simone Lovera (Netherlands) and Tahi Farvar (Iran). The
improvements funded by the GEF in the developing world (e.g., levpanel addressed issues raised by the NGO Vision Statement for the
els of CO2 emissions reduced). Noting growing international scienclobal Environment, including: mainstreaming sustainable devel-
tific consensus on the human impacts on climate change, Ticke§pment into the IAs and other institutions and NGOs' critical role in
highlighted the need to further examine the impacts of populatiompplying pressure in this regard; involvement of local communities
pressures, increased energy demands and the responsibilities of ji-decision making, policy formulation and project design; the rele-
dustrialized countries. Participants from the floor discussed equitasance of local knowledge for sustainable development efforts and

ble shares of “atmosphere” for each country, means to addresgr its integration into decision making at the global level; inconsis-
underlying causes of global environmental problems, and how de-
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tency and conflicting aims of projects and within environmentalized journalists knowledgeable of environmental issues and capable
ministries at the national level; and the need for the GEF to foster paf placing them into larger ecological, historical and political con-
litical support for environmental issues and patrticipation in projectexts. Van Klaveren discussed the need to be more pragmatic abou
planning. One panelist noted that the GEF is not addressing sustai@avironmental issues as they are incorporated into mainstream me-
able development problems holistically but is focusing too excludia. He noted that the incremental nature of environmental stories
sively on environment, and highlighted an asymmetry in the GEF bynakes them different from “news” and that this, along with the sheer
addressing only efforts toward sustainable development in the Souireadth of the topic, poses a challenge to coverage. In the ensuing
and not unsustainable production and consumption in the North. ttiscussion, several themes emerged, including the “moral fatigue”
was emphasized that NGOs must continue to remind the internationf media consumers and how to keep them engaged, the need for
al community of the need for action to systematically address probmedia outreach programs within the GEF and the importance of ori-
lems impeding sustainable development in both the North and thentation and training of journalists on environmental concerns.

South. The lack of “additionality” of funding to promote sustainable  Developing Country Private Sector Responses to the Kyoto
development was also highlighted. In the ensuing discussion, thglimate Agreement: Panelists identified barriers to private sector
importance of improving cooperation and coordination amongnyvolvement and suggested how their involvement could be in-
NGOs and the need for quality, not quantity, involvement of NGOsreased. Joaquin Ledesma (Argentina) found that, in Argentina,
in the GEF were highlighted. One participant stressed the need to fgnyltinational corporations are acquainted with the Protocol, large
cus NGO efforts, call on governments to specify how they will in-national companies are familiar with the issue of greenhouse gases
volve NGOs in the planning and implementation process, angut it is not a priority, and small- and medium-sized enterprises are
improve the GEF-NGO Network to enable NGOs to become reafleluctant to provide information on emissions because of possible
members of the GEF family. tax impacts. He recommended disseminating information adapted to

Parliamentarians and the Global Environment: The Global each country's situation and stressed the need to convince busines
Legislators Organization for a Balanced Environment (GLOBE) orthat it is rational to incorporate climate change considerations into
ganized a panel of five current or former national representativetheir decisions.

who presented a variety of issues and concerns that parliamentarianspana Younger (International Finance Corporation) said many en-
face. Barber Conable (US) said the US congressional system caitonmentally-friendly technologies are not fully competitive with
lead to impasses if the majority party's policies are not supportedsaditional technologies or may face market barriers, such as longer
potentially resulting in increased attention to domestic issues at thgayback periods for energy efficient technologies. IFC's activities
expense of international issues. Akika Yamanaka (Japan) discussgtlude exploring new financing modalities related to joint imple-
responses to the changing nature of security and, regarding the engirentation and working with commercial banks to encourage them to
ronment, suggested that: the GEF support environmental educatiogiter into novel financing arrangements for energy efficiency
Japan expand its technological assistance; and GLOBE establish isrojects, which are less amenable to traditional arrangements. He
formation centers regarding national experiences and policies. Nagaid the Clean Development Mechanism appears to offer an impor-
ma Heptulla (India) highlighted dialogue between countries throughant degree of flexibility for developed and developing countries to
their parliaments, such as the Interparliamentary Union, and withiexpand the use of clean energy technologies in developing countries.
countries, such as an Indian parliamentarians' forum for sustainabies K. Naidu (India) discussed his work in India to motivate private
development. Mathias Keah (Kenya) noted that laws are often scadector interest in renewable and efficient energy projects. Incentives
tered in various pieces of legislation and related budgets are apprgy stimulate the private sector have included tax credits, duty exemp-
priated to different government agencies. He noted difficulties fotjons and captive power consumption, whereby businesses with
national parliaments in legislating transboundary issues. He saigrojects that generate power are ensured equivalent amounts of tha
parliaments need to be consistentand laws predictable. Doekma Efsower. A number of climatic and topographical conditions constrain
ma (Netherlands) said the EU struggles with distinguishing betweethe amount of renewable energy that can be generated. Responses 1
local and regional environmental policy and suggested that sustaifhese constraints include a cost-benefit study on building higher
able development projects encompass fewer studies and more cafind towers. A member of the audience noted that while projects
crete environmental investments. GLOBE said it hosts internationalnder the Montreal Protocol have introduced energy efficient tech-
meetings where member legislators develop resolutions that they tRblogies, their climatic impacts have not figured into the benefit cal-
to introduce in their national legislatures. culations under the Multilateral Fund.

Media and the Global Environment: Ron Sanders (Antigua and New Delhi Statement of the First GEF Assembly
Barbuda) chaired this panel, which was addressed by Anita Pratap assemply Chair Sinha, in consultation with the Bureau, drafted
(CNN), Regina Scharf (Gazeta Mercantil, Brazil), Diego Perez Any, o siatement of the Assembly. Representatives discussed the State
drade (Diario La Nacion, Argentina) and. Adnar] van Klaveren et at a Roundtable meeting on Friday, 3 April, and the Chair re-
(BBC). Sanders highlighted the role of media in building awarenesgise the text based on their input. The Assembly agreed to the
as a prerequisite for global action to save the environment. Pratal jseq Statement by acclamation during the closing Plenary. The
stressed the need to personalize and humanize reporting on enviragy e ment contains ten preambular and twelve operative paragraphs

mental issues in order to bridge the gap between the local and e tollowing summary highlights changes made after the Round-
global. She said media’s role is to be a catalyst rather than an aggj|e giscussion and the agreed Statement's contents.
of change, and stressed the importance of governmental action onr o preamble expresses Utmost appreciation to the Governmen

environmental problems. Andrade said journalists have a responsi- . .
P J PONShd people of India for hosting the Assembly. It stresses that the

bility to inform people of environmental issues and noted differenc EF is a unigue and successful example of international cooperation
es in types of information necessary for developed and developin nd affirms the significant role of the GEF in supporting the objec-

countries. Sharf said journalists should be active partners in the pr@- f aareed dlobal environmental conventions and protocols. It
motion of sustainable development and stressed the need for speci y€s of agreed giobal environmental conventions and protocols.
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acknowledges the significant progress that the GEF, its IAs and thigons and development banks involved in the water sector. The ob-
Secretariat have made in the four years since its restructuring angective of the conference was to contribute to the elaboration of

welcomes the second replenishment of the GEF Trust Fund of $2. Airategies necessary for improving freshwater resources conserva
billion. Finally, it takes note of the Council's decisions and draws, asion and management in rural and urban areas to ensure better-con
appropriate, on the analyses and recommendations in the documetrtsled drinking water supply, sanitation and irrigation, while

prepared for the Assembly. integrating desertification control into these objectives.
The operative section of the Statement emphasizes that for the Participants convened in three parallel experts' workshops, on im-
GEF to meet its potential and fulfill its missions, it should: proving knowledge of water resources and uses for sustainable man-

- remain innovative, flexible and responsive to the needs of itigement, favoring the development of regulatory tools and
constituents and serve as a catalyst for other institutions and effort#astitutional capacity building, and defining strategies for sustain-
- ensure that its activities are country-driven and strengthened ! managementand identifying appropriate financial resources. In

achieve country ownership of its projects by basing them on nationd{€S€ workshops, delegates heard presentations on a number of ca:

priorities, developing an outreach strategy targeting its multiple constudies and discussed a series of draft recommendations which they

stituencies, increasing consultations with NGOs and local commudater finalized and submitted to the Ministerial session for adoption.
nities, and developing an action plan to strengthen country-level WO SPecial workshops were also convened by the Global Water
coordination, including the involvement of local and regional ex-Partnership and the World Water Council and by the International

; i ; ; ; .- -Network of Basin Organizations. A Ministerial session took place
erts and community groups in project design and implementation; ="
P y group bro) g P uring the second half of the conference, where delegates were ad-

- Increase efforts to ensure sustainability of global environmental o o< 4 by more than 120 Ministers, high-level officials and repre-
benefits generated by GEF-financing and catalyze longer-term ef-

forts coordinated with other funders for capacity building and train: entatives of international organizations, including French President
. pacity 9 Jacques Chirac and French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin. A drafting

INg; . . . o committee also convened and formulated a Ministerial Declaration.
cy-ai[&eggrsjl;\?rey/fzsi\?ergfecst;ycIe stressing simplification, transparen- _The conference adopted a Programme for Priority Actions, com-
T ) _prised of recommendations from the three expert workshops, as well

- undertake long-term planning and multi-year support to maxizs a Ministerial Declaration. These documents will be submitted as
mize global environmental benefits; official documents and will provide input for discussion at the sixth

- make the process of incremental cost calculation more transpagession of the Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD-6).
ent and pragmatic, recognizing the importance of the concept anthe following is a summary of the Programme for Priority Actions.
the need for its clarification; Improving Knowledge of Water Resources and Uses for Sus-

- strengthen its monitoring and evaluation functions, as well agsainable Management
stimulate dissemination of lessons learned and the transfer and Establishing and improving integrated systems for monitoring
adoption of new technologies; water resources, their uses and ecosystePhss section states that

- better define linkages between land degradation, particularly dex high priority should be given to the strengthening or establishment
sertification and deforestation, and the four focal areas in consultaf local, national or international integrated water information sys-
tion with the CCD, and increase support for such activities as relategms in order to mobilize information for water resource and ecosys-
to those focal areas; tem management, water use regulation and protection against point

- allow for IAs to promote measures to achieve global environ-or non-point source pollution, and prevention of crisis situations. A
mental benefits within their regular portfolios, consistent with thebetter assessment of water resources, their different uses and thei
relevant conventions and respecting the authority of the I1As' goverrefficiency is essential.

ing bodies; Strengthening and establishment of integrated information sys-
- build strong relationships with the global scientific community, tems Integrated information systems should be developed on vari-
especially in recipient countries; ous scales, from local to global. They should be structured as

- promote greater coordination with and co-financing by otherfONg-term monitoring systems, particularly at the level of large river
funding sources and expand opportunities for execution of activitiend lake basins, and aquifers. Governments are responsible for theil
by other bodies, particularly regional development banks angustainability and must also ensure improvements in quantity and
NGOs: and quality of information.

- strive to mobilize additional resources from public and private . Development of data exchanggiority should be given to the na-
sources and explore new private sector partnerships and prtilpnal and international standardization of definitions, development

vate-public ventures. of user-friendly formats, and access to and exchange of information.
For the complete Sustainable Developments report on the GEF Strengthening Regional, National and International Pro-
Assembly try:http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/sd/gefasmbly.html grammes for Acquiring Fundamental Knowledge of Water Re-

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WATER AND sources _ , _ _
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: The International Confer- ~ Understanding Major Trends And Their Impadt order to im-
ence on Water and Sustainable Development took place from 19-£fove research capacities, international scientific, institutional and
March 1998 at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris. The conferencéechnical cooperation should be strengthened to develop concepts
sponsored by the Government of France, gathered approximateﬁ&}ong with indicators and common methodologies, particularly with
600 participants, including Ministers and high-level officials from régard to the characterization of:
public bodies in charge of water management in 84 countries and  reliable and “usable” resources on the basis of rational demand
representatives of civil society, UN agencies, international organizananagement;
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« different consumptive or non-consumptive water uses in basinsnent of administrative, financial and technical frameworks is

their evolution and efficiency; underlined, in order to improve management of the water sector.
« point and non-point pollution sources; Taking account of specific needs, capacities and cultures, projects
« the condition of aquatic ecosystems, rivers, lakes, wetlands arﬁpould.addlress: . .

groundwater; * legislation and regulations for integrated water management and
« eutrophication and biological degradation of rivers, lakes angnforcement; o . - .

reservoirs; » management agencies with well-defined responsibilities and fi-

nancial resources;

* extreme meteorological and hydrological events; CeTEs S
* institutions and procedures to enable participation by local au-

» economic and social values of ecosystem functions; - L ; ) ) .
« modification of watercourse flow regimes and functioning of thorities, users and civil society, including women, nomadic people
9 9 9 and the poor, in decision-making and project specification;

aquifer systems caused by infrastructures, withdrawals and dis- . , .
d y y » detailed studies for long-term water development at the river ba-

charges; and . .
: . . : . . ..sin or aquifer level; and

 changes in land use and soil degradation, biological diversity : . . . .
and living aquatic and terrestrial resources. . eIaboratpn of multi-year priority national investment pro-

Due to women's role in utilizing and conserving water resource rgm.mles, taking account of user-pay systems and the polluter pay
their knowledge and experience should be considered as a com r_|nC||p e.f | horiti I ith d to the devol
nent of any sustainable water management programme. Information Role of Local Aut or|t|e.sO_b]gct|ves with regard to the devolu-
systems should rely on data that reflects the role of women. The ugon of water supply and sanitation responsibilities to local authori-
ers of water-related information must be associated with data colledl®S _include: improving decision-making capacity for local
tion. Prospective studies should be carried out on water resourd@@nagers; facilitating exchange of experience between managing

availability and changes in water demand to assist in identifying po@gencies; improving economic and technical service efficiency; and

tential water crises. It is particularly important to be able to asses&romoting local initiatives. - _ _ .
the interaction between inland freshwater resource management andParticipation of Civil SocietyRequirements for public and civil
other major environmental issues and to make a connection betwe&Aciety participation in planning, design and funding are: access to
water, health, sufficient nourishment and poverty. and .dissgmination of information; training.of qle.c.isi.on ma.ke.rs, in-
Facilitating regional and international cooperation to improve cluding village leaders anq NGOs; promoting initiatives W't.hm aoll-
knowledge To improve knowledge, it is necessary to reinforce re-Y0cacy groups; and full involvement of women and children's
gional and global programmes, that will rely, whenever possible, og\Wareness raising. It is recommended that a significant share of
national programmes. Considering their geographic coverage a DA for large mfrastr.ugt.ure, equipment and institutional reform be
their aim, some should be financially supported, while others call foflocated to these activities.

cooperation. The section lists some ongoing international pro- Implementation Of Management Tools For Transboundary
grammes. Freshwater BodiesReferring to Agenda 21, the Rio Declaration

Networking Water Documentation Systems and the.UN_GASS Programme for Further Implementation of Agen-
The following activities should be promoted: da 21, riparian Statgs are encouraged to cooperate on transboundar
) ) . ) ) ) . water matters, taking account of the interests of the States con-

* collection of easily understood information and wide disseminagerned. To this end, it is considered desirable to: promote informa-
tion to all stakeholders in order to promote professional training, disgjgn exchange between riparian countries; develop dialogue,
seminate new knowledge and enhance public awareness; including at the level of relevant international institutions when ap-

» creation of interlinked and widely disseminated systems for expropriate; and define priority actions of common interest. The sec-
changing institutional, economic and technical documentation antlon also calls for enhanced action by bilateral and multilateral donor
baseline information; and institutions, and invites the GEF to take account of the Priority Ac-

« development of compatible references, protocols for computetion Programme under relevant focal areas.
ized exchange of documentation and multilingual approaches, and Collection and Dissemination Of Economic Informati@oun-
management of the network and training of documentation speciafries undertake to strengthen studies on costs of different water uses

ists. performance monitoring, and national and regional indicators. Mon-
Promoting Human Resources Development and Institutional itoring mechanisms should be developed on an appropriate scale.
Capacity Building b) Human Resources Development

An introduction notes that the two key topics in this section are Multidisciplinary and multisectoral training and information pro-
the integrated management of water resources and services for thigion for water professionals and users are identified as prerequi-
supply and use of resources, including sanitation. The section buildgtes for optimum water use and cost-effectiveness.
on the Harare experts group view that an integrated approach re- yocational Training For Professionaldhere are calls for a sig-
quires a significant reinforcement of institutional and human capacyjficant increase in funding, in-service vocational training funded by
ities at both national and local levels in a complementary mannggyplic and private employers, particular attention to the training of
and with the involvement of civil society. There is a call for strong,omen, priority ODA funding for regional training focal points, and
political will and long-term financial commitment to make the rec- the possible establishment of specialized technical and managerial
ommended actions effective and durable. training institutions. Networks for training trainers and developing

a) Institutional Capacity Building materials are also proposed. Implementation of integrated water re-

Role of Public AuthoritiesThe importance of supporting inte- sources management is said to require appropriate high-level train-
grated and multi-year projects for the establishment and improve-
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ing and high priority is attached to training least qualified staff to Mobilization of external resource8ilateral and multilateral do-
improve operating conditions, maintenance and administration. nors should assist countries in formulating and implementing inte-
Research And Transfer Of Technolo@yere is a call for the de- grated water resources management strategies, consistent witt
velopment of national and regional research programmes linked @efined priorities. Evidence that existing resources are used optimal-
higher education, and the exchange of know-how and technolog{y Will help mobilize additional financial resources from national

taking account of indigenous technologies. The responsibility of th@nd international sources, both public and private. Joint action and
international community in this regard is underlined. co-financing of multilateral and bilateral donors should be empha-

Awareness, information and education of usak&ater manage- S128d-
ment is described as an increasing responsibility of users and local Use of innovative mechanisni3ue consideration should be giv-
populations, who should be made more aware of issues relating &1 to greater private sector involvement, innovative model:; forlocal
wastage control, the economic, social and cultural values of watewater resources management and use of market mechanisms wher
disease prevention, soil erosion and environmental protection. Th&Ppropriate.
will require a global transdisciplinary approach with strengthened Mobilization of local human resources and knowledge stemming

actions to enable women's participation. from different culturesLocal human resources should be mobilized
Defining Strategies for Sustainable Water Management and and the population’s diversified know-how utilized.
Identifying Appropriate Means of Financing Priorities for ODA

Formulation and implementation of sub-national, national and Bilateral and multilateral donors should first concentrate conces-
regional strategiesThis section states that: countries that have nosional financing on enabling activities and programmes intended to
yet formulated sub-national or national strategies for the water se@émprove the enabling environment in order to meet basic priority
tor should be encouraged to do so; regional strategies should be deeeds, building on ongoing activities. Among these:

veloped as necessary; existing strategies should be evaluated and meeting basic needs, with special consideration for gender and
updated regularly; and implementation of these strategies shoulghuality issues;

meet requireme_nts for integrateq walter resources management and, organization of integrated monitoring systems and databases to
include adaptation and modernization of institutional, Ieg|slat|vqmpr0ve information on resources, use and pollution:

and regulatory frameworks, improvement of knowledge of resourc- | implementation of institutional, administrative and economic
es and uses, and training in service management and equipmen} P '

maintenance. Instruments to support the use of water as a catalyst f&orms . . i o
regional cooperation could be emphasized. * vocational and in-service training;
Mobilizing Financial and Other Resources « facilitation of public-private partnerships;
Mobilization of national and local resourced/ater planningand ~ * Sustainable management of water-related ecosystems;
management must be considered within a socio-economic develop- * research, training and capacity building;
ment framework while recognizing the vital role of water in fulfill- « natural disaster preparedness; and

ing basic human needs. Incentives to improve water resources use. gfficiency of irrigation.
and protection, pricing and financial, as appropriate, should be de- Annex - Promotion of Partnership and Dialogue
veloped. Ways and means to facilitate a gradual transition toward . "

full cost recovery should be explored and should be transparent. An annex to the Programme states.that all pubhc authorities, pub-
Subsidies for specific groups, particularly poor people, might be' and private companies and NGOs involved in the water sector are
considered in some countries. invited to engage in a permanent dialogue with all users and benefi-

Approoriate frameworks should be established to: ciaries. This dialogge rquires sharing gll reIevant informatiop with
pprop , o ) o stakeholders and discussions on objectives and implementation mo-
_ *enable the sustainable mobilization of private or public funds tQyjities. Transfer mechanisms of know-how, knowledge, technolo-
finance water supply and sanitation networks; gy and all relevant information for improving efficiency and
» facilitate access to credit and encourage micro-credit develoffostering development of services will be promoted through institu-
ment; tional or business partnerships, among others. All actors will sup-
» provide, as needed, public or private investors with appropriatgort, as appropriate, sharing and dissemination of experience and
risk guarantee schemes for the financing of investments; exchange of information.

« set up, to the extent possible, user pays pricing systems that cov- Ministerial Declaration
er direct or indirect costs of services with costs billed to users who In the Ministerial Declaration, Ministers and Heads of Delega-
can afford to pay; tions state that they: are convinced that freshwater has mutually

» manage, as needed, the transition toward recovery of, at a mininked and supportive social, economic and environmental values
mum, operational maintenance and replacement costs and waterst&l is essential to sustainable development; are guided by the con-
costs, with, as necessary, an intermediate phase in which these cogldsions of UNCED and UNGASS; recall previous deliberations on
be partly covered by public funds; water by the international community; note the ongoing preparatory

« ensure transparency; process for CSD-6, including contributions from recent expert group
meetings; express concern over a number of issues which pose seri

’ apply efficiently the polluter pays prlnc!plle.; and ous threats to social and economic development; are concerned tha
« take into account costs related to acquisition of knowledge, surx

, constraints on access to water could become a major limiting factor
face and groundwater protection and development, ecosystem pressystainable development; and are determined to take advantage o
ervation and management, among others.

the opportunities to tackle these problems by promoting local and
national systems for managing the sustainable use of water resourc-
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es based on an integrated approach that links development with prorganizations, and to ensure periodic consideration, within the UN
tection of the natural environment, participation of all actors andsystem and in particular the CSD, of the proposed priorities of gov-
interested parties, and recognition of the social and economic valuesnments for action, and to emphasize the role of UNEP in the field
of water. of environment; and emphasize the need for continuous political
The Declaration also underlines the importance of: water resouréommitment and broad-based public support to ensure the achieve-
es in satisfying basic human needs, the preservation of ecosystefignt of sustainable development, management and protection, anc
and for social and economic development; protecting ecosystems @§juitable use of freshwater resources and the importance of civil so-
maintain and rehabilitate natural hydrological cycles; water for fuiety to support this commitment. For the complete Sustainable De-
ture prosperity and stability and its recognition as a catalyst for revelopments report trizttp://www.iisd.ca/sd/frh2o.html
gional cooperation; improving knowledge and understanding of MEETING ON THE GLOBAL ISSUES OF SUSTAINABLE
water resources; strengthening institutions, in particular local instibEVELOPMENT: A high-level meeting was held in Budapest,
tutions, and improving training and awareness of professionals arndungary from 13-15 March 1998 to discuss key issues on the inter-
users; promoting the development, management, use and protectinational environment and sustainable development agenda that em
of water by public and private partnerships based on participatorgnate from UNGASS, the Third Conference of the Parties to the
decision-making processes; and international cooperation in achieNFCCC and UNEPs High-level Committee of Ministers and Offi-
ing these objectives at national, regional and global levels. cials. The discussion also focused on the state of preparations for the
The Declaration: calls upon the international community, publicexpected outcome of CSD-6 and the first GEF Assembly. The agen-
authorities at every level and civil society to give priority to provid- da of the informal of the meeting included: general views on the UN-
ing safe drinking water and sanitation to all; calls on the internationGASS follow up related to freshwater resources and industry; the
al community to take into account the Harare expert meeting'significance of the Kyoto Protocol and the key steps before COP-4;
outcomes and develop a statement of principles to be applied in déi€ evolving role of GEF in support of global environmental conven-
veloping and implementing local and national water managemenitons; and general status and perspectives on UNEP.
systems and international cooperation to support them; and commits The meeting was attended by environment ministers and repre-
support for the implementation of the following guidelines, wheresentatives from 19 countries and the European Commission, the UN
appropriate, and in the framework of national and local strategied)nder-Secretary General for Social and Economic Affairs, the Ex-
taking into account each country's specific situation: ecutive Director of UNEP and the CEO of the GEF.

* promote the integration of all aspects of the development, man- In addressing the follow-up to UNGASS, participants agreed that
agement and protection of water resources by developing plans thdiNGASS demonstrated clearly that much more remains to be done
set out to satisfy basic needs and promote efficient and equitable &t all levels. They also agreed that stronger political will has to be
location of water resources, protection of ecosystems and maintesobilized to expedite the progress in the implementation of Agenda
nance of the hydrological cycle. Shared vision between riparia21 and foster national actions and international cooperation in the
countries is important for the effective development, managemerdtrea of sustainable development. However, they noted that UN-
and protection of transboundary water resources. Relevant intern@ASS advanced the international understanding of a number of key
tional conventions can make a contribution to the integration of theiissues, reconfirmed the UNCED commitments and resulted in the
special interest in sustainable water use. adoption on important decisions. They emphasized the importance

« mobilize adequate financial resources from public and privat®f preparations for CSD-6 and expressed hope the session would
sectors, and as an important part of this task, enhance the effectieeet the high expectations attached to it by governments and other
use of available resources. Provisions for progressive recovery of dpartners. Participants highlighted the new CSD Programme of
rect service costs and overheads, while safeguarding low-income u4lork, which they characterized as a more integrated approach to the
ers, should be encouraged_ ODA should Comp|ement and foconomic, social and environmental Components of sustainable de-
programmes designed for creating enabling frameworks for the sugelopment.
tainable development, management and protection of water. They said the main political challenge for CSD-6 is to achieve

. improve know|edge, training and information exchange by en.tangible results, secure further commitments to action and advance
couraging increased transfer of technology and expertise, develofitternational consensus on the issues placed on the CSD agenda
ment of monitoring and information systems related to waterThey stressed the importance of CSD building upon the participa-
resources and their uses, and support programmes for vocational &ifély approaches developed during previous sessions and exploring
continuous training. In parallel, people living in poverty and disad-new ways for even more effective involvement of major groups and
vantaged groups, indigenous communities, youth, local authoritie§ther partners. They said they were looking forward to deliberations
leaders of local communities and NGOs should be enabled to béuring CSD-6's Industry Segment, which for the first time will pro-
more involved in the decision making process. Women should b¥ide and opportunity for inter-active dialogue between the represen-
enabled to participate fully in project definition and implementation. tatives from governments, business and industry, trade unions and

The Declaration: highlights the importance of following up the NGOS. While supporting the UNGASS recommendation that minis-

guidance contained in the Programme of Priority Actions and supters other than environment ministers should participate in CSD dis-

mits it for consideration at CSD-6; calls on relevant international in-CUSSions, they underscored that the environment ministers should
stitutions to follow-up the actions derived from the CONtinue to be actively involved.

recommendations contained in the Declaration and the Programme Regarding strategic approaches to freshwater management, par
of Priority Actions; stresses the need to ensure that the problems #¢ipants reconfirmed that the issue of freshwater is among the most
achieving sustainable development, management and protectid®€ssing priorities on the sustainable development agenda. They ex:
and equitable use of freshwater resources are kept under review, Réessed grave concern that freshwater problems are worse that at th:
improve coordination between UN agencies and other internation&ime of UNCED and that current trends in this area identified, if not
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reversed, may soon jeopardize the prospects of sustainable develdpe S&o Paulo meeting and undertake further consultations with
ment and efforts for poverty alleviation, and may pose a serious satakeholders, but said CSD-6 should consider an effective follow-up
curity threat in a number of areas of the world. They expressed hopgrocess in that area. Such process could take the form of a series o
that the CSD would decide on the specific modalities for further polinternational meetings that would result in the adoption of additional
icy dialogue to be held under its aegis, on concrete actions towardgppropriate guidelines for adoption at CSD-7.

advancing integrated approaches to sustainable water managementRegarding the GEF, they noted there would be increasing de-
anq on effective measures to support national efforts through intefands for GEF funding because many countries were preparing
national cooperation. their national communications under the FCCC and national strate-

They noted that among the most challenging tasks of the furthegy plans for CBD, and called for sufficient funds. Participants high-
dialogue on the issue of freshwater is the need to integrate the twighted the first GEF Assembly and highlighted several important
main approaches to the issue; namely, the need to treat water asiasues and recommendations in the CEQO's report, such as: ensurin
economic good and an environmental resource of growing scarcityountry ownership of GEF activities; granting access to GEF re-
and the role water plays in meeting the basic human need and asaurces to regional development banks; mainstreaming environmen-
source of life. They noted the importance of making equity considtal issues; increasing private sector involvement; monitoring and
erations, in particular in addressing the problems of the poorest peevaluating lessons learned; simplifying and clarifying the estimation
ple, an integral part in the formulation of strategic approaches tof incremental costs for all GEF programme areas; stressing the sig-
integrated water management. They said an equally important goalficance of full replenishment; considering the need to elaborate the
is to ensure that water use does not undermine the integrity of the e€lean Development Mechanism of the Kyoto Protocol and ensuring
osystems. Participants said the CSD should call upon all countries that it not conflict with the GEF; emphasizing the importance of
elaborate as soon as possible their plans and strategies for integratedfinancing and leveraging of resources. Participants called on all
water management and reportto CSD in 2002. An important task fdParties involved with the replenishment to find rapid solutions to
the CSD is to promote effective collaboration within the UN systemclose the current small funding gap.
and UNEP, as the environmental “conscience” of the UN System, is Regarding the Kyoto Protoco]l participants engaged inan genera|
expected to play a leading role. They also supported regional agaluation of the achievements of COP-3 and discussed the key is-
proaches to cooperation. sues and provisions of the new protocol. They agreed that the adop-

They called for stronger cooperation and coordination betweetion of the Kyoto Protocol is a significant first step toward climate
donors and recipients of financial assistance, which should be guigrotection in the 2% Century and said early signature is an impor-
ed by recipient priorities, and between international institutes. Theyant signal in the ongoing process. They pointed out that there are
invited the CSD to consider this issue when it discusses the recormany remaining issues to be further elaborated, including further
mendation made during its Intersessional Working Group meetinglaboration of emissions trading, joint implementation, the Clean
on the possibility of establishing a mechanism for financial supporDevelopment Mechanism, compliance procedures and methods to
of national efforts in the area of freshwater. Such a mechanism coulktbunt sinks. They also noted the need for more active participation
be designed as a network of existing international donors that wilbf all Parties, including both developed and developing countries,
promote greater policy coordination and joint programming amongnd for longer-term strategy, taking into account the IPCC Third As-
the “traditional” providers of assistance. Participants noted the imsessment Report to be issued in 2000/2001. They highlighted the im-
portance of having the CSD decide on the most effective format foportance of the precautionary approach and cautioned that COP-4
an intergovernmental dialogue on freshwater between 1998 arghould not reopen the debates completed in Kyoto.

2000, and said one option was to devote some time during an In- On the elaboration of three mechanisms to prepare for the early
tersessional Working Group meeting in the year 2000 to assesatification and prompt implementation of the Protocol, and said

progress achieved. They noted the importance involving water inthese mechanisms should not be used to create loopholes. Regardin
dustry and underscored the usefulness of a code of conduct. emissions trading, they emphasized that a transparent accessible an

Regarding industry and sustainable development, participantgerifiable system is needed and this new mechanism should be de-
welcomed recent initiatives of the private sector aimed at enhancingigned to contribute to actual global reductions of GHG emissions.
environmental and social responsibility in industry, promotingThey said the Clean Development Mechanism is not a fund, but a
broader dissemination of information on sustainable business praproject-based approach for cooperation between developed and de
tices and raising eco-efficiency. They called upon countries to enveloping countries. There should be a clear distinction between
hance their efforts towards strengthening the markets for greefunctions of certification of emission reductions resulting from a
products and moving toward “recycling societies.” Governmentgroject activity and disbursement of a share of the proceeds to assis!
can set a positive example by promoting “green purchasing” anth meeting the costs of adaptation for the most vulnerable countries.
promote recycling. The potential of such voluntary schemes aSome delegates expressed the view that policies and measures, i
eco-labeling and green certification has to be further explored. Theparticular in the area of energy and transport, should be further elab-
noted that all schemes should be carried out in accordance with ilmrated as ways to implement the Kyoto Protocol. Regarding more
ternational trade rules and commitments. They expressed hope thedtive participation of all Parties, participants noted that many de-
CSD-6 would give due consideration to the linkages between industeloping countries have initiated voluntary domestic actions to ad-
try and freshwater in the context of sustainable development, as wealress climate change and emphasized that a new partnership shoul
as to environmental management systems. be established to promote such initiatives.

Regarding guidelines for consumer protection, they welcomed Participants also heard a report from the Executive-Director of
the results of the recent expert group meeting in Sdo Paulo and eNEP who emphasizednter alia: stabilizing UNEP and make it
pressed hope that CSD-7 would give the issue due consideratiopart of a stronger, efficiently organized UN office in Nairobi; giving
They recognized that some countries need to review the outcome pfiority to improving the financial situation of UNEP and UNCHS;
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promoting and supporting integrating implementation of environversity of Geneva, 102 Boulevard Carl-Vogt, 1211 Geneva 4, Swit-
mental conventions; establishing an early warning system; intensierland.; e-maillawrence@uni2a.unige.ch.

fying UNEP's role in cleaner production and chemical management. cSD INTERSESSIONAL AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON
Participants noted that the task force established to improve institynyDUSTRY AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: The
tional arrangements will have a crucial role to play. They stressedommission on Sustainable Development's Intersessional Ad Hoc
that strengthening UNEP implies that the organization must makgyorking Group on Industry and Sustainable Development met from
the transition and become again an authoritative player in the envp.g¢ March 1998 at UN Headquarters in New York. Delegates ex-
ronmental arena. They supported the substantive priority areas owhanged views on the issue and then offered comments on two iter-
lined by the Executive Director and said other important issues wergtions of the Co-Chairs' draft report. The second draft will be revised
clarifying the relationship between trade and environment, promothased on the closing remarks and form the basis for negotiations at
ing the development of environmental law; and developing environcsSp-6. Participants identified roles and produced recommendations
mental indicators. They said the special session of the Governingr industry, governments and the international community. Dele-
Council in May 1998 might provide an opportunity to discuss an%ates also briefly considered proposed elaborations of the UN
agree on early proposals for UNEP activities in important areas suaBuidelines on Consumer Protection. Several delegations preferred
as freshwater management and the follow-up to Kyoto. They agread put off detailed discussion on these until CSD-7 in 1999. Many
that the weak financial situation of UNEP requires urgent action an@articipants left pleased with the Co-Chairs' report, but several noted
expressed support for a more adequate and predictable funding syge absence of industry from the talks and stressed the importance of
tem. Efforts should be made to broaden the donor base. truly engaging the industrial sector in the CSD-6 deliberations.
WATER ENVIRONMENT FEDERATION CONFERENCE Chasing Away the UNGASS BluesThe Intersessional Working

IN ASIA: The Water Environment Federation Conference for ASia(_?,roup on |ndustry and Sustainable De\/e|0pment was an ear]y test-
(WEFTEC ASIA) was held in Singapore from 7-11 March 1998 ining ground for the CSD's attempt to recover from the low point of
Singapore, and attended by more that 1400 water quality and wastgre 1997 General Assembly Special Session (UNGASS). The test
water specialists, government officials and business executives froas to focus discussion and add value to the all too familiar agreed
more than 30 countries. For several years, the World EnVironmeménguage and thus begin to rescue the Commission from the creep-
Federation has sponsored a technical conference and exhibition iy danger of degenerating into a solely environmental forum. The
North America. This meeting represented the first WEFTEC conferquestion is whether or not the CSD is on track to pass the test.

ence held in Asia. Participants learned about the latest technology jomework: Since UNGASS, the CSD Secretariat and others
and discovered the needs of the region. In WEFTEC Asia's openingiihin the UN system have been acutely aware that there could be
session, speakers_ from nanona] governments anq the UN'E.SC. 0 better time than this year's ISWG to return to the Rio mandate for
provided an overview of marketing needs and project potentials i )g1anced treatment of all three elements of sustainable develop-

India and the Asia-Pacific region. In addition to profiling the area'son. the environmental, the social and the economic. At a Septem-
wastewater and water quality needs, the meeting offered more thgj,, inter-agency meeting in Geneva, a division of labor among UN

200 presentations and provided up-to-date technical information angyencies was agreed for the preparation of documentation for the
interactive demonstrations. Discussion groups allowed participanig\yg on industry. The input from a spread of agencies with exper-
to interact with key environment technology leaders from the;qe iy one or more of the three components of sustainable develop-

Asia-Pacific region. Tours of wastewater treatment plants provideg, oy \as designed to kick-start the process of restoring balance to
access to technologies being used in the area. Case studies addre?ﬁﬁajiscussion among delegations.

the needs of the market in India, Indonesia, Hong Kong and Sin-
gapore, as well as many other countries. For more information con- The new attempt to focus the work of the CSD on sectors such as

tact the WEC, 601 Wythe Street, Alexandria VA 22314: tel: +1mdustry is intended, in part, to take the discussion and conclusions
(703) 684-240b' fax: +1 (703) 684:2492 " 77 “beyond the well-rehearsed agreed language of Agenda 21 and the

t-Ri reements of th D. During its first fiv rs, th
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ECOLOGY, post-Rio agreements of the CS uring 11s TIrst five years, the

X . CSD's discussions about consumption, finance and technology
ECONOMY AND DEVELOPMENT: The Second International y.ohqter have added little value to its work insofar as they were not

. - '88mbedded within a more focused agenda theme. It is hoped that dis-
held at the University of Geneva from 4 - 7 March 1998. Approxi- o, sqjons, such as that on industry, will reveal linkages and help clar-

mately 300 p_articipants from 28 countries attended the plen_ary ang, tamiliar concepts. One example at the ISWG was the
parallel sessions that considered themes related to ecological eqdyification that emerged around the concept of eco-efficiency. This
nomics and development. The Conference provided a platform fqtoncent means making better use of existing levels of materials and
academics, researchers, public administrators and international C“ﬂﬁergy inputs to increase productivity. The Secretariat reportedly
servants, as well as policy decision makers from the public and thgq\aq the subsequent output from the ISWG on industry as better
business sectors, to debate the interrelations between ecological gpd expected and, in response to detractors, they were keen to poin

economic approaches to subjects such as agricultural productiogy; 4t the 1ISWG's deliberations would not be the last on the subject
biodiversity; climate change and its impacts on human society; con;o that work on the sector had been operationalized.

sumption and production processes; governance; participatory ap- Technology Transfer. A good place to look for shifts is the dis-

proaches for policy decision making; transboundary pollution; water rse on technoloay transfer. an issue that reaularly invites an al-
resource management; sustainable development; taxes, subsidie! gy ’ 9 Y

and incentives; trade; town and country planning; and valuation of10St ritual-style repetition of positions. Some subtle and not so

natural resources. Copies of the Conference Programme and BogHbtle changes stemming from both procedural and substantive in-

of Abstracts (120 contributions of 250-1000 words) can be obtaineﬂovations in the discussion were noted this year. A perennial critique

at a cost of 20 Swiss franks from Roderick Lawrence. CUEH Uni_of the discussions on technology transfer and finance has been that

when couched as they have been in a broad context or discussed a

Volume 3 - Number 2, 15 April 1998 18 of 55


mailto:lawrence@uni2a.unige.ch

/linkages/journal/UPDATES
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

transfers per se, delegates fall back on familiar rhetorical refrainemmendations in the report from the S&o Paulo Interregional Work-
and have difficulty agreeing on specific actions. The agenda adoptezhop on expanding the UN Guidelines on Consumer Protection. The
at UNGASS called on delegates to consider technology transfer NGO Steering Committee pushed for agreement on criteria for “eth-
the context of their deliberations on one sectoral issue and one ecizal labeling,” stressing the need to take account of criteria reflecting
nomic sector, rather than as a stand alone issue. To avoid divertinlge social as well as the environmental components of sustainable
attention entirely from the cross-sectoral issues, the developindevelopment. The US and members of the G-77/China (notably the
countries ensured that one afternoon at each session of the ISWRhilippines, where the tourism authority promotes the country as
was designated for comments on technology transfer in the conteXthe Shopping Center of the East”), resisted full negotiation of the
of primary issue on the week's agenda. The resulting discussions guidelines at CSD-6. The Co-Chairs recommended a procedural dis-
technology transfer as it relates to both freshwater and industry werission and recommendation to ECOSOC on what to do next. All of
viewed to be more constructive and specific than in the past, albeihis takes place in the run-up to CSD-7's consideration of the over-
marginally. riding issue of changing consumption and production patterns. Sup-

Two substantive innovations in the debate may help lay th@orters of the guidelines agenda, including the European
groundwork for greater specificity as the dialogue continues. Th&ommission, are keen that delegations arrive at CSD-7 engaged
first stemmed from the expert meeting hosted by the Republic of Kowith the issues, including the guidelines, and prepared for an in-
rea (4-6 February 1998) on publicly-funded research and publidormed and useful negotiation. The Commission is expected to sup-
ly-owned technologies. Participants there identified policies througiport some kind of formal and inclusive preparatory process on the
which governments generate publicly funded research and develo@tidelines prior to CSD-7. This could take the form of a parallel
ment on ESTs and policies for the diffusion and accelerated transféforking group at CSD-6, an ECOSOC ad hoc working group or a
of publicly- funded ESTs. Delegates to the ISWG commented thaiegional meeting. As part of their preparation, NGOs are expected to
the meeting in the Republic of Korea recognized that the much hefocus on national lobbying efforts to ensure the engagement of key
alded private sector is not the only actor in technology transfer angtates, including the Philippines and the United States. The final test
pointed out ways in which government can and does p|ay arole. ThHa&h the CSD's performance on this issue will come at CSD-7 in 1999.
second substantive change was delegates' focus on how this otherConclusion: The ISWG on Industry and Sustainable Develop-
actor, the private sector, can facilitate technology transfer. Developnent presented an obvious opportunity for genuinely engaging busi-
ing countries have been told that the private sector owns the ESTeess leaders and regaining some credibility that may have been los!
and will be the primary actor in their transfer. Delegates to the ISWG&Gt UNGASS. Industry's engagement with the challenge of sustain-
finally focused on industry's role in this regard. The text on this issuable development was much clearer and well defined during the Ky-
remains fairly general, however: “companies are encouraged to proto process. That engagement, of course, consisted of outright
vide ESTs.” Some delegates expressed hope that new proposals waifiposition as well as a desire to participate in the design of legally
emerge during CSD-6's dialogue with industry representatives. Tha@inding commitments. Since the CSD's decisions are not legally
degree to which the CSD can encourage companies to provide ES®Hsding, there is far less impetus for the participation of industry.
depends on how well the CSD engages the private sector in the sudewever, there are some opportunities for the CSD to enhance the
tainable development dialogue. currency of its exchanges for the industry sector. The CSD can com-

Industry Participation : Despite its Industry Segment title, some Plement the activities of organizations like the WBCSD and the In-
ISWG participants commented that the presence of industry was diternational Chamber of Commerce insofar as their memberships
ficult to detect. During the recent negotiation of the Kyoto Protocol,have already recognized that the environmental and social limits that
the prospect of a legally binding instrument with direct economicneed to be integrated into the dominant development model, through
impacts brought business leaders running from around the worldhe systematic application of such concepts as eco-efficiency, repre-
The CSD, however, lacks a truly comparable incentive and particis€nt an economic opportunity. The CSD can offer industry a menu
pation appeared limited to a few association representatives. Ofé recommendations, focusing on best practices, and perhaps an op
observer stated that industry had not been invited and that some iROrtunity to both guide and ground the debate. The quid pro quo
dustry representatives viewed UNGASS's attempt to forge linkage®ust be a thoughtful attempt by the CSD to guide governments in
as little more than a lecture and were not likely to return. Still othetthe establishment of consistent and appropriate national legal, fiscal

delegations confessed there had been little if any industry particip@nd policy frameworks. The lack of consistent treatment of the need
tion in the development of their positions. for these frameworks at the ISWGs on freshwater and industry has

During the remaining weeks prior to CSD-6, delegates will need'0t impressed industry representatives.
to look seriously at ways to ensure stronger industry participation A significant opportunity for political influence over industry's
and launch a follow-up process. One course of action proposed Bgvel of engagement, however, is the CSD's work on issues such as
the US, and advocated by NGOs, would have the CSD establishtge consumer guidelines. The global democracy made up of the
process to review the effectiveness of voluntary initiatives intendetvorld's citizen-consumers includes a number of highly informed
to promote sustainable and equitable business practices. CanaéRnstituencies who will prove more than receptive to a credible and
suggested that the Intergovernmental Forum on Chemical Safetgoherent set of expanded consumer guidelines that render transpar
where governments and industry representatives joinﬂy reach reént the tru_e economic, social and enviror_1mental costs of every act of
ommendations for the chemical industry, could provide a model foFonsumption. As Secretary-General Kofi Annan commented recent-
a multi-stakeholder dialogue on CSD agenda topics. Whether tH¥: “People move governments.” The political influence will not
CSD takes up these or generates new ideas will test its resolve &@me so much from top-down delivery as from a recognition at the
build partnerships for sustainable development. CSD that certain elements of its agenda can hit the ground running

Consumer Guidelines A number of NGOs, notably Consumers where they reinforce the objectives of already mobilized constituen-

International, lobbied for negotiations at CSD-6 on the basis of recSi€s- For the complet&arth Negotiations Bulletimeport on this
meeting try:http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/vol05/enb0599e.html
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CSD INTERSESSIONAL AD HOC WORKING GROUP ON agree on the who and the how of the international freshwater agenda
STRATEGIC APPROACHES TO FRESHWATER MANAGE- as opposed to the questions of what needs to be done and why. Muct
MENT: The Commission on Sustainable Development's Interseemphasis will have to be placed on institutional questions and fol-
sional Ad Hoc Working Group (ISWG) on Strategic Approaches tolow-up measures.

Freshwater Management met from 23-27 February 1998 at UN water Under the Bridge: For some of the most vigorous propo-
Headquarters in New York. Delegates exchanged views on freshwgents of the freshwater agenda, the ISWG formed a “bridge” be-
ter issues and offered comments on two iterations of the Co-Chairgyveen all that has gone before to create a wealth of ideas and
draft report. The report will be revised to include remarks on the segrinciples to choose from and the current lead-up to CSD-6. At the
ond iteration and will prOVide the basis for negotiation at CSD-6.end of the week's proceedings they were confident that the bndge
Many speakers highlighted the numerous existing agreements ag@uld well take governments towards an action-oriented phase, giv-
plans for freshwater and said the time has come for action and imen that the bulk of the text agreed at the ISWG deals with implemen-
plementation. Central debates focused on the economic and sociation issues and follow-up.
values of water and accompanying governmental responses as welli¢ i prigge builders at the ISWG faltered, it was due to a person-
as cooperation among riparian States on transhoundary or intemas| problem. At Harare, the delegations were made up of water spe-
tional watercourses. Delegates and NGOs believed there was a Q€3jists  with  immediate experience  with contemporary
gree of convergence of positions during the week and left upbegfeyejopments in the water sector. At ISWG, delegations were dom-
about the prospects for agreement at CSD-6. inated by representatives from Foreign Ministries. So, not for the
Testing the Water at the CSD After a not-so-special General first time, issues became unnecessarily politicized. One example
Assembly (UNGASS) to review implementation of Agenda 21 lastyas the debate on public-private partnerships, which have become &

year, the CSD's attempt to harness the international community's peommon feature in the water sector. At the ISWG, a residual ideo-
litical will to act on strategic approaches to freshwater and sustainogical resistance to water pricing was apparent.

able development has a special significance. The jury is still out on  §na gelegate expressed the hope that an opportunity to bridge this
the CSD's effectiveness in mobilizing political will for sustainable g b b PP y J

devel th itted | inthe f tih L?ap between what is happening in the real world and the residual
evelopment. With a committed issue sponsor in the form of the EY, 54 into rhetoric will come in March at the Paris Conference on

and a growing rgcognition Of. the importance of regional approaCheWater and Sustainable Development. During the ISWG it was re-
to affect global implementation, the prospects for a transition (0 a ey that a Ministerial session on institutional follow-up is being
action-oriented phase in the freshwater agenda are good. planned for the Paris event.

The immediate history of the CSD's initiative on freshwater goes  peginns Hold the Key The remainder of the Intersessional peri-
back to its inclusion in a three-point agenda tabled by the EU at UNgq il see a number of initiatives taking shape, notably at UNEP's
GASS. Together with their energy initiative, the EU proposed a proyjigh.| evel Committee of Ministers and Officials meeting from
gramme on freshwater. An NGO described the CSD-6 process as the o, 2_4 March. This is expected to provide an opportunity for the

“earliest opportun?ty for this unfinished business to be resolved” afg; 15 advance its proposals to have UNEP design a regional initia-
ter the EU's headline agenda was somewhat frustrated at UNGAS{ye on freshwater along the lines of its regional seas programme. It

~ Theissue has lost none of its momentum in Europe. The UK Press expected that their advocacy of this approach has been coordinat-
idency of the EU is very conscious of its pioneering and historicakd with the UNEP Executive Director, Klaus Topfer.
role on the issue, a history that stretches back to Britain's 1848 Pub- 11 desire to build in accommodation for regional sensitivities

lic Health Act, the first of its kind. The more recent history is rich \y4q 5150 apparent to G-77/China observers. A particularly sensitive
with texts and dialogue on what needs to be done at the internationak ;e is that of shared watercourses. While some within the
level to bring clean water, sanitation and the associated services agd77/china would have preferred that the CSD avoid this legal de-
conservation measures to all parts Of the W.Orld ona sustamable bﬂéte, those with clear and present interests in the question ensurec
sis. Principles and themes for strategic, equitable and sustainable gx¢ the Co-Chairs' text reflected the language of the recently agreed
proaches to freshwater management have been articulated since fg,ention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of Interna-
1977 UN Water Conference at Mar del Plata, Argentina, angjona|\watercourses, which seeks equitable sharing of resources.

through ensuing international conferences, including the 1990 New Th dtob fvi ; the G-77
Delhi Global Consultation on Safe Water and Sanitation and the ere appeared to be some convergence of views from the -

landmark 1992 Dublin International Conference on Water and thémd other delega‘uons, _mcIudm_g the EU and the US. The conver-
Environment and subsequent elaboration of Chapter 18 of Agen ence was evident on issues like the economic valuation of water

: (Water pricing) — a concept that caused some nervousness within the
21. More recently, there was the Expert Group Meeting on Strategi a . ;
Approaches to Freshwater Management in Harare earlier this yea -77/China. Members of the G-77/China welcomed the fact that the

o . ) U, the US and Japan appeared to meet them half-way and acknowl-
__ The specific mandate for the CSD's discussion of the freshwatelyqe that water is also a social good, and indicated a preparedness t
issue is contained in paragraph 35 of the Programme for the Furthﬁéke account of country and regional specificities
Implementation of Agenda 21 adopted by UNGASS. The paragrap '

calls for a dialogue under the aegis of the CSD, beginning at its sixth After a nur_nber offalse starts, the international community Is nNow
session, aimed at: “Building a consensus on the necessary actior%esemed with an opportunity to lift the countless words, ideas and

and in particular, on the means of implementation and on tangibIBrinCipIes from the pages of reports agreed at diverse intergovern-
' mental deliberations over the course of the past twenty years. The

results, in _order to consider initiating a strategic approach for the imy tcome of the freshwater debate will have a special significance for
plementation of all aspects of the sustainable use of freshwater f(ﬁﬁje Commission, as it is the first post:UNGASS test of the body's
social and economic purposes. . ... .....ability to mobilize political will for action on a vital dimension of
So delegations arrived at the ISWG well informed and with little g \stainable development. For the complEgeth Negotiations Bul-
doubt that the challenge at CSD-6 will be a test of political will 10 |etin report tryhttp://www.iisd.ca/linkages/vol05/enb0594e. himl
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WORKSHOP TO ESTABLISH A NETWORK OF ENVI- Labor and Environment: There is growing convergence of
RONMENTAL ECONOMICS FOR WEST AFRICA: A subre- views on the need for the MAI to address social concerns and partic-
gional network that aims at sensitizing decision makers to integratelarly environmental protection and labor issues. Most delegations
environmental economics into their development projects, to ensutgelieve that the MAI should contain a strong commitment by gov-
the sustenance of their goals, was inaugurated at Greenhill near Aernments not to lower environmental or labor standards in order to
cra, Ghana on 23 February 1998. The Network of Environmentadttract or retain investment. Delegations agree to make it clear that
Economics for West Africa, which has 30 members, was inaugurathe MAI will not inhibit the exercise of the normal regulatory pow-
ed by Lee Ocran, Deputy Minister of Environment, Science ancers of government and that the exercise of such powers will not
Technology of Ghana, at the end of a five-day workshop. Memberamount to expropriation. They also agree to associate the OECD
are from Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cote d'lvoire, Ghana, NigeriaGuidelines for Multinational Enterprises which highlight investors’
and Sierra Leone but others from the subregion will be included. responsibilities in the fields of labor and environment.

The network, which has Professor Adeniyi Osuntogun, director Liberalization and Exceptions: Delegations confirmed that the
of the Foundation for Environmental Development and Education itMAI is to be an ambitious comprehensive agreement covering, in
Nigeria as Chair, will use the Ghana Institute of Management angrinciple, all sectors and economic activities. Exceptions will never-
Public Administration as its secretariat. Edward Asante and Kwadtheless be needed for overriding and widely-shared policy reasons,
wo Tutu, both of Ghana, are executive secretaries of the networlsuch as national security, and to respect political sensitivities and
which has advisory, management and technical committees to stegtiorities, taking into account other international agreements. The
its affairs. Ocran, who opened the workshop, said since the enviromliscussion focused particularly on the treatment of measures taken
ment has no boundaries, it was important to solve all environmentdbr reasons of national security, public order, regional economic in-
problems with a collaborative effort. Osuntogun noted that environtegration organizations, culture, subsidies and government procure-
mental issues which were very crucial were given little considerment. In judging proposed exceptions, delegations agreed to be
ation during the formulation, implementation and appraisal ofguided by the need to preserve the quality of the Agreement and to
projects in the subregion. He added that the network would work tachieve a satisfactory balance of rights and obligations.
Strengthen this. He said it would focus on the dissemination of infor- Extraterritoria”ty: De|egates discussed the issues arising from
mation, research, training and education on all aspects of the endonflicting requirements, secondary investment boycotts and illegal
ronment from the grassroots to the highest levels. The Chair askegpropriations. A solution to these issues seems necessary to ensur
members to seek support from their governments, donor agenciessuccessful outcome of the MAI negotiations.
private and public instity_tions to achieve their goals. They should be According to the Chair's conclusions, delegations are ready to in-
prepared to make sacrifices to ensure the growth of the network. tengity their efforts to reach agreement on all outstanding issues.

Dr. T. B. Wereko, Director-General of the Ghana Institute of They also agree to pursue their dialogue with interested Non-Mem-
Management and Public Administration, assured the network of itger countries to facilitate their early participation in the Agreement.
help in the provision of logistics for the secretariat. Patrice Harou of-or information try the OECD web site attp://www.oecd.orgThe
the World Bank urged the participants to utilise the knowledge acmA| negotiating text is also available.

quired at the workshop for the improvement of the environment of |\TERNATIONAL EXPERT MEETING ON THE ROLE
their countries. The workshop, organized jointly by the Ghana InstinE pUBLICLY FUNDED RESEARCH AND PUBLICLY
tute and the Economic Development Institute of the World Bankq\wNED TECHNOLOGIES: The International Expert Meeting
trained participants to identify linkages between macro-economic,, the Role of Publicly-Funded Research And Publicly-Owned
sectoral and environmental issues and to integrate them to acme’f%chnologies in the Transfer and Diffusion of Environmentally
sustainable growth. Participants incluqled professionals and acay g Technologies (ESTs) was held in Kyongju, Republic of Ko-
demia from NGOs. For more information tripttp://www.world- a5 from 4 - 6 February 1998. Sponsored by the Korean government
bank.org/ and implemented by UNCTAD, UNDESA and UNEP, the work-
HIGH LEVEL MEETING ON THE MULTILATERAL shop focused on a document that drew from case studies from Bra-
AGREEMENT ON INVESTMENT (MAI):  High level officials  zil, Canada, Czech Republic, France, Germany, India, Japan, the
of the 29 OECD countries and the European Commission met in Parepublic of Korea, the UK and the US. Sessions at the workshop fo-
is on 16-17 February 1998 to discuss the main outstanding questiogsed on: the relevance of publicly-funded R&D in the generation
concerning the MAI and give political impetus to concluding the ne-and diffusion of ESTs; examples of technology cooperation to pro-
gotiations, based on the mandate established by OECD Ministers ffiote the commercialization and diffusion of ESTs in developing
May 1997. The five Observer Delegations -- Argentina, Brazil,countries; policies and institutional frameworks to facilitate the wid-
Chile, Hong Kong (China) and the Slovak Republic -- also partici-er diffusion of public-funded ESTs.
pated in the discussions. Delegations reaffirmed the importance they 1, meeting's findings and suggestions for new policy initiatives
attach to achieving a comprehensive multilateral framework for in-

ith hiah dards of liberalizati di note that many governments explicitly refer in their public policy
vestment with high standards of liberalization and investment progisie ments to the need to share ESTs with the developing world, but
tection with effective dispute settlement procedures and open

. ) the extent and pace of transfers are inadequate. There is considerabl
Non-Member countries. They regard investment as an essenti

on the outstanding issues of political importance. Discussions fag,q post-transfer follow-up. Regarding policies for the generation of

cqseq in particular on three areas: .Iat.)or and Fhe environment, IIbe}5'ublicly funded R&D, participants called for: strengthening linkag-

alization and exceptions, and conflicting requirements. es between the generators of ESTs and downstream players, such
industry and other users; supporting the development of a sustain-
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able development business “culture” through national cleaner prdauna nets, could be challenged. The Sierra Club stated that this ruling
duction centers; and developing national environmental policylaces trade above all else, including endangered species and globa
frameworks for the stimulation and application of ESTSs. environmental protection. The World Wildlife Fund said the ruling,
Regarding policies for diffusion and accelerated transfers, partidf allowed to stand, would ~exacerbate tensions between the multi-
ipants suggested: creating incentives for the transfers, including tdgteral trading system and the pursuit of sustainable development,
incentives, tariff reductions and IPR protection in exchange for techwhile further reducing the credibility of the WTO in the eyes of a
nology transfer; supporting businesses through funds for feasibilitgoncerned public.” They said that rather than relax its conservation
studies on market opportunities and commercial viability; and reactions, the US should redouble its efforts to reform the unbalanced
ducing risks to the environmental industry through financing, suchWVTO rule system.
as grants and venture capital investments underwritten by the gov- The devices could save 97 percent of the 150,000 sea turtles that
ernment. Regarding cross-cutting policies, participants called fodie in nets every year, while losing up to three percent maximum of
building and strengthening interfaces between existing informatiothe shrimp, according to Deborah Crouse, a senior scientist with the
networks to facilitate access; encouraging technology needs asse€enter for Marine Conservation. Six of the seven species of sea tur-
ments to identify demands; and developing an inventory of bedies in the world are on the US Endangered Species List, while all
practices in commercializing and diffusing publicly-funded ESTs. seven are covered under the United Nations Convention on Trade in
For more information contact the Division for Sustainable Devel-Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna (CITES), which prohibits
opment; United Nations Plaza, Room DC2-2270, New York, NYthe trade of such species. Because sea turtles grow and mature ver
10017 USA; telephone: +1 (212) 963 3170; fax: + 1 (212) 963 4260slowly, their populations are particularly vulnerable to mortality of

Internet;http://www.un.org/esa/sustde-mail:dpcsd@un.org larger juveniles and adults -- those most likely to drown in shrimp
nets. These concerns led the US to pass a law, in 1990, requiring US
/TRADE AND ENVIRONMENT fishing nets to have turtle excluder devices and prohibiting the im-

port of shrimp from countries that do not use the devices. As a result
of the law, 18 countries have adopted their own laws requiring the

WTO DISPUTE PANEL RULING: On 6 March, a World e of sych devices. For more information try the WTO Home Page
Trade Organization dispute resolution panel issued its final rulingy; p++-//ww.wio.org/or WWE athttp://www.wwfus.ora/

against the US in a dispute with Asian nations over a US law de- WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION SYMPOSIUM OF
signed to protect endangered sea turtles by restricting imports
. . . N-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS ON TRADE,
shrimp caught in nets that also entrap sea turtles. The panel said t VIRONMENT AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT:
US ban contradicted international trade regulations by requirin he World Trade O >ation (WTO) S . N G.
that, in order to be sold in the US, shrimp must have been caught us- e word frade Jrganiza fon ( ) ymposium ot iNon-sovern-
mental Organizations (NGOs) on Trade, Environment and Sustain-

ing a system that offers the same protection for turtles as US law ;
which requires turtle excluder devices. Thailand, Malaysia, PakistaibIe Development was held at WTO Headquarters in Geneva from

and India challenged the US import restrictions on the grounds th 7-18 March 1998. The Symposium was attended by over 150 indi-

they discriminated against shrimp exports from countries that die{|duals representing environment ano! de_velopment NGOs, private
corporations, research and academic institutes, and over 60 individ-

not require turtle protections. Under international trade rules, coun: Is representing Member aovernments. The obiective of the Svm-
tries may not make distinctions between products based on the way ~ P ng 9 L J y

sium, organized by the WTO Secretariat, was to broaden and
e

they are produced. The US argued that the law was fully consiste ) .
with WTO rule exceptions, which allow countries to impose restric- epen Fhe constructive Q|alogue between NGO.S and the WT.O, on
the relationship between international trade, environmental policies

tions needed to protect human, animal or plant life. Article XX of the .

GATT, which lists general exceptions to trade rules, states that notﬁﬂ-nd sustamablg developmeht. ] ) ) ) o
ing in the Agreement “shall be construed to prevent the adoption or 1he Symposium was divided into six sessions, wherein partici-
enforcement by any contracting party of measures...necessary RgNts heard panel presentations, asked questions and offered com
protect human, animal or plant life or health,” or “relating to the con-ments. Discussions focused on three major themes: identifying
servation of exhaustible natural resources if such measures are mdfgtitutional linkages related to the trade-environment-sustainable

effective in conjunction with restrictions on domestic production ordevelopment nexus; deepening analysis of the economic linkages
consumption.” between trade liberalization and the environment; and legal compat-

ibility between trade and environmental agreements. The Secretariat

In March, the WTO panelissued a preliminary finding that the US ompiled papers for consideration at the Symposium concerning a

had broken trade rules by barring the shrimp imports. The US ma CT . . . :
appeal the decision, or try to negotiate settlements with the fo umberof_to_p|cs, mcluqlmg t_he environmental benefits of removing
; gde restrictions and distortions.

countries that brought the case. US Trade Representative Charle . . o
Barshefsky criticized the decision, stating that the WTO panel [N the opening session, participants were addressed by: Renatc
reached the “wrong conclusion.” Another US trade official said thdkuggiero, WTO Director-General; Rubens Ricupero, Secre-
WTO decision would not change US laws, noting that there are fary-General of UNCTAD; Klaus Tépfer, UNEP Executive Direc-
number of measures that could be taken. The complaintant countriéd> Eimi Wantanabe, Assistant Administrator and Director for the
fought the ban, stating that it breaches international trade law by inf2uréau of Development Policy, UNDP. The opening session was
posing US law on others. While Thailand requires excluder devicefllowed by panels that considered: overview of trade and environ-
on its shrimp nets, it filed the case with the others “out of principle”Ment; trade liberalization and environmental benefits - pursuing

because the ban is inconsistent with international trade rules. win-win links; pricing reform and the environment - sectoral impli-

US environmental groups urged for an immediate appeal, sayin tpns; legal compatibility between trade and environmental poli-
es; and the future agenda.

the ruling would put sea turtles in great jeopardy. They expresse
concern other laws protecting animals, such as dolphins trapped in
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Analysis: Participants at the fourth WTO NGO Symposium drew the framework. The newly-proposed Standing Conference on Trade
at least one nearly unanimous conclusion: the trade and environmeamd Environment could offer another avenue for forging the missing
communities have made giant strides in understanding each otheirgernational architecture.
role and competence. Some of the seemingly insurmountable barri- An upcoming issue of major importance is the 1999 review of the
ers apparent at the first such symposium in June 1994 have giverRIPs Agreement and its relationship with the Convention on Bio-
way to reasoned debate, revealing a sophisticated level of knowlggical Diversity (CBD). The challenge will lie in ensuring that the
edge of both the issues and the possibilities and limits of the WTG'RIPs provisions on plant variety protection and biotechnology
in addressing these issues. The days of sterile “WTO bashing” seepioducts support the CBD's provisions on compensation for tradi-
largely over. tional knowledge and custodianship, as well as benefit-sharing from

NGOs recognized the WTO's efforts to increase transparencyroducts based on genetic resources. On the day following the Sym-
particularly through its electronic document distribution systemposium, NGOs initiated dialogue with the Secretariats of the WTO
However, much remains to be done: documents are still routinely reand the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) in prepa-
stricted until six months after issuance and all meetings, even thosation for the review of Article 27.3.(b), which deals with intellectu-
not involving negotiations, remain closed to civil society observersal property protection for plant varieties.

As the NGO representative summing up the meeting observed: The SubsidiesReflecting talks in the CTE over the past three years,
WTO has evolved from opaque to translucent. Transparency is stithuch of the Symposium's “win-win” discussions revolved around
some distance away. subsidy reduction, particularly in agriculture but also in the fisheries

It was generally recognized that while trade liberalization, subsiand mining sectors. The CTE has identified subsidy reductions as
dy reductions and other trade-related measures could contribute éme way to advance the environmental agenda while benefiting freer
sustainable development - through improved living standards andade, but has not clearly recommended that the WTO should there-
more resources for environmental protection, for instance - the linkore concentrate on subsidy reductions in future negotiations. The
was by no means automatic: adequate national policies coupled wiymposium highlighted the complexity of the issue: subsidy reduc-
effective enforcement were essential preconditions for trade antbn may cause severe social and, in some cases, environmenta
sustainable development goals to be mutually reinforcing. damage. Furthermore, there might be some scope for using subsidie:

The Format: The Symposium was the |argest NGO consultationto achieve enVir.(Jnm.ental beneﬁts. Should the CTE be able to reach
ever Organized by the WTO. It also attracted more government deft recommendation, it is still dOUbthl to what extent - if at all - that
egates than any of the previous ones. While these facts may indica@commendation would be taken into account when governments
success, the time may have come to consider supplementing tREart negotiations on the ultra-sensitive agricultural front.
rather general exchange-of-views type of symposia with smaller, Processing and production methods and unilateral trade mea-
more focused meetings on specific topics where more concrete asdres Import bans or other forms of discriminatory treatment based
detailed debate on key issues could take place. Among the mamn processing and production methods (PPMs) are not allowed un-
possible topics for such meetings are achieving a better balance baer WTO rules. Dispute settlement panels have consistently ruled
tween the global environmental and trade regimes, and findinggainst such unilateral actions as violations of the obligation of
mechanisms to address the environmental and social impacts of inen-discrimination for “like products” on the one hand, and as ef-
ternational trade. There also is an obvious need, expressed by onefofts to extend domestic legislation beyond national borders on the
the few African NGO participants, to hold symposium-type regionalother. While most speakers agreed that MEAs offered the best ap-
meetings to build civil society capacity to deal with trade and susproach to addressing global environmental concerns, many stresse
tainable developmentissues in Africa and other developing regionghe difficulty of reaching such agreements, or providing them with

The Issues that “Will Not Go Away”: Most participants agreed Stringent and enforceable diSpUte Settlem_ent mechanisms. In the ab
that the Committee on Trade and Environment had not lived up tgence of those, trade measures - even unilaterally taken - were some
expectations. In his closing remarks, Renato Ruggiero said hémes necessary to reach a desired environmental goal, the latter
shared the sense of disappointment and committed himself to “rev@rgued.
talizing” the CTE, which should move from “identifying problems  Many speakers pointed out that one the key components in setting
to identifying solutions.” Several major stumbling blocks, however,the world on a sustainable development path involves changing the
still remain. way goods are produced (or commodities grown, harvested or ex-

The relationship between multilateral environmental agreementgacted). While NGOs seem to have generally accepted that GATT
and the WTO Many speakers acknowledged that the WTO isProvisions are unlikely to be changed in this respect, several sugges-
ill-equipped to deal with the global commons. In his opening statetions were made to initiate discussions on a possible side agreemen
ment, Renato Ruggiero challenged the participants to help establigti other ways of making PPM-based trade restrictions GATT-com-
a new “international architecture” or framework to “manage thepatible under certain circumstances. A suggestion was made to pos-
linkages” between the multilateral trade regime and sustainable dé&ibly allow favorable tariffs for products made with methods that
velopment concerns. The need to better integrate the various comp@:omote sustainable development. While to most Northern advo-
nents of sustainable development was reflected in the addressesc@tes the PPM issue is essentially an environmental one, Southerr
the heads of UNCTAD, UNEP and UNDP's Bureau of Developmenparticipants saw the need for legitimate product differentiation
Policy. Referring to the fragmented nature of the international envibased on their artisanal and culturally appropriate production.
ronmental regime, Klaus Topfer said one his top priorities as UN- Looking Forward : Several participants referred to the potential
EP's new Executive Director was to develop a single voice foof the Kyoto Protocol to influence the trade and sustainable devel-
MEAs to provide a coherent environmental counterpart to the powepment interface. If scientific evidence keeps mounting on the exist-
erful world trading system. The agreement between the two instituence and consequences of global warming, pushing governments tc
tions on “a fresh start of informal cooperation” could prove a part ofadopt increasingly stringent mitigation strategies, including trade
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measures, the Protocol could become “the most important economamd UNCTAD contributes to reform of the UN. The first stage in de-
treaty since the creation of the GATT,” and as such a WTO test caseeloping an operative joint plan of action is scheduled for mid-May
regarding trade restrictions imposed for environmental purposes. of this year. Since taking office last December, Mr. Magarifios has
Civil society is likely to seek avenues to take forward the suggespledged to work towards eliminating duplication between UNIDO
tion to open up the WTO dispute settlement mechanism by allowingnd other multilateral agencies. UNCTAD on its part had pledged at
public hearings and amicus curiae briefs submitted by NGOs. MedJNCTAD IX to work with all agencies in the area of investment
sures such as these would make the system more transparent, as W&fimotion. For information contact UNCTAD; e-mail:
as contribute to making panel rulings more acceptable to the publigv€ébmaster@unctad.grinternet:http://www.unicc.org/unctad/
A much longer-term goal might be the establishment of a WTO Par- WTO, UNCTAD AND ITC COMMON TRUST FUND FOR
liament, suggested by Professor Cottier as a way to further the “denTFECHNICAL ASSISTANCE TO AFRICA IN THE TRADE
ocratic legitimization” of the world trading body. SECTOR: The WTO, UNCTAD and the International Trade Centre
Many of the participants praised the technical expertise that chaf! TC) launched a Common Trust Fund on 1 March to support the im-
acterized interventions on such subjects as the relationship betweBlgmentation of a Joint Integrated Technical Assistance Programme
the TRIPs agreement and the Convention on Biological Diversityin Selected Least-Developed and Other African Countries. The Inte-
the revision of the WTO's dispute settlement mechanism or ways t@rated Programme aims to help African countries participate more
advance the PPM debate. Mechanisms might be found to addregHectively in the multilateral trading system and improve their ex-
some of these issues. Another major challenge, however, neeB8rt competitiveness. It reflects a strong commitment by the three
equal attention: the effects of globalisation on vulnerable popula®rganizations to coordinate jointly their efforts and resources for the
tions in the poorest countries, already marginalized in the globailevelopment of African trade. Donor countries noted that a common
trading system. Until the international trading system addresses tfigist fund would be a resource-efficient approach to cooperation
real needs of those populations, it will not truly achieve “the objec-among international organizations, donor governments and benefit-
tive of sustainable development,” as mandated by the Preamble &g partner countries, and therefore strongly supported its establish-

the Marrakesh Agreement establishing the WTO. ment. The new Fund is the first such mechanism established jointly
For the complete Sustainable Developments report on this meetMong the three organizations operating in the economic sphere.

ing try: http://www.iisd.ca/sd/wtongo.html The Fund is guided by a Steering Group that includes donor and
UNCTAD AND UNIDO STRATEGIC INVESTMENT AL- benefiting partner countries, and the secretariats of the cooperating

LIANCE: The United Nations Conference on Trade and Deve|op_institutions. Representatives of potential donors and benefiting part-
ment (UNCTAD) and United Nations Industrial Development "€" countries may attend as observers. The Common Trust Fund ha:
Organization (UNIDO) forged a new strategic alliance to boost inW0 windows. Window | is for: unearmarked contributions, which
vestment in developing countries. A memorandum of understandinj!!! P& used to finance national needs assessments, project develop
to ensure cost effectiveness and optimal use of official developmel€Nt and other advisory missions; activities for the collective bene-
assistance was signed on 26 March 1998 by UNCTAD Secr 1t of participating countries; and complementary or full financing of
tary-General Rubens Ricupero and UNIDO Director-General Carlogoumrz projects. W'ndoo\lN Il'is for country prOJeCtshonIyr.]_lTC man-
Magarifios. The alliance harnesses the organizations' comparati¢g€S the Fund. As Fund Administrator, among other things, it pro-

advantages to maximize delivery of services and avoid duplication?/des the Steering Group with progress reports, annual performance
While UNIDO will focus on advice and assistance on inolustrialresults and consolidated annual financial reports. The Fund is sub-

; . : 'PFct to UN rules and regulations as well as specific conditions adopt-
sector issues and investment and technology promotion suppo

UNCTAD will concentrate on policy issues affecting investmenteol bg/ the Steering Commlttee.h | h Lin th ‘
promotion, including the regulatory and institutional framework for The Co.rlrl?mon Trust Fund should reac ' a tota ”} t ehrange 0
investment. These arrangements will also include the formation df S$10 million to cover programme requirements for the seven

new partnerships between the two organizations and the private sﬂlb-Sahar_an partner countries anq W.'" consist of two windows.
tor of industry. Window | is for unearmarked contributions, which will be used to

finance national needs assessments, project development and advi
; : L “sory missions; activities for the collective benefit of participating
rendefr:?-?e]zl\g theedre;;,t\il\l/ﬁice)sor tUh':C;Ir_lft\g IISt(;LrJrreetnt(I:){)ILTXt?il\e!g/(:eln ilch]r\:sS:r countries; and complementary or full financing of country projects.
Banaladesh. Bolivia Bl;rkina Faso Carr?bodia Cote d‘Ivgire Dem‘?_Nindowll,forearmarked contributions, will be allocated to specific
9 ’ ’ ’ ’ ’ country projects. Managed by ITC, the Fund will be guided by a

ocratic Republic of the Congo, Ecuador, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gambi . L L :
Guatemala, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Indonesia, Mali, Madagascaésrteermg Group consisting of donors, beneficiary countries and the

Mozambique, Morocco, Namibia, Nepal, Nicaragua, Niger, Paki- ecretariats of ITC, WTO and UNCTAD. To date, those Govern-

ents that have indicated an intention to contribute to the Common

stan, Peru, Senegal, Togo, Uganda and Uzbekistan as well as thg\si " nq are: Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Japan, the
Palestinian Authority and West African Economic and MonetaryNetherIands, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the UK.

Union. Both agencies will strengthen their support for the activities I . .
of the World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies The Integrated Programme has initially focussed on eight African

(WAIPA) which was set up at an international meeting undercountries, four of which are least developed: Benin, Burkina Faso,
UNCTAD’s auspices in April 1995. the United Republic of Tanzania and Uganda. The other four are the

L . . . _Cote d'lvoire, Ghana, Kenya and Tunisia. The Integrated Pro-
Areas for cooperation include preparation of investment policy

reviews and guides; development of regulatory frameworks for ing anme was developed following visits to Africa in January 1996

vestment; organization of invesiment and technology forums anggice "EXCChile Biractor of TG, and was announced by he three
business gatherings; and promotion of technological innovation: ’ '

From an institutional perspective, the new alliance between UNIDO

Joint activities will take place at country and global level. Select
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organizations involved on the occasion of UNCTAD IX in May both. If the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) allows, say, the
1996 in Midrand, South Africa. US to gain credits from tree planting in Costa Rica, what happens
For the African LDCs involved, the Common Trust Fund shouldwhen those sinks become a steady-state reservoir, or worse a source
help implement the results of the High-Level Meeting on Integratedie thought that, for forestry, a longer time span for reporting was
Initiatives for LDCs’ Trade Development held last October undernecessary than the five years implicit in the Protocol.
the auspices of WTO, with the active participation of UNCTAD, Regarding silvicultural carbon sequestration options under the
ITC, the United Nations Development Programme, the World Bankyoto Protocol, a Canadian speaker pointed out that the current Pro-
and the International Monetary Fund. That meeting discussed hotecol provisions do not apply to Canada, in view of the small area of
to facilitate LDCs' full integration in the world economy and the im- afforestation in that country. The Protocol ignored the huge carbon
provement and enhancement of coordinated actions by internationaservoir in Canada’s existing forests, natural or managed. His inter-
organizations dealing with trade-related technical cooperation.  pretation of the word “reforestation” included replanting (restock-
Among the African Integrated Programme’s activities are thdng), rather than only land that was being planted in trees having
strengthening of national capacities to address the trade implicatiog®ent a long period in another (low carbon density) land use. He
of the WTO agreements, a global electronic discussion forum andt@ought that forest management that includes fire control, silvicul-
global case network allowing national networks of trade experts téure and disease prevention has a great impact on carbon sequestrz
share experience. Surveys to determine the impact of WTO agre#ion, and is cost-effective.
ments on national economies and external trade patterns will be un- One speaker voiced several objections to carbon credits from for-
dertaken in each country covered by the Integrated Programme. estry, including the increase in land prices that is expected to result.
The Integrated Programme also helps African countries to adapte argued that carbon credits would provide a windfall gain to cur-
their national legislation to WTO rules, and formulate strategies thatent owners of bare (i.e. low carbon-density) land, but would provide
will allow them to benefit from new market access conditions andn0 lasting benefit to future forest owners who would have to pay
make better use of the special and differential provisions for devemmore for their most important raw material. He pointed out some
oping countries and LDCs. Finally, it enables beneficiary countrieperverse consequences of the Protocol. Anthropogenic deforesta-
to set up trade information systems, formulate business developmeliftn, for example, is an expensive debit, but natural deforestation is

strategies and adapt business performance tools. For more inforni2t counted. This provides a strong incentive for a human who wish-
tion: Carine Richard-Van Maele, UNCTAD: tel: +41 22 917 esto clear an area of forest to create a “natural” fire. He argued that

5816/28; fax: +41 22 907 0043; e-maikess@unctad.org even a modest value placed on carbon credits would soon distort the
forestry sector to the stage where it was farming for carbon, with
ICLIMATE AND ATMOSPHERE wood as a by-product. Weeds could be more valuable than timber

trees. He stated that the global warming was caused by fossil fuels,
and should be solved through fossil fuels, without involving the for-
estry industry.

Another speaker a different list of perverse outcomes from Kyoto,

INTERNATIONAL ENERGY AGENCY TASK XV/25
WORKSHOP: The International Energy Agency (IEA) Task

XV/25 Workshop, “Effects of the Kyoto Protocol on Forestry and noting that tem should not b timized b fimizing its com
Bioenergy Projects for Mitigation of Net Carbon Emissions,” was oting that a system should not be op ed by op g Its com-

held from 9 - 13 March 1998 in Rotorua, New Zealand. This work-Ponents in a piecemeal way. If only post-1990 plantings are to be

shop focused on the consequences of the protocol for forestry aﬁgsidered, then we must distinguish the harvested wood from these

bioenergy projects aimed at reducing carbon emissions or enhanci ntings, and track this ”.ght through the economy. It might payto
carbon sinks. The Kyoto Protocol states that “... The net changes ve the post-1990 plantings for on-site carbon sequestration, anc

greenhouse-gas emissions from sources and removals by sinks _obtain WOOd only from pIantings that were e_stablish.ed prior to
* 1990. It might pay Annex | countries to plant their trees in non-An-

sulting from direct human-induced land-use change and forestry anex | countries, because then they could benefit from the different
tivities, limited to afforestation, reforestation, and deforestation 1, - y . .
arbon accounting practices that are outlined in the Protocol.

since 1990, measured as verifiable changes in stocks in each co . A )
mitment period... shall be used to meet the commitments...”. Of par- Other speakers discussed: activities at the project, rather than the
ticular interest at the workshop was the issue of “baselines” (both iRational scale that brought together more than 160 companies who
terms of reference land uses and reference energy systems), nee@é@ Prepared to operate on a voluntary, self-regulatory basis; the ef-
as a benchmark to derive the net carbon benefits of forestry, bioeffects of fire on the carbon stocks of a forest, with and without human
ergy or other land-use related projects. intervention; a trial comparing coal with bio-fuel, wherein the latter
A number of speakers made presentations, including one Wh}aad low Ievels of poliutants, except for partlculatgs, CC.) and CH4;
summed up the feeling of the Kyoto conference with the expressioﬁarbon modeling concepts used in New Zealand, including methane,

“for now, let's allow the minimum amount of sinks possible.” He which as a product of livestock, is a major component of New

said many delegates saw sinks as a “cop-out.” For others, they irE_ealand s greenhouse balances; determination of baseline scenario

volved the “fear of the unknown.” There was also a lot of ignorance or a forest sector carbon balance; and an elevated CO2 project using

for example in the confusion of sinks and reservoirs. Another spealyy.aSte gas from municipal effluent pond_s. The formal talks ended
yy_lth a short plea to concentrate on the bioenergy aspects of carbon

Sequestration, rather than being diverted into the issue of changes ir

distinguished from ‘deforestation’ then the minimum or maximumStanding carbon stocks. For more information contact: Reinhard

time-interval between periods of forest cover should be clearly Spe¢\ﬂadlener, Joanneum Research, Graz, Austria; tel: +43 316 876 340;

ified. Allowing Land Use Change and Forestry (LUCF) sinks to be ax +43 316 876 320; e-maiteinhard.madlener@ioanne.um.ac.at
excluded from the 1990 baseline and LUCF sources to be included CONFERENCE ON CLIMATEAFTER KYOTO:  This meet-

would result in great distortions for those countries that possed§d. “Climate After Kyoto: Implications For Energy” was held in

isting protocol. He mentioned, for example, that if ‘harvesting’ is to

Volume 3 - Number 2, 15 April 1998 25 of 55


mailto:press@unctad.org
mailto:reinhard.madlener@joanneum.ac.at

/linkages/journal/UPDATES
CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT

London, UK by the Royal Institute of International Affairs, and at- Small island states charged that the Kyoto Protocol failed to offer
tended by several hundred leading government, industrial, andhem long term protection from global warming. The head of the Al-
non-governmental participants. Many speakers noted that the cortiance of Small Island States (AOSIS) said the Protocol needed a
plexity of the Kyoto climate accord and many issues it left unre-vast range of improvements to strengthen its provisions and remove
solved mean it could be years before the Kyoto Protocol comes intils ambiguities. He said implementation of so-called flexibility mea-
force. And while the world's first treaty limiting greenhouse gassures to allow rich countries to meet their targets would actually re-
emissions remains a mere piece of paper, developing countries crsult in real reductions in emissions of harmful gases such as carbon
cial to the war against global warming will continue to refuse to signdioxide. Such measures would include trading of permits to pollute
up to its provisions, participants said. Two months after the pact wathe air with greenhouse gases and transfer between nations of cli-
signed, some experts could not agree on the meaning of some prowate-friendly industrial technologies. He asked how small island
sions. Others blamed political leaders who played a large role in thetates could be sure that these reductions will actually occur, and
final stages of Kyoto for creating what they called a confusing, in-whether industrialized countries would continue to dump waste gas-
consistent and sometimes incoherent accord. They said the pact ak into the atmosphere while “bubbling their way to compliance” by
ready contained so much flexibility and imprecision that itscooperating on efforts to meet emissions reductions commitments.

implementation would not survive more political meddling. A US  The UK said the Kyoto targets would be a key priority for the EU
oil company executive noted his enthusiasm about the potenti@residency. New product standards, transport initiatives, renewable
about some of the measures but there are so many unknowns. Ogiergy schemes and the removal of subsidies in the energy sectol
NGO participant said there is too much uncertainty and too muckyill all be used by the EU to help achieve its target of an 8% reduc-
room for change in the Kyoto Protocol to decide what it is countriegjon in greenhouse gas emissions between 2008 and 2012. He sait
have committed to. Other experts said they had detected signs théie of the UK’s priorities during its presidency of the EU was to
poor countries were extremely interested in introducing cli-reach agreement on the allocation of the 8% target between individ-
mate-friendly power technology. Some officials said a more benigiyal member states. A June agreement is possible, he said. A formal
post-Cold War political climate that had helped ease tensions beneeting of EU energy ministers in May would include a major dis-
tween the rich North and poor South meant Kyoto's provisiongussion on the Kyoto agreement and its implications for EU energy
would be discussed in a more rational way by developed and devepolicy, he added. He said emissions trading was a key issue that
oping nations. needed to be addressed early onin the process. Liquidity in the emis-
UN experts called on the US to resist vigorous business oppossions trading market will clearly be necessary but trading must not
tion and ratify the Kyoto Protocol, noting it could fall apart if legis- be undermined by a flood of permits on the market.
lators in the US rejectEd it. One official noted the deSperate need for The Kyoto Protocol would have 0n|y a small impact on oil mar-

the US to be a full player and said there is no way that Europe angets provided its provisions are implemented fairly, an oil expert
Japan will ratify if the US doesn't, because it would then be againgtom Saudi Arabia said. He said Saudi Arabia accepted a need for in-
their business interests. A US government official agreed that Ugernational action against climate change, provided the costs of ad-
participation would be crucial but said ratification would only fol- dressing it were equitably shared. He said the impact on the oil
low signs of meaningful participation in the fight against climate market will be very minimal if Kyoto is implemented in the right
change by developing countries. He said this would require that deyay. Asked whether Saudi Arabia accepted that climate change was
veloping countries take a variety of actions domestically to fight cli-occurring, he said Saudi Arabia is not calling for “no action” and is
mate change, disclose inventories of greenhouse gas-relategady to positively participate, provided that it is not the victim. He
materials and implement climate friendly technologies in cooperawelcomed provisions in the accord that widened the scope of action
tion with developed countries. He said that while some US firmsn greenhouse emissions to sectors such as agriculture, industry
were resistant to the Kyoto accord others were in favor and as impleyaste management and solvents. He said this would mitigate the ef-
mentation measures such as emissions trading were explained it of Kyoto on the energy market. He called for a scrupulous im-
business heads more companies would come around. plementation of those paragraphs of the Protocol that require

Some industry executives said energy in the 21st century wouldignatory countries to take full account of the international econom-
be a highly diversified marketplace where once dominant oil andc impact of any emission reduction measures they may take. He said
coal share booming demand with climate-friendly upstarts like gathat in particular industrialized countries trying to reduce emissions
and renewables. A powerful springboard for the development of ashould heed a requirement in the Kyoto protocol to reduce or phase
increasingly varied energy scene came from the Kyoto Protocobut structural anomalies such as fiscal incentives, tax and duty ex-
which placed the expansion of alternative energy sources to oil aneimptions and subsidies in all greenhouse gas emitting sectors of
coal high on the international agenda. The total amount of globaheir economies. He said that if taxes on oil in industrialised coun-
fossil fuel use is also heavily weighted to the industrialized worldtries were lowered to reflect their actual carbon content, then oil
Speakers described Kyoto as a significant signal for change for arices would on average fall by 17 percent. The same regime, peg-
world shaped by affordable energy from fossil fuels but now in-ging taxes strictly to carbon content, would strip coal of its subsidies
creasingly worried about global warming. One speaker predictednd boost its price by 77 percent, he said. For information contact
strong growth in renewable energy technologies and with particulahe Royal Institute for International Affairs attp://www.riia.org/
enthusiasm in Europe. Europe's solid track record in the commer-

cialization of renewable energy technologies lie behind Europeayc HEMICAL MANAGEMENT
Commission plans to derive 12 percent of energy supplies from re

newable sources, double the current six percent, by 2010. Officials FIETH SESSION OF THE INC EOR PRIOR INEORMED

say this could be achieved by measures including the planting %ONSENT PROCEDURE (PIC): The fifth session of the Inter-

millions of acres of quick growing trees and big offshore wind C L : :
farms, although at a cqost in ?he ten% of billions of c?ollars. governmental Negotiating Committee (INC-5) for an International
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Legally Binding Instrument for the Application of the Prior In- egations often pointed out that there was little or no provision for

formed Consent (PIC) Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicatechnology transfer and additional resources that would allow them
and Pesticides in International Trade was held from 9-14 Marclho truly benefit from the better information that the PIC procedure

1998 in Brussels. Delegates met in Plenary, a Legal Drafting Groupras supposed to give them. According to at least one developing
and several contact groups to consider a consolidated draft text of areuntry delegate, the current text “did not really meet their needs”
ticles for the instrument and proposals from the US and the Europdut was only “the best they could get.”

an Community (EC). In a push to finalize the Convention text by the  The question of the relationship between the Convention and the
end of the session, delegates met during the evenings and on SatwT0O was dealt with somewhat conclusively at INC-5, although the
day. Over one hundred conference room papers (CRPs) were prgontact group charged with finalizing the issue spent long hours cre-
duced during the six-day session. ating what was termed a “delicately balanced” text in which lan-

Almost two years to the day after the first INC, a draft PIC Con-guage relating to the relationship between this Convention and other
vention has now been completed. Delegates expressed relief aadisting international agreements was moved from the body of the
varying degrees of satisfaction at the completion of a difficult andConvention to the Preamble. In fact, the compromise almost unrav-
compressed negotiating process. The number of negotiating sessiaisd at the end of the week when one delegation began to make a for-
held throughout the week and the small but significant number ofmal statement that acceptance of this language would not set any
outstanding issues left for resolution at INC-5 suggested that thprecedent for them regarding other trade and environment discus-
original goal of completing the Convention by the end of 1997 hadsions. This provoked many other delegations to register similar
been somewhat unrealistic. It also underlined the difficulties of thestatements. However, intensive discussions in the corridors resolved
seemingly simple task of transforming an existing voluntary proceene of the tensest moments of INC-5 and several delegations will
dure into a legally binding agreement. Nevertheless, delegates hamew state in the meeting report that the Preamble will not “prejudge
now fulfilled their mandate and their Ministers will gather in Rotter- their respective positions in other international forums and negotia-
dam later this year for the Diplomatic Conference and signing ceretions addressing issues related to environment and trade.” NGOs ex-
mony. Overall, completion of the PIC Convention is a small butpressed satisfaction with location of this language in the Preamble,
significant step towards a more comprehensive and sustainable iperceiving this as less “threatening” than if it were contained in the
ternational chemical management framework. body of the Convention.

Managed jointly by the FAO and UNEP, the PIC procedure isa On the whole, however, most delegates seemed to believe that
means for formally obtaining and disseminating the decisions of impothing in the Convention could be contrived as being inconsistent
porting countries on whether they wish to receive future shipmentwith the WTO. The need to include such language was based on the
of such chemicals. The aim is to promote a shared responsibility béear that the Convention might be used as an excuse to take WTO-in-
tween exporting and importing countries in protecting human healtisonsistent measures or that the perception of a hierarchy betweer
and the environment from the harmful effects of certain hazardoudifferent agreements might be created.

chem_icals being traded internationally. The voluntary PIC proce- Ratification, Acceptance and ApprovalZThe next step for the

dure is designed to: PIC Convention is signature and ratification. There were no indica-
» help participating countries learn more about the characteristidsons during the INC process that the Convention will have any trou-

of potentially hazardous chemicals that may be imported; ble receiving the requisite number of signatures and ratifications in

« initiate a decision-making process on the future import of thes@rder to enter into force. Nevertheless, several important issues will
chemicals; and likely remain under active consideration in the period between the

« facilitate the dissemination of these decisions to other countriesSi9ning of the Convention and the first Conference of the Parties.
A Brief Analysis of PIC First, regarding arrangements for the fmanqng of the Convention,
) members of the African Group were especially concerned that ex-

To Brussels and Back AgainMore than a few delegates re- picit direction regarding financing had been deferred to the first
marked on the suitability of completing the PIC negotiations incop. while proposals for the establishment of a voluntary fund for
Brussels, the same city where they began two years ago. Less auspie interim period were suggested in Brussels, the actual financial

cious, however, was the fact that some fundamental controversiggrangements remain subject to available resources and more secur
that had not been untangled since INC-1 returned to Brussels for regpyrces of funding will have to be found.

olution. On the underlying issue of whether the Convention should

b ded f K for chemical torsimolv al Second, the issue of dispute resolution provoked substantial de-
€ an expanded framework for chemica management or SImply a i, 5t INC-5. A number of delegations questioned the adequacy of
gally binding version of the existing voluntary procedure, the lan-

e ) . a legally binding agreement that fails to provide recourse to a bod
guage of the agreement would indicate that this Convention does nmatgc% rende? biqnding decisions for trr)le settlement of disputeg.

agwgsgrtlgciﬁ(;gﬁ]d tthoeosr::g%ee\?;lgheegxésotl'ﬂ]%voollg?etagepr\?v%?lguées_ince the proposed conciliation commission will only render recom-
ressin ’ eneral sa%isfaction with thpe text, the 3é:onve%tior'1 was “St;mendations thatare non-binding, and any Party may decline the sub-
P 99 ' ission of disputes to arbitration or the ICJ, it is feared that Parties

not as narrow as we would have liked.” Attempts to create a wide ay attempt to circumvent their obligations under the Convention.
international chemical management framework, however, will no

end with the PIC Convention. and some members of the internatiori V€ Ve other delegations noted that the strength of a conciliation
. DN : . "Yommission is not about whether it can offer binding or non-binding
al community are sure to keep this idea under discussion.

) i i ) decisions. Experience has shown that such bodies have been ex
There was also the question of increasing developing country Cgremely effective in resolving disputes in other areas of international

pacity to fulfill the legislative and administrative requirements of theja,y such as in trade and arms control, and was introduced into these
PIC procedure. While many references were made to the fact thgkgotiations primarily as an attempt to expand options for dispute

this Convention was to benefit developing countries, the main progettiement in a multilateral environmental agreements (MEA).
tagonists were OECD countries. Moreover, developing country del-
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While several delegations appreciated this attempt to pursue newvolved the establishment of hazardous waste lists and an amend-
ideas; they pointed out that the tradition of MEAs has been lesment to Annex VII. The Annex VIl list of countries, consisting of
about assigning fault and more about strengthening compliance. UBECD member states, Liechtenstein and the EU, are prohibited by
til MEAs adopt a more “hard law” approach, Parties may have lesshe Ban from exporting hazardous wastes to non--Annex VI
of an incentive to fulfill their commitments under these agreements(non-OECD) countries. Delegates decided to leave Annex VII un-
Third, countries will need to address the status of PIC chemicaléhanged in its current structure until the Ban Amendment enters into
in the voluntary procedure not currently in Annex Ill. Regardless offorce. To enter into force the Ban Amendment has to be ratified by
the length of time before the Convention enters into force, the interthree fourths of the Parties. The Convention has grown from 30 Con-
im PIC procedure will remain an important bridge between the voliracting Parties in 1992 to 117 in 1997.
untary and legally binding procedures and discussions will continue They also commended the work completed by the Technical
to ensure that the transition is as smooth as possible. Also, the terfgorking Group in development of Lists A and B, which facilitate
of reference and functioning of the new subsidiary body for scientifthe implementation of the Amendment and called for the inclusion
ic and technical advice, to be known as the Chemical Review Conmnf these lists to the Convention as its Annexes on the understanding
mittee, will need to be refined and tested. Such bodies are integral that the reviewing system of these lists will also be adopted. The
the workings of other agreements, such as the Convention on Bitdazardous Waste list (A) would ban the export of wastes containing
logical Diversity and the Framework Convention on Climatearsenic, lead, mercury, asbestos and dozens of other chemicals an
Change, and may play a similar role for the PIC Convention. substances. The non-hazardous waste list (B) would exempt from
The Future of International Chemicals ManagemenComple-  the ban those wastes that can be safely and profitably recycled or
tion of the PIC Convention is only the first of a number of efforts by re-used, including scrap iron, steel or copper, certain electronic as-
the international community to address chemical management i§emblies, non-hazardous chemical catalysts and many ceramics sol
sues. With the ink barely dry on the Convention, countries will meetd plastics, and paper and textile wasters.
in Montreal in late June to begin negotiations on a legally binding Many representatives speaking at the High-level segment of the
instrument to reduce the risks to human health and the environmenteeting stressed the need for international technical assistance an
from a list of twelve persistent organic pollutants (POPs). These nesapacity building. They supported the establishment of regional cen-
gotiations are likely to be more difficult because, unlike PIC, theytres for training and technology transfer regarding the environmen-
will be discussing the possibility of eliminating the production of atally sound management of hazardous wastes and the minimization
number of particularly dangerous chemicals. of the incineration. They appealed to the international community
More immediately, however, a number of observers have pointetPr generous support. The representatives recommended faster de
to issues regarding the implementation of the PIC Convention as b¥elopment of a Protocol for Liability and Compensation for damage
ing crucial to its success. In addition to outstanding questions rgesulting from transboundary movement of hazardous wastes and
garding financial arrangements, Parties to the Convention will facéheir disposal. They emphasized that the main goal of the Basel Con-
other problems similar to those in other MEAs. For example, treatvention was environmentally sound management of hazardous
ment of non-compliance has recently become a central issue Mastes, among other things. The Basel Convention was adopted in
MEAs. While a clear dispute-settlement procedure may go somdlarch 1989 after a series of notorious “toxic cargoes” from indus-
way to helping Parties deal with conflict, the model of the Montrealtrialized countries galvanized world outrage over the dumping of
Protocol to employ a “softly, softly” approach in dealing with Par- hazardous wastes in developing and East European Countries. Fo
ties deemed in non-comp"ance may also be an Option for the P|¢]f0rmat|0n ContaCt:.UNEP Reglonal Office for Asia and the Pacif-
Convention. Also, developing countries, and the African Group i, Bangkok, Thailand 10200; tel: + 662-288-2127; fax:
particular, expressed concern about the subject of illegal traffic irr662-280-3829; e-mailazarus.unescap@un.org
hazardous chemicals. The degree to which this activity takes plackiternet:http://www.unep.ch/basel/index.html
and how the Conference of the Parties decides to deal with it, are im- OECD COMMON GUIDELINES FOR PESTICIDE REG-
portant but unresolved questions. Moreover, attempts by developin TRATIONS: The OECD Pesticide Forum agreed on Common
countries to include provisions for liability and compensation wereGuidelines for Pesticide Regulation at a meeting held from 9-10
fended off during the INC process but will likely resurface at theFebruary 1998 of pesticide regulators from Ministries of Environ-
first COP and perhaps as early as the Diplomatic Conference. ment, Health and Agriculture with representatives of the pesticide
A Convention for Prior Informed Consent regarding hazardoudndustry, trade unions, and environmental NGOs. OECD countries
chemicals in international trade is a small but significant step tomeeting in the OECD Pesticide Forum have agreed to common
wards a more comprehensive and sustainable international chemiclidelines that will bring their registration procedures closer togeth-
management framework. Now, Parties must now concentrate d#f. Registration is the process by which pesticide producers submit
avoiding the potholes and pitfalls of ratification and implementationdata to governments on the potential health and environmental risks
issues so as to ensure that this is an effective Convention. of specific products, and governments evaluate the data to determine

For ENB's article-by-article review of the draft PIC Convention, Whether or not to allow the products on the market. .
try http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/vol15/enb1504e.html The agreed guidelines establish two new formats - one for indus-

COP-4 OF THE BASEL CONVENTION: The Fourth Meeting try to us_e_when subr_nitting data, the other for governments to use
of the Conference of the Parties to the Basel Convention on the Cotffn€n writing evaluations. The new formats do not require OECD

trol of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes and theffoUntries to make the same regulatory decisions. Their purpose is to
Disposal, held from 23-27 February 1998 in Kuching, Malaysia,Mnimize duplication of effort by industry and governments in pes-

took more than 23 decisions, including ones on financing the Secrdicide registration and improve the quality of evaluation reports.
tariat, an information management system on wastes and the estab-Currently, pesticide producers, who are responsible for testing
lishment of regional training centres. Two of the major decisiongany pesticide they want to register, usually have to present the test
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results in different formats for different OECD countries. The newmodel legislation would be expected to form the basis for African
common format for industry will greatly facilitate their future data nations to develop national legislation on community rights and ac-
submissions to OECD countries. cess to biological resources, community knowledge and technolo-

The format for government evaluations will change the way reggies, and an African convention would create coherence among the
ulatory authorities in OECD countries write their pesticide evaluanational legislations.
tion reports on the tests submitted by industry. It should help ensure According to the Declaration produced by the Task Force, natural
that the reports are clear, complete, well-organized and transparenésources and indigenous knowledge and technologies are a legac
It will also make it easier for governments to use reports written byhumanity owes to local communities. The task force understands a
other countries without having to carry out a separate comprehetncal community as a section of society in a given area whose means
sive evaluation for every study, as was generally done in the pastf livelihood are based on the natural resources, knowledge and
However, governments will continue to apply their own criteriatechnologies of and related to its immediate ecosystems. The local
when making decisions. community keeps adapting, generating and regenerating those natu

While these formats provide countries with important guidelinegal resources, knowledge and technologies as its preceding genera
for pesticide data submission and review, each country will decidéons had done and, if spared disruption by external forces, as its
on an appropriate schedule to start using them. Certain countries a¥gcceeding generations will do.
ready to begin using the formats now. Others will have to make in- The Declaration states that the essential role of the community in
ternal adjustments to their national procedures before use of the fathe conservation of biological diversity, on which the very survival
mats could begin. of planet earth is dependent, is recognized by the Convention on Bi-

The agreement reached culminates five years of work by thelogical Diversity (CBD). A large part of humanity represented by
OECD Pesticide Forum, supported by the Environmental Health an90 States created the CBD in 1992. A smaller part of humanity,
Safety Division of the Environment Directorate. The Forum was'epresented by 40 States, concluded the negotiations for the creatior
created in 1992 to help countries share the work of pesticide eval@ the WTO in 1994. African countries had negligible or no inputs
ation and thereby reduce the costs of registering new pesticides aHtio the negotiations. The objectives of WTO are global and concern
re-registering old ones. Governments and industry each invest sutile movement of goods and services throughout the world for the
stantial resources in registration and re-registration: testing and ev&#ase of corporate global trade. The two, CBD and WTO, are there-
uating just one pesticide takes years and costs millions of dollars. fore global, all pervading and very serious. CBD recognizes the es-

The OECD benefited greatly by work done by the EU whichsential role of communities in the creation, maintenance and
started a project in 1992 aimed at developing common guidelines %Jstamablg utlllzapon of biodiversity, knowledge and technologles
for all European countries in assessing and regulating pesticide®" the survival of life. On the other hand, WTO promotes the priva-
The OECD and EU have worked closely together to complete thtization of resources, knowledge and technologies to the detriment

guidelines. The fact that most pesticides are registered in more th&j e State and its citizens. WTO imposes IPRs (intellectual prop-

one country has always made worksharing an attractive concept. BEYY rights) modeled on the protection of industrial innovations to

the differences in governments’ formats for data submissions ard@nt individual monopolies on living things and categorically de-

evaluation reports have presented an obstacle to collaboration. njes the existence of community collective innovations. It is the con-
The new aareement will enable qovernments to use each Otherv|ct|on of the Task Force that the WTO-based approach is predatory
X 9 iiv than in th gt d to plan thei ticid it nature and runs counter to the aspirations of communities that are

reports more easily than in the past, and to pian n€ir pesticide I¢qq jnn6yators of biodiversity so necessary for the survival of the

views so as to share the work with others. Governments have alrea onet

shown their keen interest in doing this: even before agreeing th h ' K Iso declared its belief that th o f

common formats, they have used an OECD database of countries’ The Task Force also declared its belief that the privatization o

pesticide evaluation schedules to identify and exchange more th jfe forms thrqug.h any intellectual property rights (IPR).regime vio-
200 pesticide evaluation reports since 1995. ates the basic right to life and goes counter to the African sense of

respect for life. The task force therefore strongly recommends that

Asto mdust_rys response to this qurk, oné company h.as.alreadéAU/AEC member states urgently make legislation to regulate ac-
applied for registration of a new pesticide and submitted S|m|Iardatg ss to biological resources, knowledge and technologies so that

|pa<_:|_khages tothe EUt an?t':]o three notnjEuropean corl]mt.rlestﬁoncurlr(e ich access shall be allowed only with the prior informed consent of
t)P/{e evea?uogfggn::eor; rsn?)re iﬁ?c?rrzoal:irl) r??r?yt?re'//nvx?vv\yvi oirclggor ?WOI’ Phe local communities and the State and shall benefit them, and to
: P: ’ 019 recognise community rights in order to protect the heritage of the

people of Africa. The task force commits itself to the achievement

/BIODIVERSITY of the noble objectives of this proposed legislation and this draft
convention on Community Rights and on Access to Biological Re-
OAU TASK FORCE ON COMMUNITY RIGHTS AND AC- sources. For more information contact: Institute for Sustainable De-

CESS TO BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES: The Scientific, Techni- velopment, P.O. Box 30231, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; tel:
cal and Research Commission of the Organization of African Unity-251-1-204210; fax: +251-1-552350; e-mail:

(OAU/STRC) task force on community rights and access to biologsustain@telecom.net;ar isd@padis.gn.apc.org

ical resources met in Addis Ababa on 20-23 March 1998. The objec- CLEARINGHOUSE MECHANISM REGIONAL WORK-

tive of the meeting was to develop a draft model legislation onsSHOP FOR AFRICA: The Clearinghouse Mechanism Regional
community rights and access to biological resources to ensure thgorkshop for Africa, was held in Nairobi, Kenya from 5 - 7 March
continuing control by local communities of their natural resourcesj998. The meeting was attended by representatives of Benin,
knowledge and technologies, as well as to develop a draft AfricaBotswana, Burkina Faso, Chad, Comoros, Democratic Republic of
Convention on the same. After national review and discussions, th€ongo, Djibouti, Egypt, Ethiopia, the Gambia, Guinea, Ivory Coast,

Volume 3 - Number 2, 15 April 1998 29 of 55


http://www.oecd.org/
mailto:sustain@telecom.net.et
mailto:isd@padis.gn.apc.org

/linkages/journal/UPDATES
BIODIVERSITY

Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mozam- On capacity building, participants recommended that financial
bigue, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Seychelles, South Africa, Sudanand technical means are strengthened to facilitate the CHM activi-
Swaziland, Tanzania, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda and Zimbabwe, ages in developing countries. It includes training for information
well as a representatives of UNEP and the Global Environment Fdechnics to benefit from the latest communication tools. The group
cility (GEF). Observers from the Arab Center for the Studies of Aridproposed that the Parties present at the meeting work in close collab-
Zones and Drylands (ACSAD), SADC, IUCN/BCIS, WWF, ACTS, oration with regional and sub-regional organizations in order to be
KIPO, and representatives from the Kenya Permanent Mission tmvolved in the establishment of the exchange centre mechanism.
UNEP, National Environment Secretariat, Ministry of Water Re-Regarding training, participants agreed that adequate training on
sources of Kenya, the Kenya Forestry Research Institute and Keourrent information management, including software and hardware
yatta University were present. should be considered. Also a choice of training methods would need

The Secretariat recalled the decisions made by the Conference i§kbe made, or even a combination of methods, depending on the cir-
the Parties related to the Clearinghouse Mechanism (CHM). A doccumstances and needs. In addition to the basic training second-leve
ument background recalled the state of the art of the CHM and readvanced training is needed, including on the application of data-
states the terms of reference of this meeting, namely, to attain a cleB@se-web and GIS-web interconnectivity. Training could be provid-
definition of country and regional level scientific and technical in-€d by an organization(s) that meets specified criteria, such as: In-
formation needs, priorities identified, modalities to deliver informa-country training on the Internet should be provided, understanding;
tion and evaluation of national capacities for the implementation o£BD and CHM issues training experience in closely related areas
the Convention. The regional workshop should also review experiablility to provide support services; training can be provided in coun-
ences in scientific and technical co-operation in support of the obry or in the form of “Training of the Trainers.” The objective is to
jectives of the Convention, in order to identify ways by which theraise the level of expertise not only for those delegated to implement
CHM can best facilitate such co-operation. The representative of tH&€ national CHM but also their colleagues. For information contact
Secretariat underscored the latest developments of the CHM pil&ie CBD Secretariat; tel: +1-514-288-2220; fax: +1-514-288-6588,;
phase, regional workshops and prospects and expectations. e-mail: chm@biodiv.orgInternet:http://www.biodiv.org

Many delegations lacked knowledge and clarity about the CHM FOURTH SESSION OF THE AD HOC WORKING GROUP
and recommended that efforts should be made to provide support 6N BIOSAFETY: The fourth session of the Open-ended Ad Hoc
a country-by-country basis in the establishment of the CHM and it§Vorking Group on Biosafety (BSWG-4) met from 5-13 February
operationalization. Delegations also recommended that there shoul@98 in Montreal, Canada. Delegates began negotiations on consol-
be a linkage between the development of the National Strategies aifépted text, which will serve as the basis for further negotiations for
Action Plans and the CHM. Representatives from Egypt, The Gan biosafety protocol to the CBD at the next session of the Working

bia, Kenya, Malawi, and Mauritania presented their national experiGroup to take place in August. BSWG-4 built upon the work of
ences in the development of the CHM. BSWG-3 by further consolidating options contained in the draft text,

The GEF urged countries to designate their national CHM Focaf’Nile beginning the process of negotiation to clearly define diver-
: gent positions and to identify common ground for moving forward.

support to Enabling Activities and explained the steps needed to ad."€ Meeting continued to follow the structure from BSWG-3, using

cess GEF funding. She noted that the GEF had provided funding fa//© Sub-Working Groups to address the core articles of the protocol

the CHM module for those countries that have fulfilled the require-2nd two Contact Groups on definitions and annexes and on institu-

ments. She stated that the CHM module under the Enabling Activiional matters and final clauses. Delegates began consideration of
ties was not the only modality of GEF support to countries forseveral articles that had only received preliminary discussion at

activities related to biodiversity information and data managementBSWG-3, includingiinter alia: principles/objectives, general obli-
ations, non-discrimination, socio-economic considerations, and li-

h aeétzrlrléigmi?r? ﬁ(;ri%\:]etgadl t?e:l;rng%r?riﬁ?;rr];zttli%rrllssogtéhrﬁsc|t_r|1l\élX;ﬁ- bility and compensation. Delegates continued work on issues
ymp y ' previously addressed, includinigter alia: advance informed agree-

can delegates made the following recommendations: . _ment, risk assessment and management, minimum national stan-
sreflection should be made on the IPRs and the equitable sharinggqs emergency measures and capacity building.

of benefits derlvgd from the utilization of g.enet|c respurces. By the end of eight working days, including Saturday sessions,
~each delegation member should organize a meeting at the natiogs|egates had consolidated text on most of the articles for a protocol
al level to brief their national biodiversity committees. on biosafety, including provisions on highly contentious issues, such
«the cost, duration and objectives of the national programmess scope, advance informed agreement, risk assessment, and consi
should be conceptualized with respect to national specificities.  eration of liability and socio-economic impacts. Many delegates ex-
The four types of focal points recommended are: Secretariat Fgressed satisfaction with the work accomplished and appreciation
cal Point; National Focal Points; Regional and sub-regional Focdbr a relatively smooth process, and appeared ready to carry the
Points; and Thematic Focal Points. The African group recommendwvork forward to BSWG-5. As one delegate phrased it, the BSWG
ed that steps be taken to facilitate the networking of different counappeared to have found its “rhythm of working.” Nonetheless, given
terparts of exchange centres, (national, sub-regional, regional atldat major differences remain on key provisions of the protocol, con-
specialized). This network must work in close cooperation with natinued progress is essential if the BSWG is to fulfill its mandate to
tional committees charged with the implementation of the Convencomplete a draft protocol for presentation to the COP by the end of
tion. Focal points should make available metadata, whenevéis nexttwo sessions.
possible. The African group invited the Secretariat to assist national Although delegates may have achieved a workable process, the
counterparts to obtain information on genetic resources originateshany options regarding the substance of the protocol reflect the
from or originating from their respective countries that are preservedarying goals and agendas of the governments. It appears that many
ex-situin northern countries.
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developing countries are seeking to ensure that the protocol will praimed at raising awareness about the plight of the hungry and raising
vide adequate safety measures, and a system of accountability afushds to help rural communities.
redress for harm resulting from transboundary movement of LMOs, The meeting called upon Member States of the Near East Region
as well as increased capacity to deal with biosafety issues. Somg collaborate in the exchange of experiences regarding the imple-
commented that they want to avoid a new form of dependency on th@entation of FAO's Special Program for Food Security and the
developed world. Countries with nascent biotechnology industrieg mergency Prevention System for Transboundary Animal and Plant
seemed to support technology transfer and capacity building, whilpests and Diseases; to actively participate in the “Regional Network
keen to avoid restrictions on transfers and red tape for national irpn Rural Development and Food Security; and to support FAO's ef-
dustries. Some developed countries seem especially concerned Willts for the establishment of a Network for this purpose.
estgblishing guidelines to standardize rgporting procedu_res and co-The Conference also appealed to Arab and Regional funding
. 4 ; ; agtgencies, particularly the Arab Fund for Social and Economic De-
would be too complicated or financially burdensome to |mplement.ve|0pmem' to cooperate with FAO, especially in funding Special
These divergent agendas are reflected in the text of the meetingrogramme on Food Security projects, in line with the standard
but with the notable caveat that all options remain in brackets. Outagreement already signed by FAO with the IBD, World Bank and
side the meeting hall, delegates often pondered how they would kgther Asian-African funding institutions.
abl_e to bridge polarized positionswithin.theIimited time frame. Th_e The Conference emphasized the need for balanced economic
options for Some .Of the most contentious Issues _SPa””eo' a _W'(éﬁowth to reduce income disparities through improving access to
range of possibilities, including removing the provision, deferrings, 4 by disadvantaged segments of society, and the adoption of a

discussion until the first MOP, establishing guidelines or detai”ngparticipatory approach to development in order to broaden the in-

specific provisions. o volvement of rural communities at the grassroots level to include
Given coalescing support for the protocol, it is clear that the powomen and youth.

litical will exists to see it through. The challenge now is to ensure \ramber States of the Near East Region were called upon to pro-
thata critical mass of countries is able to find the answer to the quegy (e the development of appropriate agro-industries for increasing
tion, “What is the incentive?” This raises the central debate over thg . residue value added of agricultural crops, consequently, raise
protocol's scope and how it can be crafted to represent true comprgy s income, generate employment opportunities, reduce crop

mise and attract widespread support. The potential of biotechnologyasie and losses, encourage exports of agricultural products as wel

for human welfare is enormous and should be realized, but in @ mMaly i regional trade, which stands at a very low level at present.
ner that is complementary to and protective of biodiversity in it

SThe Conference called for simultaneous development of marketing

broadest sense. In the bigger picture, the protocol's success or failligq agricultural production and for the enhancement of marketing
will certainly impact the position of the CBD in the intergovernmen-jnfrastructures as vital components of sustainable agriculture. For

taj arena. As the first major agreement under the CBD, the protoCghsormation contact the FAO; e-maikebmaster@fao.ordnternet:
will be a key test to show the commitment of the world's goVern-hiin./inww.fao.org

ments_to_ the Convgntlon and its obJectlves. For the.comrﬂatdw OECD COMMITTEE EOR AGRICULTURE AT MINIS-
egotiations Bulletireport on the Biosafety negotiations try : . .
http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/biodiv/bswg4.html TERIAL LEVEL: The OECD Committee for Agriculture met at
Ministerial level on 5-6 March 1998 in Paris. Ministers judged it
timely to examine the future role of the agro-food sector in the light
IAGRICULTURE of recent developments, in particular the outcome of the Uruguay
Round Agreement on Agriculture, and of the World Food Summit.
REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR THE NEAR EAST: At  Most OECD countries have adjusted their agricultural policies over
the twenty-fourth Regional Conference for the Near East, Ministershe last decade, and many are actively exploring new initiatives.
of Agriculture and senior officials met from 21 - 26 March 1998 in Ministers undertook to further the process of the reform of agricul-
Damascus to review progress made during the last two years. Theyral policies as agreed in the 1987 OECD Council, through adop-
also charted plans for the next Biennium, with the view of boostingion of a set of shared goals and policy principles. Ministers noted
their national capacities towards achieving food security. that, in conformity with the conditions of Article XX of the Uruguay
The conference commended FAO and its Director-General, DiRound Agreement on Agriculture (URAA), further trade negotia-
Jacques Diouf for actions taken to assist Member States in impldions are due to continue the ongoing process towards the long-term
mentation of the Plan of Action of the World Food Summit (Romeobjective of substantial progressive reductions in support and pro-
1996), aimed at securing food for all. It also stressed that the maitgction resulting in fundamental reform.
focus of action lies at the country level, where governments have the Noting the report prepared by the OECD Secretariat, “Agricultur-
primary responsibility for creating conducive economic and politi-al Policy Reform: Stocktaking of Achievements,” ministers ac-
cal environments that assure food security of their citizens, involvknowledged that progress has been made since 1987, but more
ing to this end all segments of civil society. The Conference madeemains to be done. According to OECD Secretariat calculations,
an appeal against the use of food or food aid as a tool for political asupport to agricultural producers, as measured by the Producer Sub-:
economic pressure, in keeping with the right of all humans to have sidy Equivalent, has fallen from an OECD-wide average of 45 per-
sustained access to safe and healthy food. It also requires FAO to reent of the value of production in 1986-88 to an estimated 35 percent
port on progress achieved in relation to cooperation with the UNn 1997. During the same period, total transfers from consumers and
High Commissioner for Human Rights on the “Right to Food” is- taxpayers due to agricultural policies decreased from a share of 2.2
sues. The Conference welcomed the Results of the TeleFood Caercent of GDP to 1.3 per cent, reaching a level of US$280 billion
paign of 1997, and supported plans for a wider campaign in 1996 1997. There has been some shift away from price support towards
direct payments and other policy measures that are less distorting to
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production and trade, that allow a greater influence of market sigwith broader economy-wide policies in areas such as social welfare,
nals, and are more efficient in the targeting of support. OECD couremployment, environment and regional development.

tries have developed agricultural policy measures to address |n striving to realize the shared goals, Ministers adopted a set of
environmental, rural development and structural adjustment issuegelicy principles, while recognizing that governments will want to
and more attention has been paid to the impact of agricultural policyetain flexibility in the choice of policy measures and in the pace of
reforms on the agro-food sector as a whole. The growing importana@form, taking into account the diverse situations in Member coun-
of these issues was identified by agriculture ministers in 1992.  tries. These principles, which build on the agricultural policy reform

Ministers took note of the report “Agricultural Policy: The Need principles agreed by OECD Ministers in 1987 and reiterated by Ag-
for Further Reform,” as a valuable contribution to the discussion omiculture Ministers in 1992, are as follows:

advancing the pol_icy reform process. Ministers stregsed that a major «reaffirm the support for Article 20 of the Uruguay Round Agree-
challenge for agriculture and the agro-food sector in OECD counment on Agriculture and the commitment to undertake further nego-
tries is to meet the growing demand for adequate and safe supplifgtions as foreseen in that Article and to the long-term goal of

of food in efficient and sustainable ways, while recognizing the di-domestic and international policy reform to allow for a greater influ-
versity of agricultural, economic and social situations and publiGence of market signals:

preferences concerning the role of the agro-food sector across ,aqgress the problem of additional trade barriers, emerging trade
OECD countries. issues and discipline on export restrictions and export credits.

As globalization advances, foreign investment in agro-food in- - ,qyrengthen world food security in particular through the actions

dustries is increasing and trade in agricultural goods is expandingyreeq in the Rome Declaration and Plan of Action of the 1996
rapidly, particularly for processed products. There are closer agrip;or1d Food Summit:

cultural trade and investment relations between OECD an . . . . .
non-OECD countries, especially some Asian and South American *promote innovative PO“C'eS that faC|I|tfe1te responsiveness to
countries, which are emerging as major players in agricultural maly_narkej[ .cond!tlons by agrlcgltural producers,. .

kets. The OECD area also has a responsibility to contribute to world *facilitate improvement in the structures in the agricultural and
food security, and Ministers stressed the importance of the 199@gro-fqod sectors,.tak[ng into account th_e needs of farmers affected,
World Food Summit Declaration on Global Food Security and thdn particular those in disadvantaged regions.

Plan of Action agreed upon. Food security requires a multifaceted *enhance the contribution of the agro-food sector to the viability
approach involving national and international efforts, including: en-of the rural economy through, for example, efficient and well-target-
suring the eradication of poverty, sufficient food production, and &d agricultural policy measures, facilitating the mobility of labour,
fair and market-oriented world trade system. new market opportunities, alternative uses of land (both within and

Ministers outlined a set of Shared Goals, stressing that the goaf¥/tside agriculture), and the provision of rural amenities;
should be viewed as an integrated and complementary whole. There*take actions to ensure the protection of the environment and sus-
was a broad consensus that OECD Member governments shodrinable management of natural resources in agriculture by encour-
provide the framework to ensure that the agro-food seittar, alia: aging good farming practices, and create the conditions so that
«is responsive to market signals; farmers take both environmental costs and benefits from agriculture

«is efficient, sustainable, viable and innovative, so as to providénto account in their decisions; ) . )
opportunities to improve standards of living for producers; stake account of consumer concerns by improving the effective-

«is further integrated into the multilateral trading system: ness and reliability of food safety regulations, strengthening stan-

) . , dards on origin and quality, and improving the content and
sprovides consumers with access to adequate and reliable SL:FV d . Y P 9

. ; ; . ; X vailability of information to consumers, within the framework of
plies of food, which meets their concerns, in particular with regar

i ot d it nternational rules;
o safety and quality; . . . . -
y q Y eencourage increased innovation, economic efficiency, and sus-

.contributgs to the susf[ainable management of natural resourc%ﬁnabi”ty of agro-food systems throughter alia, appropriate pub-
and the quality of the environment, lic and private research and development efforts, respect for the
Ministers stressed that agro-food policies should seek to strengtlrotection of intellectual property, and improvements in public in-

en the intrinsic complementarities between the shared goals, there@4structures, information, advice and training;

allowing agriculture to mamfggt its multifunctional charactgr IN @ .preserve and strengthen the multifunctional role of agriculture in
transparent, targeted and efficient manner. The challenge in pursgzyer 4 combat territorial imbalances, to encourage the sustainable
ing the shared goals is to use a range of well-targeted policy meas

! nanagement of natural resources and to favour diverse farm devel-
sures and approaches that can ensure that the growing concegbsmem strateqi
gies.

regarding food safety, food security, environmental protection an Minister reed t Kinnovative w nd ropriate institu
the viability of rural areas are met in ways that maximize benefits,. Sters agreed lo see ovative ways and appropriate Institu-
tional frameworks to integrate public, private and co-operative initi-

are most cost-efficient, and avoid distortion of production and trade; . ) ; i
- . . . o atives, which take into account local and regional conditions. They
Ministers viewed future public policy as contributing to the

X . agreed that in designing and implementing cost-effective policy
achievement of the shared goals through appropriate well-targetefe 55 res, these should be regularly monitored and evaluated with
policy measures to accompany competitive, market-led developggnect to their stated objectives. Ministers also agreed that policy

ments in the agro-food sector. They noted that agricultural po"qﬁ?easures should seek to meet a number of operational criteria:
cannot be isolated from influences that are shaping the economy o «transparent: havin ilv identifiabl i biectiv ¢
which the agricultural sector is a part, and saw a clear need to ensure ansparent. having easily identifiable poliCy objeclives, costs,

that agricultural policies are compatible and mutually reinforcing enefits and beneflc-lz?lrles; ,
stargeted: to specific outcomes and as far as possible decoupled,;
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stailored: providing transfers no greater than necessary to achievature needs for developing countries, countries with emerging mar-
clearly identified outcomes; kets and developed countries. Technological trends and trends af-

«flexible: reflecting the diversity of agricultural situations, be able fecting statisticians were included.
to respond to changing objectives and priorities, and applicable to Demonstrations of area frame sampling, remote sensing, and the
the time period needed for the specific outcome to be achieved; data warehouse were provided. Several countries requested individ-
~equitable: taking into account the effects of the distribution ofual meetings on matters specific to their interest, so meeting and
support between sectors, farmers and regions. conference rooms were full. Special round table discussions were
mheld on remote sensing and survey/census issues. The conferenc

In order to contribute to the achievement of the shared goals, Mi , ; o
hair closed the conference with a challenge to the participants to

isters agreed on a number of priority areas for future work by th . h X , o
OECD, which they recommended be reflected in the overall proP€din & new spirit of cooperation among agricultural statisticians

gramme of work determined by the OECD Council. Ministers askedtround the world, with the hope that an international web site dedi-
the OECD to- ' cated to agricultural statistics be established to include the confer-

.develop the analvsis and analvtical tools to monitor and evaluate"ce PaPers and the list of participants. It was proposed that ISI form
P y y £ new association called the International Association for Agricul-

geverilggimlzgtsa': fgtﬁ;ﬁgﬁ;ﬁgngﬁz%?a'g“s; thne]es;szﬂreedsgoals, polf[JraI Statisticians and that another international agricultural statis-
yp pIes, P policy ’ tics conference be held in the future. For information, contact

scontinue and strengthen the analysis of main agricultural mafyogram chair: Fred Vogel, USDA/NASS; tel: +1 (202) 720-3896;
kets and trade developments, taking into account market developsy: +1 (202) 690-131; e-maifvogel@nass.usda.gov

ments in non-OECD countries;

eexamine ongoing and new agricultural trade and tranSboundaWVETLANDS
policy issues and their impacts, provide analytical support, as appro-=
priate, to the process of agricultural trade liberalization, without du-

plicating the work of the WTO. In this connection, Ministers noted LA'l:\llgg-l—CCI;/ll\/lEl\a-lr'I!¥gE'o'fl'hLHI\/IIEedI\i/:Er?;EaRnRVA\\/EtIIEQNdsv(\jlgr-:—w-mittee
the contributions that the OECD Committees, within their existing )

work programmes, might make to the process of information extMedCom) met for the firsttime in Thessaloniki, Greece from 15-16

change and analysis now underway in the various WTO CommitMarCh 1998 and consisted of officially designated representatives

tees, while avoiding unwanted duplication with work in other fora. from .21 countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, France, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Lebanon,

“identify and analyze existing and new policy approaches to adygita, Morocco, Portugal, Slovenia, Spain, Syria, the Former Yugo-
dress issues related to structural adjustment in the agro-food sect@fa, Republic of Macedonia, Tunisia, Turkey, and Yugoslavia), the
rural development, farm incomes, farm employment, income risks|estinian Authority, the Council of Europe, UNEP-Coordinating
management, and food security and food safety; Unit for the Mediterranean Action Plan, the Convention on Wet-

-foster sustainable development through analysing and measuringhds, and seven NGOs working on wetland-related issues in the
the effects on the environment of domestic agricultural and agri-enviediterranean. Participants noted the wide-ranging participation in
vironmental policies and trade measures; the meeting as a signal of a much wider involvement in the conser-

spromote an active policy dialogue with non-Member countries invation and sustainable use of wetlands in the region.
particular those that are relevant players in agricultural production The MedCom reviewed the working documents prepared by the
and trade; MedWet Coordination Team, listened to the presentation of the

simprove the dialogue with NGOs, in particular those representMedWet Coordinator and debated the issues in plenary sessions ant
ing farmers, other actors in the agro-food sector including consunin two workshops. Participants noted the first steps made in imple-
ers, and those concerned with agriculture and the environment. Forenting the Mediterranean Wetland Strategy, consisting of:
more information try the OECD atttp://www.oecd.org/ - completion of the MedWet 2 project in Albania, Algeria, Croat-

AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 2000: The International ia, Morocco and Tunisia;

Conference on Agricultural Statistics, convened on 18 March 1998 . gpproval and imminent start of the MedWet 3 project funded by
in Washington, DC, was sponsored by the International Statisticahe Global Environment Facility (GEF) and the French Fund for the
Institute (ISI) and attended by over 200 statisticians representing 58|obal Environment (FFEM);

countries. The conference program was divided into major topic ar- _ ggtapjishment of a collaboration structure in the Mediterranean

eas. Discussions on agricultural statistics requirements and uses {8-ihe framework of the Convention on Wetlands. which includes
cused on data needs for public policy, private organizations, anfheqcom and the MedWet Coordination Team. '

env!ro_nmgntal monitoring. Discussions on sources o_f agricultural Particinants also re-emphasized the princioles of the Venice Dec-
statistics included a world tour of methodologies, ranging from cen: P P P P

suses to sample censuses, comparison of crop cutting versus farrJ%'lat'on of June 1996, and rgafﬁrme@, n partlcylar, .the following:
reports, collection for environmental monitoring and agricultural ac- - €fforts for the conservation of biological diversity should take
counts. The discussion on advancements in data collection and anH]t0 account the needs of local populations, within the framework of
ysis concerned papers on land use classification, the use 8kStainable use of wetland resources;

document imaging technology, new methods of editing and imput- - the importance of the role of wetlands in regulating the water cy-
ing to combining information from overlapping samples. Partici-cle in their catchment areas, as well as their dependence on water;
pants also considered remote sensing and other applications for- a multi-sectoral management approach, involving all stakehold-
agricultural statistics, which provided a look at these methods in se\ers, including the local populations, is the best means of conserving
eral countries with different agriculture and requirements. Discuswetlands and managing their resources wisely;

sions on future perspectives for agricultural statistics addressed
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They also agreed that the priorities of action for wetland conser- - Wetland values, where the need for a programme to carry out an
vation and wise use in the Mediterranean remain substantially asconomic valuation of wetland systems in the SADC to be initiated
agreed at the Workshop held in Tour du Valat, Camargue, in Nowas identified; the need for the project arises from the low profile of
vember 1996, and advised that these priorities should be integratecktlands in both national and regional planning processes in the sub-
in the following framework: region, and because most of the major catchments in the subregior

-on the Mediterranean level: strengthening of technical and finanare shared systems. The results of this programme will be used to
cial collaboration and assistance, both bi-lateral and multi-lateral, ifromote the wise use of wetlands in both national and regional plan-
view of the economic disparities in the region; ning in the Sub-region. This programme will be launched immedi-

-on the national level: development of national and sub-nation2t€ly by the Ramsar Bureau in cooperation with IUCN-ROSA.
al/regional wetland policies, which would take into account the prin- - Policy development, where Tanzania and Zimbabwe indicated
ciples noted above; that they intended ratifying the Convention, but the name of the

-on the local level: establishment at major wetlands of local-CoONnvention was causing confusion as to its intent, waterfowl being

ly-based management bodies, with broad constitution, charged Wi&.pnsidered less important than other values of wetlands. The rela-

developina and implementina broperly prepared management planE0Nship between national policies on.bliological inersity, water re-
ping P g properly prep g P ource management and wetland policies was discussed at length. |

. . . S
Participants endorsed the specific proposals submitted by ﬂ\ﬁas concluded that the development of the other related policies

g/ilﬁtdvgﬁh%(;grd'rgat('}ggll—eaig ggsgliqutii[r?]diHt]gmrgqesétusdyFtuhrﬁhf:?t%houId be seen as opportunities rather than threats, and that wetlanc
y prop P proj : olicies should either form part of those policies or link very closely

;glro ggg?utgre '\l/lggé: %r:]w a:étsrr;g;(tr;n; deetlgg,n\(/:vehrlrc]:if:]ls tiits%m\(c',s'ggglls ith them. Ideally, separate wetland conservation policies should be
. y ] prog 9 i P p. developed, but it may be strategically wise to raise wetland issues
Finally, taking into account the results of the technical session ofithin related policies, such as biodiversity conservation strategies,

wetland restoration and rehabilitation held on 16 March, participantsrently being developed by Contracting Parties to the CBD.
stressed the importance of wetland restoration, wherever this is fea- _ \_+ional planning, where again the need for establishing wet-

sible, and rehabilitation of wetland functions, in stopping and "®land values in the subregion was emphasized. The need for a larget
versing the loss and degradation of Mediterranean wetlands. T;lfcol of expertise in wetlands in the subregion was also identified. It

zizfecf;?(g]gg?g d gr]]i Sfot\r/]eernmrgjeé;?tv\?;tgaedescgffﬁqreltl\jg:jtifgrt;ggégnr Wwas suggested that strong wetlands programmes working in concert
the past, and advises the Ramsar Bureau to make available to Gre with biodiversity programmes are necessary. It was emphasized that

any international expertise and technical advice required. For infor- ole players, from the land-user to the politician, must be brought
y P d ’ n board to participate in any action plan if it is to succeed. National

mation contact: the Ramsar Convention Bureau; tel: +41 22 99% ; : ;
e X X o ) amsar committees were suggested as being an effective tool for
0170; fax: +41 22 999 0169, e-maiamsar@hg.iucn.orgnternet: bringing a wide range of interest groups together. The emphasis in

http://w3.iprolink.ch/iucnlib/themes/ramsar/ planning should be on cross-sectoral integration and participation.
SOUTHERN ~ AFRICAN  SUB-REGIONAL = RAMSAR In terms of international cooperation, at the subregional level,

MEETING: The Government of South Africa hosted a Ramsar e tjands are considered part of the mandate of the SADC Wildlife

from 2-6 February 1998. This meetina was called in response thSector,Which is based in Malawi. In the subregion, the link to biodi-
y : 9 P \?ersity policy programmes are therefore closer than to water re-

request by the African countries, during the last meeting of the Conéource management policy programmes. At the wider level
ference of the Parties to the Convention held in Brisbane, Australi etlands Inte?national %as ¥aupncﬁed a Wést African Programmé
for coordination meetings to be organized at sub regional level. Iz\r/1d maintains its activities throughout the region by means of the'

follows similar meetings held in the West African and East AfrlcaAfrican Waterfowl Census. Participants agreed that Africa, north of

subregions. The objectives of the meeting were to: provide informafhe equator is enjoying a far higher profile internationally than the

:Ie()ra:tki)gr?élt T;gﬂ:rﬂinéﬁgoencglw ea(s:?/r\}\allﬁgrtflg\?vlogZ:laietg?rzgsags!grsoumem _Afncan Subreg|on, resulting in better fundlng_ for those ar-
1971) at national level; identify priority actions for strengthening the-eas' This 'S reflected In the number of programmes being run by vars

e e D ious organizations, as well as the representation on the Convention’s
appl|c§1t|0n of the Convent|pn In SOUthe”.‘ Africa; and stren_gthen CO%ommittees (both STRP member and alternate are from west Africa,
operation between states in the subregion. The Contracting Parti

. ; ) . aMEYe African members on the Standing Committee have all been from
in the subregion were represented: Botswana, Malawi, Mauritiu

Namibia, South Africa and Zambia. The observers, all members j?orth of this subregion (Tunisia, Kenya, Senegal, Uganday)).

the Southern African Development Community (SADC) were: In terms of raising awareness, the questions of what is a wetland
Lesotho, Mozambique, Swaziland, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. and which are the important ones were raised. The importance of up-

The Secretary General and the African Technical Officer resen{?er catchment areas with numerous small wetlands, which ultimate-
y P y feed the larger more obvious one downstream was emphasized.

ed baclggrouhnd(i:nformatlion on t’;he Convention, coverintﬂ_the.follow-.r e need to make everyone aware of the value of the resource they
ing topics: the Convention’s objectives, successes, obligations arg{' - ; ;
benefits of membership to a country; benefits of members to the sutﬁ-]e using or abusing was noted. Support throughout the subregion by

Y ; LoD : e exchange of materials, examples of good practice, etc. was en-
region; activities of the Standing Commitiee; activities of the SCIen'couraged, as was the support for successful local initiatives. In order

tific and Technical Review Panel, representation of the subregion op, gain the necessary support of politicians and to build their aware-
the Standing Committee and Technical Committees, and the PréPgass, field trips to wetlands were suggested. In order for the Conven-

rations for the Seventh Conference of Parties to the Convention, o'\ " " cive 4 higher profile in the subregion, non-Contracting

be held in 1_999j ) Parties should be encouraged to ratify the Convention. The profile
The topic wise use of wetlands was discussed under three

sub-headings.
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will also be raised when the Convention takes on some of the hard The provisional text defines the manner in which interested par-
issues in wetland conservation. ties can become seabed contractors by obtaining the Authority's ap-

Capacity building is an important issue in the subregion. Awareproval of their plans of work for exploration in specified
ness of wetland issues and capacity building must be closely linke@€ographical areas. Applicants must be sponsored by States ant
Being cross-sectoral, wetland conservation training requires th@ust possess certain financial and technical capabilities. They
coverage of numerous sectors. There is a need for community base@uld have to supply specified kinds of information in support of
capacity building programmes. Policy makers need to be targetd@ieir plans and pay a $250,000 fee. Plans of work would require ap-
(e.g. the Tre Bien course). However courses are required to addre@gval by the Commission and consideration by the Council, subject
issues specific to southern African. This is being variously adfo the provision in the implementation agreement that the plans of
dressed in the subregion. IUCN-ROSA initiated a workshop to det€gistered pioneer investors shall be considered approved by the
termine training needs in the SADC; a number of short courses arfeouncil. Once approved, the Authority would issue a 15-year con-
being planned in South Africa, and a post graduate programme is b&act granting recognized security of tenure. That would incorporate
ing considered. Institutional capacity must also be addressed. ~ schedules giving the geographical coordinates and an illustrative

The issues relating to sites on the List of Wetlands of Internation¢hart of the exploration area, as well as a work programme that
al Importance in terms of the Convention included the possibility of¥0uld be reviewed every five years jointly by the Authority and the
some sort of vetting of sites before they are accepted for designatiofiontractor. Each contractor would be obligated to provide a training
and the need for good documentation on the site at the time of LisR'ogramme for personnel of the Authority and developing countries.
ing. The question of benefits to the local community dependent on The obligation of contractors to keep records and to submit annu-
the wetland was raised. It was agreed that more sites should be listalireports is spelled out, as is a requirement to submit information

in the subregion. The need for the inclusion of the Convention int®nce the contract expires. The confidentiality of information submit-
the legal systems of Contracting Parties was highlighted. ted to the Authority by contractors would be assured. Contractors

The development of inventories was discussed and the benefits $ould be obliged to accept inspection by the Authority, comply with
computer databases highlighted. As a number of these systems & ety, labor and health standards, and accept re;spon3|b|l|ty and lia-
already in use, it was suggested that these should be considered ty.for damage. The Author[ty would have_the right to S”S.per.‘d or

ieferminate the contract and to impose penal_tle_s under certain circum-
was noted as a problem in the subregion. A number of pertinent i stances. Most Of. the text reproduces.a preliminary version produced
sues were raised about management plans for listed sites. It was nBY. the Commission last August and circulated to Authority members

ed that the pro-forma supplied by the Convention was an all o r comments. However, the new text incorporates several changes,

nothing approach, which is not particularly relevant to southern Aghotably relating to environmental protection and the confidentiality

rican conditions. It was agreed that this needs revision to incorporafg data and information prowdgd by contractors. The regul_at|on_s
a step-by-step process to manage the system, taking into acco cify that the freedom of marine scientific research, enshrined in
various tenure systems in the subregion. A number of recommendH€ Law of the Sea Convention, is not affected.

tions, reflecting the workshop's discussions were adopted and will Regarding environmental protection, a new clause would require
be taken to the Pan African meeting in July, to other instruments opplicants for an exploration contract to submit “a preliminary as-
the Convention, the SADC Wildlife Sector and to countries. For in-Sessment of the possible impact of the proposed exploration activi-
formation contact: the Ramsar Convention Bureau; tel: +41 22 99es on the environment,” as well as a description of proposed
0170; fax: +41 22 999 0169; e-maihmsar@hg.iucn.ordnternet: ~ Measures to prevent, reduce and control pollution and other environ-

http://w3.iprolink.ch/iucnlib/themes/ramsar/ mental hazards. Another added paragraph would oblige contractors
to “ensure the effective protection of the marine environment from
JOCEANS AND COASTS serious harm” and to “take precautionary measures to anticipate,

prevent or minimize any adverse impacts on the marine environ-

' ment... as far as reasonably possible, using the best available tech
INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY: The first part of nology.”

the fourth session of the International Seabed Authority was held in With regard to confidentiality of data, expanded clauses on infor-

Kingston, Jamaica from 16 - 27 March 1998. The Authority received ation required from prospectors and contractors would extend to
a new draft of a mining code to regulate the search for polymetalliq1 q prosp

nodules in the international area of the deep seabed. The draft, Q years or more the period during which the Authority must main-

product of two years of work by the Authority's Legal and Technical&i'l?atq_ehg%n;'rimgzilg% (\)/\f/i ti\otrrrllgnf(;ﬂsaellr{t z??r?letlvreogngcfc:?e:gitlznr/e-
Commission, was received by the Council of the Authority, which : ' prosp ’

devoted formal meetings to the text and examined its details in inl_ease such data when prospecting has ended, but data obtained fror

formal sessions. The proposed regulations define how the Authorit?< L . : e .
will oversee prospecting and exploration by private and public con:- )gpI0|tat|on. Proprietary data or othgr confidential mforma_tmn Sup-
tractors interested in recovering mineral-rich deposits containin lied by contractors could not be d'Sf:lOS.ed by Cqmmlss_lon mem-
manganese, nickel, cobalt and copper from ocean bottoms beyo §rs or Authority staff even after termination of their functions.

any nation's jurisdiction. The basic text, consisting of 33 regulations, Commission Chair Lenoble pointed out that the draft dealt only
sets out the framework for the exploration regime, with annexes coff¥ith prospecting and exploration for polymetallic nodules. Addi-
taining a model contract and standard clauses. Its terms are basedtif1al provisions would have to be established later to regulate the
provisions in the two basic instruments governing the Authority'duture exploitation of nodules and the prospecting, exploration and
work -- the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea and the Agree.explonanon of the other mineral resources of the area. The Chair ex-
ment relating to the Implementation of Part XI (seabed provisionsplained that it had been found useful to introduce the concept of
of the Convention, adopted in 1994 and in force since 1996. guidelines” -- to be issued with the Commission's approval -- that
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would complete the provisions of the code and guide the conduct afan Tropical Tuna Commission that concluded on 7 February 1998

seabed contractors. In that regard, the Commission proposed to draftLa Jolla, California, US.

a list of environmentally appropriate technologies for exploration. The agreement calls for:

The Council's four-day deliberations on the draft took the form of

general statements by 25 delegations and informal meetings in

which the document was examined regulation by regulation. i ) ) ) )
Among the pioneer investors in seabed mineral exploration, the - effectively tracking tuna to differentiate between dolphins and

Russian Federation made the point that profitability was importanll.’nsafe t%"?a’ , , , )
to potential investors; therefore, the mining code should provide a - Providing incentives to improve skipper performance;
workable balance between their interests and those of the Authority. - enhancing and strengthening compliance and enforcement and
China said that, since the code was intended to cover prospecting - providing greater protection and promoting the recovery of in-
and exploration only, it should not attempt to regulate situations thadividual dolphin stocks, especially those that are depleted.
might occur during the exploitation stage. Supporting comments by The agreement is the culmination of a process that began in 1995
others on the provisions on training programmes by seabed contragith the Panama Declaration, under which Belize, Colombia, Costa
tors, France said a system must be in place to encourage the transfgta Ecuador, France, Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Spain, the US,
of knowledge. On environmental protection, Germany said knowlyanyatu and Venezuela agreed to work together to strengthen dol-
edge of the potential impact of exploitation activities would bephin protections rather than abandon the dolphin-saving practices
gained only after testing of mining equipment. The US observed thghey had developed to meet the tough dolphin death reduction tar-
commercial deep-seabed mining was still decades away and woulfhts set by the US and the UNIATTA. The Panama Declaration pro-
only augment, not replace, land mining. The UK expressed cautioyy,ced an immediate effect. Dolphin deaths in the eastern tropical
optimism that, given the nature and the composition of the Authoripacific tuna fishery declined sharply from 100,000 animals in 1989
ty, the “North-South confrontation” that was a feature of internation+g fewer than 2,600 in 1996. The Declaration committed the 12
al deliberations during the 1970s would not be revisited in theguntries to take legal action to hold dolphin kills to 5,000 a year or
mining code discussions. less if the US lifted the embargo. For information contact the In-
Brazil, on behalf of the G-77/China, voiced concerns about proter-American Tropical Tuna Commission (IATTC-CIAT); Scripps
visions for protection and preservation of the marine environmentnstitution of Oceanography; tel:  +1 (619) 546 7100, ext. 301; fax:
regulations on the confidentiality of information supplied by seabed-1 (619) 546 7133; Internehttp://www.gsf.de/UNEP/amiat.html
contractors, and training programmes and technology transfer igdso contact the Center for Marine Conservation; tel: +1 (202)
sues. Regarding the Authority's role, the G-77/China said the cod¢29-5609; fax: +1 (202)872-0619; e-mailccmc@ix.netcom.com
should ensure its ability to comply with its mandate of effectively Internet:http://www.cmc-ocean.org/main.html
regulating, managing and monitoring seabed mining activities; some

of its provisions did not seem to enable the Authority to vaUire/HABITAT AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS
enough information to that end. The Group welcomed workshops

planned by the Authority during this year and next to deal with avail- ENVIRONMENTAL AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

able knowledge on the environment and on technologies for minere1.|ASK FORCE: On 9 February, the Secretary-General designated

exploration and environmental protection. Among suggestions b h . ) . 4
other developing countries, Chile advanced the idea of establishi Iqus qufer to _be Dwe_ctor-(}eneral of the_ Un't.Ed Nations Office at
airobi, in addition to his duties as Executive Director of UNEP. He

a fund to compensate coastal States in the event of accidental en as also asked to serve. for the time beina. as the head of the UN
ronmental damage. Cameroon, Indonesia and Nigeria felt that t}’k\%entre for Human Settfements Habitat g1I'he Secretary-General
term “commercially sensitive data,” which the Authority would ( )- y

have to keep confidential under the code, needed a more precise dgﬁ'ﬁg%gﬂr;ﬁ-gﬁp;r dt(;lftt]saelr 3;2‘?:{:3:52 sti%rrii?)riﬁreegerﬂg?jla,l\ss;%rrrnﬁ
inition and should not be left to the interpretation of the contractorf” ’ q y

alone. On this point, Tunisia thought the text placed too much ey reforming and strengthening UN activities in the environmental

: ; S : . - and human settlements areas, in line with relevant indications in his
phasis on confidentiality rather.than |nternat|or?al coope.rat!on. reform programme (document A/51/950, paras. 170-179).

The Assembly of the Authority, the other of its two principal or- The S tarv-G lis ol dt that the followi
gans meeting during the session, elected half the membership of the € secretary=i>eneral IS pieased to anhounce tha e. oflowing
36-member Council for new four-year terms beginning Janua ersons have ggreed to serve on this important task force:

1999. The Assembly is composed of all 137 members of the Author- -~ Maria Julia Alsogaray, Secretary for Natural Resources and

ity. The Assembly also approved a protocol on privileges and immuSustainable Development of Argentina;

nities, which deals with matters pertaining to the legal status of the -- John Ashe, Deputy Permanent Representative of Antigua and
Authority, its officials and representatives of its members. By acclaBarbuda to the United Nations;

mation, the Assembly elected Tadeusz Bachleda-Curus (Poland) as-- Nitin Desai, Under-Secretary-General for Economic and Social

its President for the 1998 session. Joachim Koch (Germany) wasffairs:

elected Council President. For information contact the UN Division __ | ars-Géran Engfeldt, Permanent Representative of Sweden to
for Ocean Affairs (DOALOS), Office of Legal Affairs,; e-mail: UNEP and Habitat in Nairobi:

doalos@un.or;glnternet:http://www.un.org/Depts/Ios/. . -- Jean-Pierre Halbwachs, UN Controller and Assistant Secre-
TUNA-DOLPHIN AGREEMENT: Twelve tuna-fishing na-  tary-General for Programme Planning, Budget and Accounts;

tions agreed to protect dolphins and other marine life in the eastern ~_ Sir Martin Holdgate, former Head of the World Conservation
tropical Pacific tuna fishery at the meeting of the UN Inter-Ameri-Union (IUCN); '

- establishing measures to avoid, reduce and minimize bycatch;
- conserving tuna stocks and the tuna fishery;

-- Martin Khor, Director, Third World Network, Malaysia;
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-- Ashok Khosla, Head of Development Alternatives, India; tionship with the UN, and the UN Centre for Human Settlements
-- Tommy Koh, Ambassador-at-Large, Ministry of Foreign Af- (Habitat) in particular. Mr. Darshan Johal, the Assistant Secre-
fairs of Singapore; tary-General and Acting Executive Director of UNCHS (Habitat)

- Julia Marton LeFevre, President of LEAD International, Inc.; called on the Parliamentarians to support the Habitat Agenda
- James Gustave Soeth. Administrator of the United Nations Det_hrough promoting policy and legislative reforms in their respective

petn, ) countries. He further stated that it was his hope that the Forum would
velopment Programme (UNDP);

, . . provide the opportunity to forge a close partnership between the
-- Mostafa K. Tolba, President, International Centre for Environ-g|gpal Parliamentarians and Habitat.

ment and Development, Ca.|ro, o , Senator Lopez Velarde of Mexico, who was re-elected as Chair of
-- Joseph Tomusange, High Commissioner of Uganda to India; the Board of Directors of the Global Parliamentarians on Habitat,
-- Makirim Wibisono, Permanent Representative of Indonesia tgointed out that while in some countries vanguard laws on human

the United Nations and Current Chair of the G-77- China, settlements have been created, most countries did not have any spe
-- Timothy E. Wirth, President, United Nations Foundation; and cific laws to improve urban development and housing. Ms. Julia

-- Michael Zammit Cutajar, Executive Secretary, United NationsCarabias Lillo of the Ministry of Environment, National Resources
Framework Convention on Climate Change. and Fisheries, Mexico, highlighted the need to increase awareness o

Maurice Strong, Special Adviser to the Secretary-General aniire implications of urbanization on natural resources and the envi-
Peter Thacher, former Deputy Executive Director of UNEP, wiljfonment and the need to improve urban management practices.

serve as advisers to the Task Force. The Task Force is scheduleg-:rtgere was consensus among the participants on the success of th
8

S . . rum and commitment to meet again for the next session of the Fo-
submit its recommendations to the Secretary-General in June 19 &im, scheduled to be held in Asia in 1999 or in the year 2000. For

The Terms of Reference of Task Force are: urther information please contact: UNCHS (Habitat), c/o Cepal Na-

- to review existing structures and arrangements through Wh,icéiones Unidas, Apartado Postal 6-718, Mexico City, Mexico; tel: +
environment and environment-related activities are carried out wit 2 5) 254 24 73; fax: +(52 5) 5311 151; e-mail:

in the United Nations, with particular reference to those departAura.Silva@un.orq.mx
ments, funds and programmes that report to the Secretary-General,

but taking into account also the relevant programmes and activitie
of the specialized agencies; /50CIAL DEVELOPMENT

- to focus particularly on the distinctive functions of policy, de- ]
velopment of norms and standards, programme development andCOMMISSION FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT: The Com-

implementation and financing, as well as relationships amongﬁ“SSion for Social Development held its thirty-sixth session from 10
these functions: ' - 20 February 1998 in New York. Stressing that poverty is a root

' . . cause of social exclusion, the Commission called on the internation-
- to evaluate the efficacy and effectiveness of existing structureg,

and arrangements and make recommendations for such changes Eigiommunity to support developing countries’ efforts to address so-
) 9 . L . 9€S 3t and economic problems. It adopted a set of agreed conclusions
improvements as will optimize the work and effectiveness of the0

X . : n its sessional theme of promoting social inclusion and participa-
United Natlpns en\(lronmental work gt the glotial IevellarJd of UNEPtion for all people. It also adopted two decisions on matters related
as the leading environmental organization or “authority”, as well a

the role of UNEP as the principal source of environmental input int% the International Year of Older Persons (1999) and the 1982 In-

the work of the Commission on Sustainable Development; and Ternational Plan of Action on Agemg. . .

- to prepare proposals. for consideration by the Secretarv-Gener In the three-part agreed conclusions, the Commission, noting that
and supbsg uerr1)t sﬂbmiséion t0 the General X\ssembl on%eformi PHe globalization of the world economy created opportunities for the
and stren (zhenin UN activities in the environment;i and huma%%velopment process but also social hazards, stressed that efforts &

9 9 . : the local, national and international levels are needed to minimize
settlement areas. For more information contact the UN Centre fc{”
r

e negative effects of globalization. Also, there is a need for coop-
Human Settlements; tel: +254 2 623149, 623151, fax: +244 : _ : : :
624060, 624333 e-maihfohabitat@ige.apc.org ation between State and non-State actors, including transnational

corporations, private institutions and civil society organizations. All

Internet:hitp://www.unhabitat.org actors, particularly international financial bodies, should consider
GLOBAL FORUM OF PARLIAMENTARIANS ON HABI- the social consequences of their actions.

TAT: The Global Forum of Parliamentarians was held in Cancun,

Mexico from 27 - 30 January 1998, with the aim of evaluatmgdrug trade, in many cases exceeding the resources of national gov-

proglretgs otn |mbpr0\zjeme|nts n ptubhg EOI'CY angflteg;slatl\ée refc)fr(r}lnsernments;, have made international cooperation and coordination im-
:ir:)reer;il(;)r?s Ooli/reragos\ggt?arl?i’narﬁgmeﬁltj;rlig%s or?ngllJ)rita?);rsocr)n 6e- erative to an effective anti-drug strategy, the Commission stated. It
’ alled for international assistance to be given to developing coun-

countries aqd five continents approved the Cancun I;)eclaraﬂorgries as they must address unemployment, illiteracy, deteriorating
which re-affirms their commitment to the implementation of thegconomies and lack of resources

Habitat Agenda -- the Global Plan of Action adopted at the secon .

United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat I1) in Poverty .an.d exclusion .should.be _att_aclged t_hrough employment,
June 1996. The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Kofi Anthe Commission empha5|ze.d..D|scr|m|nat|on n e;mployment —-on

nan sent a congratulatory message to the Global Parliamentarians 8 grounds -- should be eliminated. Labor policies must be sensi-
tending the Forum that emphasized the importance of dialogulVe to the needs of disadvantaged and vulnerable groups, while
between elected representatives and civil society. Annan furthef°4"9 peop!e should have. opportunities for meanlngful emplqy-

urged Global Parliamentarians on Habitat to strengthen their reldn€nt. Attention should be given to reconciling professional activity

The vast human and financial resources available to the illicit
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and family responsibilities through affordable childcare, family sup-Programme of Action, to be coordinated by UNFPA; and a Secre-
port and flexible working arrangements. tary-General's draft report for the General Assembly's special ses-
By another decision, the Commission invited the Department ofion on the further implementation of the Programme of Action, also
Economic and Social Affairs to draw up proposals for developing ari0 be coordinated by the Population Fund.
Internet database on policies and programmes on ageing and to ex-By the draft resolution on the importance of population census ac-
plore, with UNDP, the feasibility of including an ageing-related de-tivities for evaluation of progress in implementing the ICPD Pro-
velopment index in the Human Development Report. For morgramme of Action, the Economic and Social Council would invite
information contact: United Nations Commission for Social Devel-governments to give priority to the planning and undertaking of the
opment; tel: + 1 (212) 963-6763; fax: + 1 (2120 963 3062; Internetnext population and housing census. It would recommend that coun-

http://www.un.org/esa/socdev/social.htm tries lacking adequate vital statistics systems give due consideration
to the collection and analysis of data in the year 2000 round of pop-
/POPULATION ulation censuses for the estimation of levels of mortality. The Coun-
cil would call upon relevant organizations of the United Nations
COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOP- system, donor governments, through multilateral and bilateral

MENT: The thirty-first session of the Commission on Populationme‘:hanisms’ and non- governmental _organizations to pro_vide the
i ecessary support to those countries in need of undertaking suct

and Development was convened in New York from 23-27 Februa . . - ; . .
1998. The Commission called for assistance to strengthen the n ensuses, including the building of national capacity. For more in-
tional health services of developing countries, including building ~
their capacity to produce essential drugs, approving a decision ofi
this year's theme of “health and mortality” and two other proposals.

By the terms of that text, which was adopted after intense negot{-WOMEN
ation, the Commission requested the Population Division and the o
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) to explore ways and COMMISSION ON STATUS OF WOMEN: The Commission
means -- such as the establishment of an internationally accessitf@ the Status of Women held its forty-second session from 2 to 13
electronic database -- to facilitate the exchange of informatiodMarch and adopted 12 texts, including draft conclusions on four of
among all relevant actors concerning best practices and lessof critical areas of concern contained in the Beijing Platform for
learned in implementing the Programme of Action of the 1994 InterAction, the outcome of the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Wom-
national Conference on Population and Development (ICPD). BgNn. During the session, the Commission held 13 meetings, in addi-
other terms of the text, governments were called upon to: tion to convening as the preparatory body for the General

-- support, with the assistance of international and non-goverrfi“s_Semblys ngh- Ie.vel Review in th_e Year 200.0 of the Implem_en-
mental organizations, efforts to determine the causes of the stagrigtion of the Nairobi Forward- Looking Strategies and the Beijing

tion, or increase of mortality among the adult population of countried”1atform for Action. . .
with economies in transition as well as in some developing coun- In one of the seven resolutions adopted without a vote, the Com-
tries; and mission urged states to design and revise laws to ensure that womer

- renew and reaffirm their commitment to reducing disparities inVere accorded full and equal rights to own land and other property,

health and mortality among countries and within countries including through the right to inheritance. States were also urged to
i undertake administrative reforms and other necessary measures t

coordinate with each other and with other international and nog‘:]}'ve women the same right as men to credit, capital, appropriate

ormation contact: UN Population Information Network (POPIN);
mail: popin@undp.orgtnternet:http://www.undp.org/popin

governmental organizations in strengthening national capacities gchnologies, access to markets and information. Following the
collect, analyze and utilize health and mortality data at both nation doption of this text, the representative of Zambia, speaking on be-

and local levels, in the priority areas of the ICPD Programme of Ac- alf of the Sout_hern African Development Community (SADC)-’
tion. The Comrﬁission adopted the report of the thirtv-first Sessio called the adoption of Fhe te>.<t.by consensus a mllgstone for which
on. e pte port ot th ty-first "4l could be proud. Chair Patricia Flor (Germany), said she hoped the
and a provisional agenda for its 1999 session, in which it will act aﬁnderstanding reached on the issue of human rights and land dis-
the preparatory body for the General Assembly's special session Qimination rights would prevail for years to come
implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action. . . Ny .
. . By a vote of 34 in favor to 1 against (US), with 5 abstentions
Byone qf two draft resolutions approved, the Economic and So(Lebanon, Lesotho, Norway, Rwanda, Uganda), the Commission
cial Council would: . . approved a resolution on Palestinian women, to be submitted to the
-- recommend that the length of the thirty-second session of thg conomic and Social Council for adoption. By terms of that text, the
Commission be extended to seven working days, in March 1999; council would reaffirm that the Israeli occupation remains a major
-- request the Secretariat to prepare a comprehensive plan, inclugbstacle to Palestinian women's advancement, self- reliance and in-
ing a timetable, setting out the purpose, working methods and ketegration in the development planning of their society. Israel would
outcomes and how they would contribute to the Secretary-Generalg called on to facilitate the return of all refugees and displaced Pal-
comprehensive report on the five-year review and appraisal of thestinian women and children to their homes and properties in the oc-
implementation of the Programme of Action; and cupied Palestinian territory.

-- request that, the following be prepared for the Commission’s By the terms of other resolutions, the Commissioter alia:
next session in 1999: a Secretary-General's comprehensive report on._ Recommended that all activities for the commemoration of the

the five-year review and appraisal of the implementation of the Proiftieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

gramme of Action, to be coordinated by the Population Division; asnoyld address the human rights of women to achieve common un-
report of the International Forum on the operational review of the
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derstanding and awareness on the promotion and protection of ¢

human rights of women; ' ' i )

-- Condemned the continuing violations of the human rights 01/' I n k ag e S /J 0 u r n a I/

women and girls, including all forms of discrimination against them, ;

in Afghanistan; and strongly urged all of the Afghan factions to enc

discriminatory policies and to recognize, protect and promote thflUPCOMING

equal rights and dignity of women and men,;
-- Condemned violent acts against civilian women and children in

areas of armed conflict and called for the immediate release of wom-

en and children taken hostage, including those subsequently impri USTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

oned,;

-- Called upon concerned governments, particularly those of

sending and receiving countries, to put in place penal and crimin%llv
sanctions to punish perpetrators of violence against women migra
workers and to provide victims of violence with immediate assis-
tance, such as counselling, legal and consular assistance, and tem@’é
rary shelters; 0

-- Invited Member States to consider implementing at the nationa ]
level recommendations on older women and support systems, in- SUSTAINABILITY AND IMPACT ASSESSMENT: The

cluding in the areas of research, economic security, education arf nfelrekr:cle, “Sustalr.lablhty”and the Role_of Imréac(tj Assigl.snlen_t”m
empowerment, and the well-being of caregivers. the Global Economy: Excellence, Innovation and Adaptability”wi
D . be held from 19 - 24 April 1998 in Christchurch, New Zealand. For
The. Comm|SS|on approveq, as gmended, drgft conclusions %Hore information contact: the IAIA Executive Office;
four critical areas of concern identified by the Beijing Platform for e-mail: iaia@ndsuext.nodak.edu '

Action of the 1995 Fourth World Conference on Women. The
: . : CSD-SIDE EVENT ON CYBERPARTNERSHIP FOR SUS-
agreed conclusions emerged from expert panel discussions and ex- ) ; - e .
J 9 pert p AINABILITY: This meeting will be held on 23 April in conjunc-

changes of views among Commission members, and covered t ) . .
following issues: human rights of women, the girl child, women and!'on with CSD-6. The Side Event focuses on wide area knowledge

armed conflict, and violence against women. Those texts were tHéetworklr:jg dE\t’OIEdC;O cha_llle(rjlgbes,vclJlfTs_lFstaEnallalIlty—fat g” Ie\;els, re-t
subject of intense negotiations until the final hour of the sessiorg'ons' and sectors. Urganized by echnology and bevelopmen

which concluded at 11:45 p.m. rogrgm—._on‘!oehalf of the GIobaI_Pﬂartnership on Cyberspace for
By the terms of the draft conclusions on human rights of Womeng:stamabmty (“the CyberPartnership”) -- the session is designed to

HUMAN RIGHTS, ENVIRONMENT & COMMUNITY
ORKSHOP: The University at Buffalo (UB) Law School is host-

g a workshop entitled “Human Rights, Environment & Communi-
y” from 17 - 18 April 1998. Participants in the two day program will
plore the ways in which threats to human rights, environment, and
mmunities overlap. For more information contact: Wendy Irvine;
el: +1 (716) 645-3989; e-mailvlirvine@acsu.buffalo.edu

D . ustrate current collaborative initiatives, value-added potentials,
governments, NGOs and other actors in civil society would be aske b

: > I fthe h oht d fund rlg improvements in venues for international collaboration toward
0 ensure universal awareness ot the human rights and fundamenig 5ior effectiveness in knowledge-sharing, applications, and imple-

freedoms of women and gh|ldren, mclydlng the girl child, thr.OUthentations. For further information, please contact Nazli Choucri,
comprehensive human rights education, in accordance with thg 1. 4il- nchoucri@MIT.EDU

United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education, and to create )
and promote a culture of human rights, development and peace. CSD'.SIDE EVENT ON N.ATIQNAL COUNC”‘“S' The Earth .
Council is organizing a special Side Event called “National Councils

. The draft conclu3|or_15 on the g|rl.ch|Id would have the Comm[s-for Sustainable Development and the CSD: the Way Forward” to be
sion urge the elaboration of an optional protocol to the Conventio

- : . Peld on April 28 from 1:15-2:45 pm on the First Basement level of
on the R|g.hts of the_Ch|Id on measures to prevent and eradicate thge | Headquarters. The exact room number will be available the
sale of children, child prostitution and pornography. Governmentaay of the event. For more information contact: Francisco Mata,

would be asked to enact and enforce laws that prohibit sexual eXpIOI5eputy Executive Director, the Earth Council; tel: +506-256-1611,;
tation and to prosecute and punish offenders. fax: +506-255-2197; e-madci@terra.ecouncil.ac.cr

By the provisions of the draft text on women and armed conflict, CSD SIDE-EVENT ON THE ASIAN EINANCIAL CRISIS:
the Commission would have governments modify legal deflnmons]-h CSD-6 Side Event “The Asian Financial Crisis and Sustainable
a_nd standards to ensure they encompass concerns of all women %%f/elopment” is being organized by the Philippine Council for Sus-
girls affec_ted by armed conflictand, In particular, make EXpl.'C't thattainable Development and the Earth Council and scheduled for April
systematic rape and sexual slavery in armed conflict constitute wajs .o 6.8 pm. Francisco Mata, Deputy Executive Director, the
CrMES. ] . . Earth Council; tel: +506-256-1611; fax: +506-255-2197; e-mail:
The draft conclusions on violence against women, would ask govaci@terra.ecouncil.ac.cr
ernments to formulate multi-disciplinary and coordinated national CSD SIDE-EVENT “RIVERS TO OCEANS™ The govern-

plan_s, programmes and strategies.to eliminate all fprms of ViOIer_'Cﬁwent of Portugal, UNDP, UNEP, the American Association of Port
against women and g|rI§, and provllde targets and timetables for,' uthorities and IUCN will hold the CSD-6 Side Event “Rivers to
plementation and effective domestic enforcement procedures. F'n?ceans" on 27 April 1998 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm in UNDP's Hank Sh-
ly, the Commission adopted the draft provisional agenda an nnon Conference Room, DC-1.¥fioor, 1 UN Plaza. For more in-

dg?g?gﬁgﬁ”_‘?&?ﬂ?rg;stgiig?]S'e:isri?:6%n?n%r;nag’;:g’nagﬂ:gadt;ﬁe'ormation contact: Phillip Reynolds, UNDP; tel: +1 (212) 906-5866
b Y ' WORLD INFORMATION TRANSFER'S ANNUAL

United Nations Division for the Advancement of Women; e-mail: X
daw@un.orgInternet:http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/ HEALTH AND .ENVlRQNMENT MEETING: World Informa-
tion Transfer will hold its annual Health and Environment Confer-
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ence, “Global Partners for Global Solutions” at UN headquarters itbe held from 18 May - 2 June 1998, and Study Program Itinerary
New York from 16 - 17 April 1998. This year's topic is: the Trauma Two, to be held from 18 May - 30 May 1998 at the Friendship Hotel
of Environmental Disaster. The co-sponsoring UN Member State ig1 Beijing, People’s Republic of China. The Study Program will be
Bangladesh. For more information contact: World Informationconvened by: China Association for Science and Technology of
Transfer, 444 Park Ave. South, Suite 1202, New York, NY 10021Beijing and Global Interactions, Inc. in Phoenix, Arizona, US. For
tel: +1 (212) 686-1996, option 3. fax: +1 (212) 686-2172; email:more information contact Global Interactions, Inc. at tel: +1
wit@igc.apc.or 602/906-8886; fax: +1 602/906-8887; e-mail:

COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: The global@goodnet.cominternet:http://www.goodnet.com/~global
CSD will hold its sixth session (CSD-6) in New York from 20 Aprii CONFERENCE ON THE DILEMMA OF ECOSYSTEM
- 1 May 1998. For more information contact the Division for Sus-MANAGEMENT: This meeting will take place from 19 - 25 May
tainable Development; United Nations Plaza, Room DC2-22701998 in Florence, Italy. For more information Borsi Zeide, Univer-
New York, NY 10017 USA,; telephone: +1 (212) 963 3170; fax: + 1 sity of Arkansas; tel: +1 (870) 460-1648; e-maitide @uamont.edu

(212) 963 4260; Internethttp://www.un.org/esa/sustdee-mail: NORTH/SOUTH CONEERENCE FOR SUSTAINABLE
dpcsd@un.org DEVELOPMENT: This meeting, “Solidarity for the Future,” will
TRADE, GLOBAL POLICY AND THE ENVIRONMENT: be held from 25 - 29 May in 1998 in Bern, Switzerland. The confer-

This meeting will be held from 21 - 22 April 1998 in Washington, ence is designed to address aspects of political, economic and socia
DC. It will focus on a number of issues relevant to the ongoing dechange that will shape North/South relations in the 21th century and
bate on the effects of trade liberalization on the environment. Fogive broad public exposure to the concerns of the South. For more
more information contact: Per Fredriksson; tel: +1 202 4737341information contact: the Swiss Coalition of Development Organiza-
fax: +1 202 4770968; e-maipfredriksson@worldbank.ordnter-  tions; tel: + (41 (0) 79 412 89 72; fax: +41 (0) 31 381 1718;
net: http://www.worldbank.org e-mail: conference@swisscoalition.ch

INDUSTRIAL ECOLOGY IIl:  The Third Annual Sustainabil- Internet:http://www.swisscoalition.ch
ity Workshop and Round Table Retreat (IE IIl) will be held in San ECWATECH 98 -WATER: ECOLOGY AND TECHNOLO-
Francisco, US from 24 - 26 April 1998. The Future 500 is a networkGY: This meeting will be held in Moscow, Russia from 25 - 30 May
of some of the world's most forward thinking business change ageni998. Maximum emphasis will be focused on practical, specific,
from the corporate, technology, environmental and social spheretechnical, technological and managerial problems that trouble man-
[E 11l will draw together a highly dynamic group of people to learn, agers, experts and administrators. For information contact the Sec-
discuss and put into practice cutting edge business and policy toolstariat; tel: (+7-095) 207 63 60; fax: (+7-095) 207 64 75; e-mail:
that emulate nature's efficient and creative systems. For more infoecwatech@sibico.msk.yu
mation contact: Future 500 http://www.globalff.org/ie3-info.htm  Internet:http://www.relcom.ru/ecwatech/

SECOND SUMMIT OF THE AMERICAS: The Second Sum- WORLD CONFERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL COOP-
mit of the Americas will be held from 18 - 19 April in Santiago, ERATION OF CITIES AND CITIZENS FOR CULTIVATING
Chile. For more information contact: Organization of AmericanECO-SOCIETY: This meeting, “Eco-Partnership Tokyo,” will be
States, Foreign Trade Information System - SICE, 1889 F Streeheld from 26 - 29 May 1998 and organized jointly by the UN and the
NW Washington, DC 20006, USA; tel.: +1 (202)458-3725; fax: +1 Tokyo Metropolitan Government. For information contact: Juxia
(202) 458-3907; e-maiforum_m@sice.0as.org Yan, DGPAF/DESA; tel: +1 (212) 963-6052; fax: +1 (212)
Internet:http://www.sice.oas.org/ 963-2916 or Shin Yamamoto or Masanori Sugitani, Tokyo Metro-

1998 CONFERENCE ON CORPORATE ENVIRONMEN- politan Government, 8-1 Nishi-Shinjuku 2-chome Shinjuku-ku, To-
TAL, HEALTH, AND SAFETY EXCELLENCE: This confer- kyo 163-01, Japan; tel.: +81-3-5388-3090, 3097 or 3155; fax:
ence, co-sponsored by the Conference Board and the Arthur 381-3-5388-1329; e-maitcc-info@Tokyo-teleport.co.jp
Little consulting firm, will be held 28-29 April 1998 at the Hilton in  Internet:http://www.tokyo-teleport.co.jp/world-ccc/
New York. Global leaders in business and the environment will con- MIRAMICHI INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL
vene to tackle the tough issues confronting organizations as th€yONFERENCE: This meeting will be held from 27 - 29 May 1998
move to weave environmental “best practices” into core businesis Miramichi, New Brunswick. For more information contact Mr. R.
strategies. For information contact the Conference Board; tel: +RAugustine, 1773 Water Street, Miramichi, NB, Canada E1N 1B2;

(212) 339-0232; e-maitourter@conference-board.org tel.: + 1 (506) 627-4633; fax: +1 (506) 622-7492;
CONFERENCE ON WATERSHED MANAGEMENT: e-mail: Raugustine@igs.net
MOVING FROM THEORY TO IMPLEMENTATION:  This ETHICS AND THE CULTURE OF DEVELOPMENT:

meeting will be held from 3 - 6 May 1998 in Denver, Colorado, US.BUILDING A SUSTAINABLE ECONOMY: This international

For more information contact: Water Environment Federation; tel.conference will be held in Havana, Cuba from 31 May - 5 June, 1998

+1 (703) 684-2400 and is presented by UNESCO's Regional Office for Latin America
INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON COMMUNI- and the Caribbean, the American Friends Service Committee, and

TY-BASED NATURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT: This the Centro Felix Varela. The task of the conference is to develop

meeting will be held from 10 - 14 May 1998 in Washington, DC. Forcomprehensive guidelines for building a sustainable economy. For

more information contact Christopher D. Gerrard, World Bank; faxmore information contact: the Cuba Conference Staff, American

+1(202) 676-0977; e-maitgerrardl @worldbank.org Friends Service Committee, Latin America and Caribbean Desk,

Internet:http://iwww.worldbank.org/html/edi/conatrem/index.htm 1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102; tel.: +215.241.7296;
CHINA-U.S. INTERACTIVE STUDY PROGRAM: “ENVI- fax: 215.241.7026; e-maildlac@afsc.org

RONMENTAL CHALLENGES & BUSINESS OPPORTUNI- Internet:http://www.afsc.org/cubahome.htm

TIES: This programme consists of Study Program lItinerary One, to
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INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WORLD WATER 1998. This year the workshops will address the interplay between
RESOURCES AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 21ST CENTU- town and countryside, water issues and energy. For more informa-
RY: This conference, “Water: A Looming Crisis?” will be held at tion contact the secretariat; Magda lvarsson; Uppsala Municipality,
UNESCO in Paris from 3 - 6 June 1998. The conference will be conP.O. Box 216751 04 Uppsala, Sweden; tel: +46 18 271203; fax: +46
vened by UNESCO, the International Association of Hydrologicall8 123058; e-mailoffice @balticmeetingpoint.com
Sciences (IAHS) and the World Water Council (WWC). For morelnternet:http://www.balticmeetingpoint.com
information contact: UNESCO, Division of Water Sciences, 1 Rue FIRST INTERNATIONAL FACTOR 4+ CONGRESS AND
Miollis, 75732 Paris Cédex 15, France; fax: +331456858 11; TRADE FAIR CONGRESS ON SUSTAINABLE PRODUC-
Internet:http://www.pangea.org/orgs/unesco/Flash.htmi TION TECHNOLOGIES: This meeting will be held in Klagen-

SIXTH FORUM ON NATURE CONSERVATION AND furt, Austria from 17 - 21 June 1998. This congress is organized by
PASTORALISM: This meeting will be held in Luhacovice, in the the Carinthian Trade Fair, Austria and the Wuppertal Institute for
south-east of the Czech Republic, from 6 - 10 June 1998. The pr&limate, Environment and Energy, Germany. For more information
posed theme for the conference is “Managing high nature conservaentact: Klagenfurter Messe Betriebsgesellschaft mbh; Messeplatz
tion value farmland: policies, processes and practices.” Fot9021 Klagenfurt, Austria; tel: +43 463 56800 61; fax: +43 463
information contact Dr. Davy McCracken, Environmental Science$6800 39; e-mailkinmessen@mail.carinthia.cg.at
Department, Scottish Agricultural College, Auchincruive, Ayr KA6 Internet:http://www.ktn-messen.co.at/messe
SHW, UK; fax: +44 (0)1292 525 333; INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON ENVIRONMEN-
e-mail:D.McCracken@au.sac.ac.uk TAL MANAGEMENT IN THE MEDITERRANEAN:  The Kri-

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON REMOTE SENSING ton Curi International Symposium on Environmental Management
OF ENVIRONMENT: This symposium will be held from 8 - 12 in the Mediterranean will be held from 18 - 20 June 1998 in Antalya,
June 1998 in Tromsg, Norway. The theme is “Information for SusTurkey. For more information contact: Prof. Gunay Kocasoy,
tainability,” focusing on the use of Earth observation satellites in unBogazici University; tel.: +90-212-263-150, ext. 1276; fax:
derstanding and managing the environment. For information contaet90-212-265-1800; e-maiEnvsymp@boun.edu.tr
the Norwegian Space Centre, PO Box 113 Skoyen, N-0212 Oslo, ECOPROCURA '98: This meeting, “Saving money and the en-
Norway; fax: +47 22 51 18 01; e-maikrse@spacecentre;iater-  vironment” will be held in Hannover, Germany from 24 -25 June

net:http://www.spacecentre.no 1998. The meeting will: bring together purchasers from municipal
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON ADVANCED TECH- authorities or businesses with product developers, manufacturers
NOLOGY IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND NATURAL RE- and suppliers; present the various environmental labels and certifi-

SOURCES: This meeting will be held from 8 - 12 June 1998 in cations; and link cost-effectiveness with ecological concerns and
Rovaniemi, Finland. For more information contact “Resource Techdemonstrate that ecological procurement pays off. For more infor-
nology 98;" P.O.Box 16, FIN-96301, Rovaniemi, Finland; fax: mation: ICLEI International Training Centre, Eschholzstrafle 86;

+358-16-3364640; e-maitt98sec@roi.metla finternet: D-79115 Freiburg, Germany; tel: +49 761 3689220; fax: +49 761

http://www.metla.fi/fevent/rt98/ 36266; e-mail:ICLEI_Training_Centre@compuserve.cpiimter-
FIRST INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ADDRESS- net: http://www.iclei.org/europe/ecoprocura98.html

ING ENVIRONMENTAL CONSEQUENCES OF WAR - LE- THE INFORMATION SOCIETY AND SUSTAINABLE

GAL, ECONOMIC AND SCIENTIFIC PERSPECTIVES: This DEVELOPMENT: “The Information Society and Sustainable De-
meeting will be held from 10 - 12 June in Washington, DC. For in-velopment” will be held in Stuttgart, Germany on 2 July 1998 by
formation contact: Carl Bruch, Environmental Law Institute, 1616 PWorking Group 3 of Germany’s National Information Infrastruc-
St., NW, Suite 200, Washington, DC 20036; tel.: +1 (202)ture. Speakers have been invited from German ministries, the EU
939-3240; fax: +1 (202) 939-3868; e-makuch@eli.orgInternet:  and UNEP. For more information contact the Info2000 Project Of-
http://www.eli.org/ecw/home.htm fice; e-mail:info@forum2000.de

IIASA/SSRC MEETING: An Open Meeting of the Human Di- SIXTH INTERNATIONAL COMMUNAL STUDIES CON-
mensions of Global Environmental Change Research CommittdeERENCE: The meeting “Utopian Communities and Sustainabili-
will be held in Laxenburg, Austria from 12 - 14 June 1998. For morety” will be held in Amsterdam, the Netherlands from 7 - 9 July 1998.
information contact [IASA; A-2361 Laxenburg, Austria, This conference intends to trace new international thoughts on com-
tel:+43-2236-807-0; fax: +43-2236-71313; e-maif@iiasa.ac.at  munity in theory and practice. For more information: University of
Internet:http://www.iiasa.ac.at/ Amsterdam Conference office; Spui 21, 1012 WX Amsterdam, the

TWELFTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON COM- Netherlands; tel: +31 20 5254791; fax: +31 20 5254799; e-mail:
PUTATIONAL METHODS IN WATER RESOURCES: This  congres@bdu.uval .
meeting will be held in Crete, Greece from 15 - 19 June 1998 at thg'lternet:http://WWW.lea.nl/uva/aktueel/conqrES/Icsa.html
Institute of Chemical Engineering and High Temperature Chemical FOURTH INTERNATIONAL INTERDISCIPLINARY
Processes and the Foundation for Research and Technology, HelRONFERENCE ON THE ENVIRONMENT: This meeting will
(ICE/HT-FORTH). For information contact: Dr. Vasilis N. Burga- be held in Washington DC, USA from 7 - 10 July 1998. The confer-
nos, ICE/HT-FORTH, Stadiou St., Platani, GR26500, Patrasgnce is motivated by the increasing need to combine ideas and re-
Greece or Dr. George P. Karatzas, RCGRD, 215 Votey Bldg., Desearch findings from different disciplines to enhance our
partment of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of understanding of the interactions between the natural environment
Vermont; Internethttp://www.wessex.ac.uk/conferences/cmwr98/ and human institutions. For information contact: Kevin Hickey; tel:

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT: The +1(508)767-7557/7296; fax: +1 (508) 767-7382; (508) 767-7382;
meeting, “A Forum for Sustainable Community Development in thee-mail: khickey @eve.assumption.edaternet:

Baltic Region” will be held in Uppsala, Sweden from 15 - 17 Junehttp://www.assumption.edu/html/academic/conf/iicecall.html
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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON ECOLOGY: The Con- held in Aalborg, Denmark from 23-25 September 1998. The themes
gress will be held in Florence, Italy from 19 - 25 July 1998. For moreto be discussed are: environmental management; environmentally
information contact Almo Farina, INTECOL, Secretariat VIl Inter- sound product development; self-regulation versus public regula-
national Congress of Ecology, c/o Lunigiana della Brunella, 54011ion; cleaner technology and prevention; and stakeholder manage-
Aulla, ltaly; tel.: +39-187-400252, fax: +39-187-420727; e-mail: ment. For further information contact: the Secretariat, tel: +45 9935

afarina@tamnet;itnternet:http://www.tamnet.it/intecol.98 5555, fax: +45 9935 5580, e-maduro@ akkc.dk
SUN 21 - FIRST INTERNATIONAL WEEK FOR A SUS- Internet:http://www.akkc.dk/uk/euro/envire/index.htm

TAINABLE ENERGY FUTURE: This conference will be held in 71ST ANNUAL WATER ENVIRONMENT FEDERATION

Basel, Switzerland from 27 July - 1 August 1998. The meeting wilCONFERENCE & EXPOSITION: This meeting will be held
attempt to: demonstrate how renewable energies and energy-effrom 3 - 7 October 1998 and the Orange County Convention Center
cient technologies create new significant employment worldwiden Orlando, Florida US. The meeting is North America's largest wa-
for both today and tomorrow; For more information contact:ter quality and pollution control conference and exposition is ex-
SUN21; P.O. Box 332; CH-4010 Basel, Switzerland; tel: +41 61 27Jpected to attract more than 14,000 of the world's leading water

0389; fax: +41 61 271 1083; e-maiifo21@sun21.ch quality experts and over 700 exhibiting companies. For more infor-
Internet:http://www.sun21.ch mation contact: the Water Environment Federation, 601 Wythe

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON ENVIRONMEN- Street, Alexandria, VA 22314-1994 US; tel.: +1 (703) 684-2400;
TAL GEOTECHNOLOGY AND GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE fax: 1 (703) 684-2492;

DEVELOPMENT: This meeting will be held from 9 - 12 August €-mail:webfeedback@wef.ordnternet:http://www.wef.org
in Boston, MA, US. For information contact: Dr. Vincent Ogunro; VILLAGE POWER ‘98: This international conference for re-
tel.: +1 (508) 934-3185; fax: 1 (508) 934-4014; newable energy for sustainable development will be held at the
e-mail: ogunrov@woods.uml.edu World Bank in Washington DC, US from 6-8 October 1998. For
IEP ‘98: Issues in Environmental Pollution (IEP’98) will take Mmore information contact: Heather Bulmer; tel: +1 (303) 275-4317;
place from 23 - 26 August 1998 in Denver, Colorado, US. The syme-mail:bulmerh@tcplink.nrel.ggvnternet:
posium will focus on the state and use of science and predictivBttp://www.rsvp.nrel.gov/rsvp/tour/VPConference/VP98.htm
models. The main scientific issues in environmental pollution--per- PARTNERS FOR DEVELOPMENT: “Partners for Develop-
sistent organic chemicals; metals and radioactivity; ozone and acidiment” will be hosted by the city of Lyon and organized by
deposition; particulates and global climate change--will be linkedJNCTAD from 9 - 12 November 1998. The summit will bring to-
with the use of science and predictive models. For more informatiogether representatives from governments, NGOs, the private sector.

contact Lyn Quirke; tel.: +44-0-1235-868380; fax: academia, the media, and international organizations to launch joint
+44-0-1235-868420; e-maiinquirke@compuserve.carnternet:  projects where market forces serve the cause of development. For in-
http://www.elsevier.nl/locate/iep98 formation contact: Partners for Development, UNCTAD, Palais des

34th INTERNATIONAL PLANNING CONGRESS ON Nations, 1211 Geneva 10 - Switzerland, tel: + 41 22 907 55 55; fax:
LAND AND WATER: The 1998 World Planning Congress in + 41 22 907 00 22; e-maiklessandra.vellucci@unctad.oipter-
Azores, Portuga| will be held from 26 September -2 October 199met http://www.unicc.org/unctad/en/special/tb44his5.htm
The theme of the Congress is the exploration of the inescapable cor- SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE
relation between the (spatial) planning for human settlements anGREENING OF INDUSTRY NETWORK: This conference,
the natural environment on the one hand and the planning and matBuilding Alliances for a Sustainable Future,” will be held in Rome,
agement of the earth's water resources on the other. For informatidtaly from 15-18 November 1998. The focus of this conference will
contact: the 1ISoCaRP Secretariat; tel.: +(31-70) 346 2654; fax: be the engagement of partners in the transition of society towards

(31-70) 361 7909; e-mailsocarp@bart.nl sustainability. The conferences of the Greening of Industry Network
Internet:http://www.soc.titech.ac.jp/isocarp are a platform for people from diverse backgrounds to exchange
ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING AND MANAGE- ideas, experiences and to develop relationships, visions and practic-

MENT '98: The conference “Environmental Engineering and Man-€s for sustainability. For information contact: Ellis Brand, Universi-
agement '98" will be held in Barcelona, Spain from 30 Septemberty of Twente; tel: +31 53 489 3203; fax: +31 53 489 4850; e-mail:
2 October 1998. For information from Liz Kerr, ENVMAN 98; tel.: M.L.Brand@CSTM.utwente.nl

+44 (0) 1703 293223; fax: + 44 (0) 1703 292853; FIFTH INTERNATIONAL MEETING OF THE INTERNA-
e-mail:liz@wessex.ac.uk TIONAL SOCIETY FOR ECOLOGICAL ECONOMICS: This
EIFTH INTERNATIONAL BOTANIC GARDENS CON- meeting, “Beyond Growth: Institutions and Policies for Sustainabil-

SERVATION CONGRESS: This Congress, scheduled from 14 - ity,” will be held from 15 - 19 November 1998 in Santiago, Chile.
18 September 1998 in Kirstenbosch, Cape Town, South Africa, wilFor more information contact Osvaldo Sunkel; Organizing Commit-
have the theme” Plants, People and Planet Earth - the role of botarfee, International Society for Ecological Economics (ISEE), Univer-
gardens in sustainable living.” For further information contact Profsidad de Chile, Diagonal Paraguay 265, Torre 15, of. 1303,
Brian J. Huntley, National Botanical Institute, Private Bag X7, Cla-Santiago, Chile; tel.: +56 2 678 2308 - 56 2 678 2272; fax: +56 2678
remont 7735, South Africa; tel: +27 21 762 1166; fax: +27 21 7612581; e-mailISEEconf@abello.dic.uchile dnternet:
4687; e-mailbgci98@nbict.nbi.ac.zar Botanic Gardens Conser- http://www.uchile.cl/facultades/ISEE3.html
vation International, Descanso House, 199 Kew Road, Richmond, FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ENVI-
Surrey, TW 3BW, UK; tel.: +44 181 3325953/4/5; fax: +44 181 RONMENTAL COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT: This
3325956; e-mailbgci@rbgkew.org.uk meeting will be held from 16 - 20 November in Monterey, CA, USA.
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON INDUSTRY AND For more information contact: Cheryl Wasserman, US-EPA; fax: +1
ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE: This conference willbe (202) 260-0129.
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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE - land. For more information contact ESCAP, Rajdamnern Ave.,
GLOBAL MEETING OF GENERATIONS: This meeting will  Bangkok 10200, Thailand; e-mailnisbkk.unescap@un.grinter-
be held from 13 - 15 January 1999 in Washington, DC, US. For moreet: http://www.unescap.org/

information contact: International Development Conference; tel: +1 ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE: The UN Eco-

(202) 884-8580, fax: 1 (202) 884-8499; e-mailc@idc.org nomic Commission for Europe (ECE) will hold its fifty-third session
US NATIONAL SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOP- will be held in Geneva from 20 - 23 April 1998. For more informa-

MENT: The US National Summit on Sustainable Development willtion contact the ECE Information Office, Palais des Nations, 1211

be held in Detroit, Ml from 2 - 5 May 1999. The Summit intends to Geneva, Switzerland; tel: +41 22 917 2893; fax:+41 22 917 0036;

introduce a national dialogue about sustainable development to tieemail:info.ece@unece.org; Internkttp://www.unicc.org/unece/

US public, showcase and celebrate sustainable development effortSENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY IN WORLD

already underway across the country, and spark a greater movememADE: The British Council will hold this conference from 6 - 9

toward a sustainable development path for American business, gogeptember 1998 in London. The conference will provide senior fig-

ernment, environmental, and social service community. For morgres in government and business with an update on prospects for en.

information contact Patricia Sinicropi, PCSD; +1 (202) 408-5445. vironmentally responsible international trade. For information
contact the British Council; tel: +44 (0) 1865 316636; fax: +44 (0)

ITRADE AND ENVIRONMENT 1865 557368; e-mailinternational.seminars@ britcoun.orimter-
net: http://www.britcoun.org/seminars/
ASIA PACIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION: The ICTSD MEETING ON REGIONAL AGREEMENTS,

Third APEC Energy Ministers' Meeting will be held from 9 - 10 Oc- TRADE AND SUSTAINABLITY: ICTSD is convening this inter-
tober 1998 in Okinawa, Japan. The Tenth APEC Ministerial Meetnational conference in Geneva on 28-29 September 1998, the firstin
ing will be held from 14 - 15 November and the Sixth APEC an annual series of conferences in Geneva focusing on regional in-
Economic Leaders' Meeting will meet from 16 - 18 November integration approaches to addressing the issues of trade liberalizatior
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The Eleventh APEC Ministerial Meeting and sustainable development. It will be an opportunity for poli-
will be held from 10 - 11 September and the Seventh APEC Ecoey-makers and civil society representatives to exchange information
nomic Leaders' Meeting will be held on 13 September in Auckland@and compare experiences on the sustainability objectives and perfor-
New Zealand. For information contact the Asia-Pacific Economionance of regional integration schemes; the management of sustain-
Cooperation Secretariat, 438 Alexandra Road, #14-00, Alexandrble development determinants at the regional level, and their
Point, Singapore 119958; tel: +(65) 276-1880; fax: +(65) 276-1775telation to multilateral concerns and the global environment. For in-

e-mail:info@mail.apecsec.org.sg formation contact Miguel Jiminez-Pont at tel: +(41-22) 979 94 78;
Internet:http://www.apecsec.org.sg/ fax: + (41 22) 979 9093; emaittsd @iprolink.ch

NORTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREEMENT-COM-
MISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL COOPERATION: The /CLIMATE AND ATMOSPHERE
Joint Public Advisory Committee (JPAC) of the Commission for
Environmental Cooperation (CEC) will meet on 7 May 1998 in El ys CLIMATE CHANGE REGIONAL WORKSHOPS: The
Paso, Texas, US. For more information contact: Maria Garcia, telypper Great Lakes workshop will be held at the University of Mich-
+1(514) 350-4366; fax: +1 (514) 350-4314; igan in Ann Arbor, Ml from 5 - 7 May 1998. The Appalachian work-
e-mail:mgarcia@ccemtl.org shop will be held at West Virginia University in Morgantown, WV

OECD: The OECD Council at Ministerial Level will be held from 26 - 29 May 1998. For information contact: Melissa Taylor;
from 27 - 28 April 1998. For information contact: OECD, 2 rue An- National Assessment Coordination Office of the US Global Change
dré Pascal, 75775 Paris Cedex 16, France; tel: + 33 (0)1 45 24 81 1Research Program; tel: +1 (202) 314-2239; fax: +1 (202) 488-8681,
fax: +33 (0)1 45 24 80 07; e-maiftews.contact@oecd.org e-mail: mtaylor@usgcrp.ggv

WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION: The Committee on Internet:http://www.epa.gov/globalwarming/news/calendar.htmi
Trade and Development will meet on 23 April 1998, followed by a ENVIRONMENTAL SUMMIT '98: The Environmental Re-
meeting of the Sub-Committee on Least-Developed Countries. Theource Center's “Environmental Summit '98" will be held from
Ministerial Conference and 50th Anniversary meeting11-15 May 1998 in Research Triangle Park, North Carolina, USA.
(WTO/AIR/794) will be held from 18-20 May 1998 in Geneva. For Leaders from industry, government and academia will come togeth-
more information contact the WTO; Internéttp://www.wto.org er to jointly develop strategies for proactive compliance and future

ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR LATIN AMERICA AND initiatives that the 21st century will require. The aim of Environmen-
CARIBBEAN (ECLAC): ECLAC will hold its twenty-seventh tal Summit ‘98 is to assess the effectiveness of past techniques anc

session in Aruba from 11 - 16 May 1998. The chief topic of debateveigh that against the return on investment of time and resources.
at the session will be fiscal management in the countries of Latifror more information contact the Environmental Resource Center;

America and the Caribbean. For more information try tel: +1(888) 4ES-1998; fax +1 (919) 469-4137; post: Environmental

http://www.eclac.cl/index1.html Summit'98, 101 Center Pointe Drive, Cary, N.C. 27513-5706; Inter-
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION EOR ASIA net: http://www.ercweb.com/SUMMIT98/

AND THE PACIFIC (ESCAP): ESCAP will hold its fifty-fourth UNCTAD-EARTH COUNCIL EMISSIONS TRADING

session in Bangkok, Thailand in from 16-22 April 1998. The Com-POLICY FORUM: The UNCTAD -Earth Council Emissions
mittee on Environment and Natural Resources Development, firstrading Policy Forum will be held from 13-15 May 1998 in London,
session, organized by Environment and Natural Resources ManadgeéK. For more information contact: Frank Joshua, UNCTAD;
ment Division will meet from 21-23 October 1998 Bangkok, Thai- €-mail: frank.joshua@unctad.org

Volume 3 - Number 2, 15 April 1998 43 of 55


mailto:unisbkk.unescap@un.org
http://www.unescap.org/
mailto:idc@idc.org
http://www.unicc.org/unece/
mailto:international.seminars@britcoun.org
http://www.britcoun.org/seminars/
mailto:info@mail.apecsec.org.sg
http://www.apecsec.org.sg/
mailto:ictsd@iprolink.ch
mailto:mgarcia@ccemtl.org
mailto:news.contact@oecd.org
mailto:mtaylor@usgcrp.gov
http://www.epa.gov/globalwarming/news/calendar.html
http://www.wto.org
http://www.eclac.cl/index1.html
http://www.ercweb.com/SUMMIT98/
mailto:frank.joshua@unctad.org

/linkages/journal/UPCOMING
BIODIVERSITY

OCEAN CIRCULATION AND CLIMATE :The 1998 WOCE SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MODEL-
Conference will be held from 24-29 May 1998 in Halifax, Nova ING, MONITORING AND MANAGEMENT OF AIR POLLU-
Scotia, Canada. For more information contact John Gould, WOCEION (Air Pollution '98): This meeting will be held from 28 - 30
IPO, Southampton Oceanography Centre, Room 256/18, EmpreSgptember 1998 in Genova, Italy. The meeting will be organized by
Dock, Southampton, SO14 3ZH UK, tel +(44 1703) 596-789, faxthe Wessex Institute of Technology (UK) and the Universita di Gen-
+(44 1703) 596-204. ova, ltaly. For information contact: Sally Radford, Conference Sec-
LATIN AMERICAN AND CARIBBEAN AND SEMIAR ON retariat, Air Pollution 98, WIT; tel: +44 (0) 1703 293223; fax: +44
GREENHOUSE GASES: This seminar, organized by the UNEP (0)1703 292853; e-maikradford@wessex.ac.uk
Collaborating Centre on Energy and Environment (UNCCEE) and INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON TROPICAL FOR-
the Latin American Energy Organization (OLADE), will be held ESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE: This meeting will be held from
from 21 - 22 May 1998 in Quito, Ecuador. The seminar will presentl9-22 October 1998, Manila, the Philippines. For more information
methodologies and results of the UNEP/GEF Project “Economics afontact the Conference Secretariat, Environmental Forestry Pro-
Greenhouse Limitations.” The second objective is to present angram, UPLB College of Forestry, 4031 College, Laguna, the Philip-
discuss important issues on climate change, especially for the Latpines; tel.: + 63-49-536-2342; fax: +63-49-536-2341; e-mail:
American energy sector: UNFCCC, the Kyoto Protocol, certifiedRdI@mudspring.uplb.edu.ph
emission reductions, the Clean Development Mechanism, tradable 1998 EARTH TECHNOLOGIES FORUM (formerly Climate
permits, the Carbon Initiative, GEF, national communications an¢change Conferences and Ozone Protection Technologies Confer-
enabling activities. For more information contact: Juan Zakence): This meeting will be held from 26-28 October 1998 in Wash-

OLADE; e-mail:juanzak@ecnet.etnteret: English page - ington, DC. The Forum will address climate change and ozone
http://www.olade.org.ec/ingles/igases.html protection technologies and policies. It is co-sponsored by the Inter-
Spanish pagehttp://www.olade.org.ec/gases.html. national Climate Change Partnership (ICCP), the US Environmental

FCCC MEETINGS: The FCCC subsidiary bodies will meet Protection Agency and the Alliance for Responsible Atmospheric
from 2 - 12 June 1998 in Bonn, Germany. The subsequent subsidiaBolicy. For conference registration, program and exhibit informa-
bodies meetings will coincide with the Fourth Conference of theion contact: Heather Tardel; tel: +1 (703) 807-4052; fax: +1 (703)
Parties in Buenos Aires, Argentina, scheduled from 2 - 13 Novem243-2874http://www.earthforum.com
ber 1998. For more information contact the UNFCCC Secretariatin MJONTREAL PROTOCOL: The Environmental Effects As-
Bonn, Germany; tel: +49-228-815-1000; fax: +49-228-815-19995essment Panel will meet from 9 - 17 August 1998 in Hawaii, USA.
e-mail: secretariat@unfccc.dinternet:http://www.unfccc.dé The Scientific Assessment Panel Meeting will be held from 1 - 5

GLOBAL WARMING INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE June 1998 in Les Diablerets, Switzerland. TAé Hoc Working
AND EXPO: This meeting will be held from 8 - 11 June 1998 in Group of Legal and Technical Experts on Non-Compliance will be
Hong Kong, China. For more information contact: the GW9 Interna-held from 1 - 3 July 1998 at the International Conference Centre,
tional Program Committee, c/o GWIC (Global Warming Interna-Geneva, Switzerland. The Implementation Committee under the
tional Center, USA); P.O. Box 5275, Woodridge, IL, 60517-0275Non-Compliance Procedure for the Montreal Protocol will meet on
US; fax: 1 (630) 910-1561; e-maiw9@globalwarming.net 6 July 1998 at the International Conference Centre in Geneva.

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON The Bureau of the 9th Meeting of the Montreal Protocol will be
GREENHOUSE GAS CONTROL TECHNOLOGIES (GH- held on 6 July 1998 and the 17th Meeting of the Open-Ended Work-
GT-4): This conference will be held from 30 August - 2 Septembering Group of the Parties to the Montreal Protocol will be held from
1998 in Interlaken, Switzerland. For information contact: Dr. Baldur7 - 10 July 1998 in Geneva. The Ad Hoc Working Group of the Le-
Eliasson, Head, Energy and Global Change, ABB Corporate Reagal and Technical Experts on Non-Compliance will meet from 11 -
search Ltd., Baden-Dattwil, Switzerland.; tel: + 41-56-486 80 3113 November 1998 in Cairo, Egypt. The Tenth Meeting of the Par-
fax: + 41-56-493 45 69 e-maibaldur.eliasson@chcrc.abb.ch ties to the Montreal Protocol will be held from 17 - 27 November

SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON CLI- 1998 in Cairo, Egypt. For more information contact the Secretariat
MATE AND HISTORY: The Second International Conference onfor the Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol in Nairobi,
Climate and History: “Past and present variability - a context for thé<enya; tel: +(254-2) 62-1234/62-3851; fax: +(254-2) 52-1930
future,” will be held from 7 -11 September 1998 in Norwich, UK. /62-3913; Internethttp://www.unep.ch/ozone
For more information contact: Susan Boland, Climatic Research
Unit, Univ. of East Anglia, Norwich, NR4 7TJ, UK; tel: /BIODIVERSITY
+44-1603-456-161; fax: +44-1603-507-784; e-mail:
s.boland@uea.ac.ukternet:http://www.cru.uea.ac.uk/cru/conf WORKSHOP ON BIODIVERSITY AND IMPACT AS-

CONGRESS OF THE WORLD ENERGY COUNCIL: This  SESSMENT: This workshop, coordinated by the IUCN, will be
meeting will be held from 13 - 17 September 1998 in Houston, Texheld 22-23 March 1998 at the eighteenth annual meeting of the In-
as, US. For more information contact: The Houston Congress; telternational Association for Impact Assessment in Christchurch,

+1 (202) 331-0415; fax: +1 (202) 331-0418; New Zealand. For more information, contact: Andrea Bagri, [UCN,
Internet:http://www.wec98congress.org/ Economic Services Unit, Rue Mauverney 28, Gland 1196 Switzer-
ELEVENTH WORLD CLEAN AIR & ENVIRONMENT land; tel: +41-22-999-0001; fax: +41-22-999-0002;

CONGRESS (& EXPO): The Congress is schedule from 13 - 18 Internet:http://iucn.org/themes/economics

September 1998 in Durban, South Africa. For information contact: WORKSHOP ON BIODIVERSITY AND IMPACT AS-

Conference Secretariat, PO Box 36782, Menlo Park 0102, South ASESSMENT: IUCN is coordinating a workshop on Biodiversity

rica; fax: +27 12 460 170; e-mailvissing@iafrica.com and Impact Assessment at the 18th annual IAIA meeting in
Christchurch, New Zealand from 22 - 23 April 1998. The workshop
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will examine how impact assessment can be used as a tool for biodiuscia, Via S.C. de Lellis, 01100, Viterbo, Italy;
versity and how biodiversity issues are addressed through impact as-mail: eucarpia@unitus;ifax: +39-761-357256;
sessment. For more information contact: Andrea Bagri, IUCN-Thénternet:http://www.unitus.it/confsem/eucarpia/eu.html

World Conservation Union; e-maiksu@indaba.iucn.oydnternet: CONFERENCE ON GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGAN-
http://iucn.org/themes/economics ISMS IN NORDIC HABITATS-SUSTAINABLE USE OR
WEST ASIAN/NORTH AFRICAN REGIONAL MEETING LOSS OF DIVERSITY?: This conference will be held 1-2 October

ON PLANT GENETIC RESOURCES: This meeting will be held 1998 in Helsinki, Finland. For more information, contact: Marja
in Spring 1998 in Aleppo, Syria and is organized by FAO/IP-Ruohonen-Lehto; tel: +358-9-4030-0541;

GRI/ICARDA. This meeting will discuss the implementation of the e-mail: marja.ruohonen-lento@vyh;fior Hans Erik Svart; tel:
Global Plan of Action in the West Asian and North African Region.+45-39-47-20-00; e-maihes@sns.dk

For more information contact; IPGRI-WANA/CA,; Regional Office, SECOND ANNUAL EUROPEAN BIOTECHNOLOGY

c/o ICARDA, P.O. Box 5466; Aleppo, Syria; BUSINESS CONFERENCE: This conference will be held 27-30
e-mail:g.ayad@cgnet.com October 1998 in Brussels, Belgium. For more information, contact:
TENTH SESSION OF THE GLOBAL BIODIVERSITY FO- EuropaBio, Avenue de I'Armee 6, B-1040 Brussels, Belgium; tel:

RUM: IUCN is co-hosting the 10th session of the Global Biodiver-+32-2-735-0313; fax: +32-2-735-4960; e-mailail@europabio.lje

sity Forum in Bratislava, Slovakia from 1 - 3 May 1998, Internet:http://www.europa-bio.he

immediately prior to the 4th meeting of the Conference of the Parties MEETINGS UNDER THE CONVENTION ON BIODIVER-

to the CBD. For more information contact: Caroline Martinet, S|TY: A Liaison Group of Experts on Agro-Biodiversity meeting is

IUCN-The World Conservation Union, Biodiversity Policy Coordi- tentatively scheduled for October/November 1998. A meeting on

nation Division, Rue Mauverney 28, Gland 1196 Switzerlandithe Conservation and Sustainable Use of Inland Waters is tentatively

e-mail:ccm@hg.iucn.orginternet:http://www.wri.org scheduled for November. For more information contact the CBD
INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION ON BIOLOGICAL DI- Secretariat, World Trade Centre, 393 St. Jacques Street, Montreal,

VERSITY: The eventwill be held in conjunction with COP-4 to the Quebec, Canada H2Y 1N9; tel: +1-514-288-2220; fax:

Convention on Biological Diversity from 4 - 15 May 1998, Bratisla- +1-514-288-6588; e-maithm@biodiv.org

va, Slovakia. For information contact Ing. Stefan Petkanic, INCHE{nternet:http://www.biodiv.org

BA,Viedenska cesta 7, 852 51 Bratislava, Slovakia; tel.: +(4217) STRATEGIES AND TECHNOLOGIES FOR CONSERVA-
802-210/802-051; fax: +(4217) 847-982; 581-5811665. TION OF SUSTAINABLE USE OF BIODIVERSITY IN
WORLD MINISTERIAL ROUNDTABLE ON BIOLOGI- WEST ASIA AND NORTH AFRICA LANDSCAPES: This
CAL DIVERSITY: This roundtable will be held from 4 - 5 May meeting will be held from 7 - 12 November 1998 in Marsa Matrouh,
1998, Bratislava, Slovakia. For information contact: H.E. Mr. JozefEgypt. This international workshop is organized to focus on strate-
Zlocha, Minister of Environment, Ministry of Environment, Names- gies and technologies for conserving and for sustainable use of bio-
tie L. Stura 1, Bratislava, 812 35, Slovakia; tel. +421-7-516logical diversity in plant communities in the Middle East. For
2455/2460; fax +421-7-516 2557 or Zuzana; Guziova, National Sednformation contact: IPGRI-WANA/CA; Regional Office, c/o
retariat for the CBD, Ministry of Environment, Hanulova 5/d, 841 ICARDA, P.O. Box 5466; Aleppo, Syria;
02 Bratislava, Slovakia. tel: +421-7-786 581/568; e-mail:e-mail:g.ayad@cgnet.com

zuzana_g@ba.gef.sanec.sk SECOND ASIA-PACIFIC CONFERENCE ON BIOTECH-
FOURTH CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE NOLOGY: This meeting will be held from 23 - 27 November 1998
CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY: COP-4 is in Perth, Western Australia (WA). This conference will provide a
scheduled for 4 - 15 May 1998 in Bratislava, Slovakia. For more inblend of papers on basic scientific and conservation issues and the
formation contact the CBD Secretariat, World Trade Centre, 393 Sapplication of new biotechnologies to these. For more information
Jacques Street, Montreal, Quebec, Canada H2Y 1N9; tetontact Biodiversity, Biotechnology & Biobusiness, Congress West
+1-514-288-2220; fax: +1-514-288-6588; e-malim@biodiv.org Pty Ltd. PO Box 1248, West Perth WA 6872, Australia; fax. +61 8

Internet:http://www.biodiv.org 9322 1734l; e-mailbiodiversity@science.murdoch.edu.au
INTERNATIONAL ASIA-PACIFIC MYCOLOGICAL EIGHTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON GENETIC
CONFERENCE ON BIODIVERSITY AND BIOTECHNOLO- RESOURCES FOR FOOD AND AGRICULTURE: The next

GY: This conference will be held from 6-9 July 1998 in Hua Hin, session of the CGFRA will take place during the second half of April
Thailand. For more information, contact: BIOTEC Committee;1999. The fifth and sixth extraordinary sessions of the Commission
Gypsum Metropolitan Tower, 5th Floor, 539/2 Sri-Ayudhya RD, are tentatively scheduled to be held in Rome in June and Septembel
Radhevee, Bangkok, 10400, Thailand; tel: +662-642-5322; fax1998. For more information, contact FAO: Viale delle Terme di Ca-
+662-248-8305; e-maimycology@biotec.or.th racalla, 00100 Rome, ltaly; tel: +39-6-52251; +39-6-52253152.
Internet:_http://www.biotec.or.th/diary/mycology/mycology.htm  Also try http://www.fao.orgor http://web.icppgr.fao.org

THE DILEMMA OF ECOSYSTEM MANAGEMENT: To
Extend the Agony or to Address the Cause? This meeting will b dFORESTS
held from 19-25 July in Florence, Italy. For information contact:

Boris Zeide, School of Forestry, University of Arkansas, Monticel- secoND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PRI-

lo, AR 71656-3468; tel: 870.460.1648; e-maitide@uamont.edu  \ATE FORESTS: This meeting will be held from 1 - 2 May 1998
XV EUCARPIA GENERAL CONGRESS: The meeting “Ge- in Penha Longa, Sintra, Portugal. For more information contact the

netics and Breeding for Crop Quality and Resistance” will be heldConference Secretariat; Av. Do Colégio Militar, Lote 1786, 1500

from 21-25 September 1998 in Viterbo, Italy. For information con-Lisboa, Portugal; tel.: +351-1-710-0000; +351-1-716-6122.

tact: Dr. Mario A. Pagnotta, XV Eucarpia Congress, University of
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FIRST EUROPEAN FORUM ON URBAN FORESTRY: information contact the Chair of the Organizing Committee, Forest
This meeting will be held from 4 - 8 May 1998 in Wuppertal, Ger- Research Institute, Kepong, 52109 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; fax:
many. For more information contact: Prof. Dr. Max Krott, Institut +603-636-7753; e-mailufroxxi@frim.gov.my;
fur Forstpolitik, Forstgeschichte und Naturschutz, Biisgenweg Snternet:http://frim.gov.my/iufro.html

D-37077 Gottingen, Germany; tel.: +49-551-393 412; fax: |INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON THE INVENTO-
+49-551-392 415; emaimkrott@gwdg.de RY AND MONITORING OF FORESTED ECOSYSTEMS:
HISTORY AND FOREST RESOURCES: This meeting, “His-  This meeting will be held in Boise, Idaho, US from 16 - 20 August
tory and Forest Resources - Changing Economies and Changid®98. For more information contact: Mark Hansen, USDA Forest
Forests,” will be held from 18 - 23 May 1998 in Florence, Italy. For Service, 1992 Folwell Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55108; fax: +1 (612)
more information contact: Dr. Mauro Agnoletti, Istituto di Assesta-649-5285; e-mailhanse034@maroon.tc.umn.edu
mento e Tecnologia Forestale, Universitd di Firenze, Via Samnternet:http://dendron.fr.umn.edu/burk/boise/
Bonaventura 13, 50145, Firenze, Italy; tel.: +39-55-302 3140, 302 |UFRO/FAO INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON IN-
31276; fax: +39-55-319 179; e-mailgnoletti@cesitl.unifi.it DICATORS FOR SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGE-
24TH SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL MENT: This meeting will held from 24-28 August 1998 in
TIMBER COUNCIL: This meeting will be held from 20-28 May Melbourne, Australia. For more information contact: David Flinn,
1998 in Libreville, Gabon. For information contact: InternationalCentre for Forest Tree Technology, Australia; e-mail
Organizations Center, 5th Floor, Pacifico-Yokohama, 1-1-1, Mi-d.flinn@dce.vic.gov.au

nato-Mirai, Nishi-ku, Yokohama, 220 Japan; tel: + (81-45) CONTRIBUTION OF GENETICS TO THE SUSTAINED

223-1111; fax: +(81-45) 223-1110; . - MANAGEMENT OF GLOBAL FOREST RESOURCES: IU-
e-mail:ltto@mail.itto-unet.ocn.ne jonternet:http://www.itto.or.jo  FRO and FAO will sponsor this meeting, which will be held from 22
INTERNATIONAL EXPERT CONSULTATION ON OP- - 28 August 1998 in Beijing, China. The aim of the conference is to

ERATIONALIZATION FOR THE IPF'S PROPOSALS FOR discuss accomplishments, trends and future developments, redefine
ACTION AT THE NATIONAL LEVEL: This meeting (dates and the role of forest genetics and breeding in contemporary forestry and
title tentative) will be held in May-June 1998 in Germany. The meetset priorities for future research and development. For more infor-
ing will be held in support of Programme Element |.a. of the pro-mation contact: Prof. Hong Jusheng, Chinese Academy of Forestry,
gramme of work of the IFF. A preparatory meeting will be held inWan Shou Shan, Beijing 100091, China; fax: +86-10-62884229;
Bonn, Germany from 3-5 February 1998. For information contacte-mail:zhangbp@caf.forestry.ac.cn
Christian Mersmann, GTZ Coordinator, International Programmes |NTERGOVERNMENTAL FORUM ON FORESTS: The In-
in Tropical Forestry; tel. +49 6196 79 3453; fax +49 6196 79 7333tergovernmental Forum on Forests (IFF) will hold its first substan-
e-mail:101562.31@compuserve.com tive meeting from 24 August - 4 September in 1998 Geneva. The
THIRD MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE ON THE PRO- second session will be held in February/March 1999 in Geneva. The
TECTION OF FORESTS IN EUROPE: This meeting will be third session will be held in February/March in a venue to be deter-
held in 2-3 June in Lisbon, Portugal. For information contact: Li-mined. For more information contact the Secretariat of the Intergov-
aiosn Unit, Direccdo Geraldas Florestas, Av. Jodo Cris6stom@rnmental Forum on Forests, Two United Nations Plaza, 12th Floor,
26-28, 1000 Lisboa, Portugal; tel.. + 351-1312-4807; +New York, NY 10017 USA,; tel: +1 (212) 963-6208; fax: + 1 (212)

351-1312-4992; e-maiMeeting@ip.pt 963-3463; Internethttp://www.un.org/esa/sustdeV/iff.htm
WORKSHOP ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF IPF/CSD INTERNATIONAL SUSTAINABILITY CONFERENCE:

PROPOSALS FOR ACTION IN LATIN AMERICA AND THE The Task Force on Sustainable Forest Management will sponsor this

CARIBBEAN WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO NATION- meeting, which will be held from 24 - 28 August 1998 in Heidelberg

AL FOREST PROGRAMMES: This meeting will be held from Victoria, Australia. For more information contact: David W Flinn,
3-5 June 1998 in Santiago, Chile (subject to confirmation) by theCentre for Forest Tree Technology, PO Box 137, Heidelberg, Victo-
FAO. For information contact: Jean Clement; tel: +39-6-5705 3589ia 3084, Australia; tel.: +60-3-94508 666, fax: +60-394508 644,
fax: +39-6-5705 2151; e-maileanclaude.clement@fao.org e-mail:d.flinn@dce.vic.gov.au

SEMINAR ON THE IMPORTANCE OF RESEARCH FOR 20TH SESSION OF THE FAO LATIN AMERICAN AND
TEACHING AND EVERYDAY LIFE IN FORESTRY: This CARIBBEAN FORESTRY COMMISSION : This meeting will
meeting will be held from 21-24 June 1998 in Praha, Czech RepulBe held from 10-14 September 1998 in Havana, Cuba. For informa-
lic and organized by the IUFRO and the Forestry and Game Martion contact: FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, It-
agement Research Institute of the Czech Republic. For moraly; tel.: +39(6) 57051; fax: +39(6) 57053152; e-mail:
information contact Vancura Karel, VULHM Jiloviste, Strnady 136, Postmaster@fao.orinternet:http://www.fao.org
156 04 Praha; Zrbaslav, Czech Republic; tel.: +420-2-5792 |NTERNATIONAL CONSULTATION ON RESEARCH
1643,1286; fax: +420-2-5792 1444, e-mddrinst@ms.anet.cor  AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS IN FORESTRY: This meet-
vancura@vulhm.canternet:http://www.vulhm.cz ing, sponsored by Indonesia and Austria, in cooperation with 1U-

LAW AND ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION IN EAST- FRO, CIFOR, FAO and the IFF Secretariat, will be held in
ERN EUROPE: This meeting will be held from 24 - 27 June 1998 September 1998 in Ort/Gmunden, Austria. For information contact:
in Ossiach, Austria. For more information contact: Peter HerbstiHeinrich Schmutzenhofer, IUFRO; tel: +43-1-8770151; fax:
Wulfenstrasse 15, A-9500 Villach, Austria; tel: +43-4242-52471;+43-1-8779355; e-mail: hschmutz@forvie.ac.at or Ingwald
fax: +43-4242-264048; e-maittp@netdyou.co.at Gschwandetl, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Vienna, Austria;

XXI lUFRO WORLD CONGRESS: This meeting of the Inter-  tel: +43-1-21323 ext 7207; fax: +43-1-21323 ext 7216;
national Union of Forest Research Organizations (IUFRO) will bee-mailingwald.gschwandti@bmif.gv.at
held from 7 - 12 August 2000 in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. For more
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GLOBAL CONCERNS FOR FOREST UTILIZATION - ECOLOGICAL HISTORY - METHODS AND APPLICA-
SUSTAINABLE USE AND MANAGEMENT: This meeting will TIONS, A LABORATORY OF ECOLOGICAL HISTORY
be held from 5 - 8 October 1998 in Miyazaki, Japan. For more inforTOWARD THE YEAR 2000: This meeting will be held in Sardin-
mation contact: Kiyoshi Yukutake, Miyazaki University, Faculty of ia, Italy in September 1999. For more information contact: Prof.
Agriculture & Forest Economics, 1-1 Gakuen Kibanadai NishiAlessandra Zanzi Sulli; Istituto di Selvicoltura, Via San Bonaventu-
Miyazaki 889-21 Japan; tel.: +81-985-582 811; fax: +81-985-582a 13, 1-50145 Firenze, lItaly; tel.. +39-55-3023 1248, fax:
884; websitehttp://www.miyazaki-u.ac.jo/FORESEA +39-55-307 263, e-maikanzi@cesitl.unifi.it

FOREST ECOSYSTEM AND LAND USE IN THE MOUN-
TAIN AREAS: This meeting will be held from 12 - 17 October in /DESERTIFICATION
Seoul, Korea. For more information contact: Don Lee, Seoul Na=

tional University, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, Depart- coNFERENCE ON THE SAHEL: This one-day conference,
ment of Forest Resources, 103 Seodoondong, Suwon 441-74¢ne Sanel - 25 years after the great drought. Assessing Progress -
Korea; tel.: +82-331-2902327; fax: +82-331-2931797; ema”:Setting a New Agenda,” will be held on 13 May 1998 at the Royal
leedk@agri.snu.ac.kr Geographical Society, London, UK. This meeting brings together

ENVIRONMENTAL FOREST SCIENCE CONFERENCE: prominent European and African experts from different research tra-
This meeting will be held from 19 - 23 October 1998 at Kyoto Uni- ditions to re-consider Sahelian research priorities.For information
versity, Japan. For more information contact: IUFRO8, Kyoto Uni-contact Alison Glazebrook, RGS-IBG: tel: + 0171 591 3006; fax:
versity, Uji, Kyoto 611; tel.:+81-774-384110; fax: +81-774-384300;+0171 591 3001; e-mail.glazebrook@rgs.org
e-mait iufro8-sec@bio.mie-u.ac.jp Internet:www.colorado.edu/geography/projects/rgs98.html
Internet:http://www.bio.mie-u.ac.jp/iufro8/bulletin2.html INTERNATIONAL PROGRAM FOR ARID LAND CROPS

29TH SESSION OF THE FAO EUROPEAN FORESTRY  (IPALAC): The IPALAC 1998 Calendar of Events include: a
COMMISSION : This meeting will be held from 19-23 October course in French on Date Palm Cultivation in Israel in June 1998; a
1998 in Finland. For information contact: FAO, Viale delle Termeworkshop on Zizyphus mauritiana in Zimbabwe in June 1998; a
di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, lItaly; tel.: +39(6) 57051; fax: +39(6)course on Rainfed Farming Systems in Semi Arid Regions in Rajas-
57053152; e-mailPostmaster@fao.oyg than, India, in September 1998; a symposium: “Silk - An Economic
Internet:http://www.fao.org Opportunity for Semi-Arid Africa” in Dakar, Senegal, in October

25TH SESSION OF THE INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL 1998; and an international conference: “Plant-Based Solutions for
TIMBER COUNCIL : This meeting will be held from 3-9 Novem- Combating Desertification” in Beer Sheva, Israel, from 2-5 Novem-
ber 1998 in Yokohama, Japan. For more information contact: Inteler 1998. Contact: Mr. Arnie Schlissel, Administrative Coordinator,
national Organizations Center, 5th Floor, Pacifico-Yokohamal|nternational Program for Arid Land Crops, c/o Ben-Gurion Univer-
1-1-1, Minato-Mirai, Nishi-ku, Yokohama, 220 Japan; tel: +:(81-45)sity of the Negev, P.O.B. 653, Beer Sheva, Israel 84105; tel: +972 7
223-1111; fax: +(81-45) 223-1110tto@mail.itto-unet.ocn.ne.jp 646 1905, 646 1972; fax: +972 7 647 2984,
Internet:http://www.itto.or.ip e-mail:ipalac@bgumail.bgu.ac.il

19TH SESSION OF THE FAO NORTH AMERICAN FOR- CCD MEETINGS: National Awareness Seminars are scheduled
EST COMMISSION : This meeting will be held from 16-20 No- for the following - Dhaka, Bangladesh, 20-21 April; Ankara, Tur-
vember 1998 in Villahermosa, Mexico. For information contact:key, 23-24 April; Sofia, Bulgaria, 28-29 April; St. John’s Antigua
FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, ltaly; tel..and Barbuda, 20-22 April; New Delhi, India, 18-19 May; Osaka, Ja-
+39(6) 57051; fax: +39(6) 57053152; e-mdilostmaster@fao.org pan; Nicosia, Cyprus, 22-23 October; West Bank, Palestine, 28-29
Internet:http://www.fao.org October.

13TH SESSION OF THE FAO NEAR EAST FORESTRY An Western Asia Expert Group Meeting is scheduled for 15-17
COMMISSION : This meeting will be held from 6-9 December September 1998. An Expert Group Meeting for CIS countries will
1998 in Damascus, Syria. For information contact: Jean Clement; téle held in the second half of 1998. For information contact: CCD

+39-6-5705 3589; fax: 39-6-5705 2151, Secretariat; tel: +(41 22) 979-9419; fax: +(41 22) 979-9030/31;
e-mail:jeanclaude.clement@fao.gigternet:http://www.fao.org e-mail: Secretariat@unccd.rnternet:http://www.unccd.ch
CONTRIBUTIONS OF SCIENCE TO THE DEVELOP- SECOND CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES: COP-2 willbe

MENT OF FOREST POLICIES: This meeting will be held from held in Dakar, Senegal from 30 November - 11 December 1998. For
7 - 15 January 1999 in Pretoria, South Africa. For more informatiorinformation contact: CCD Secretariat, Geneva Executive Center,
contact: Perry J. Brown, Montana Forest and Conservation Expertl/13 Chemin des Anemones, CH-1219 Chatelaine, Geneva, Swit-
ment Station, School of Forestry, University of Montana, Missoulazerland; tel: +(41 22) 979-9419; fax: +(41 22) 979-9030/31; e-mail:
Montana 59812, US; tel.: +1 (406) 243-5522; fax: +1 (406)Secretariat@unccd.gnternet:http://www.unccd.ch

243-4845, e-mailpbrown@selway.umt.edu

NEW APPROACHES TO INTEGRATED MANAGEMENT /OCEANS AND COASTS
OF PRIMARY AND SECONDARY FORESTS FOR THE

21ST CENTURY: This meeting is scheduled for September 1999 APEC WORKSHOP ON REGIONAL IMPLEMENTA-

in Belém, Para, Brazil and is organized by CATIE/WWF/CIFOR.TION OF THE GLOBAL PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR

For more information contact: Dr. Natalino Silva; Brazilian Agricul- THE PROTECTION OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT

tural Research Corp., CP 48, CEP 66240 Belém, Par4, Brazil; tatkROM LAND-BASED ACTIVITIES: The US will host a Work-
+55-91-2266622; fax: +55-91-2269845,; shop on Regional Implementation of the Global Programme of Ac-
e-mail:natalino@cpatu.embrapa; lor natalino@amazon.com.br  tjon for Protection of the Marine Environment from Land-Based
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Sources (GPA) as approved by the APEC Working Group on Maversity of Genoa, Department Polis Stradone di S. Agostino
rine Resource Conservation (MRC) at their May 1997 meeting. Th8716123 Genoa, Italy; tel/fax: (39 10) 209 5840;

Workshop will be held at the Sheraton Townsville Hotel & Casinoe-mail:iccops@polis.unige;it

in Townsville, Australia from 14 - 16 April 1998. For further infor- Internet:http://www.polis.unige.it/1998education/

mation contact: Susan Ware, Office of International Affairs, NOAA, 9TH CONFERENCE ON SATELLITE METEOROLOGY

14th and Constitution Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20230; tel: +1AND OCEANOGRAPHY: The 9th Conference on Satellite Mete-

(202) 482-6196; fax: +1 (202) 482-4307; orology and Oceanography will be held from 25-29 May 1998 at

e-mail: susan.ware@noaa.goVhe full text of the GPA can be UNESCO in Paris, France. For more information contact: Dr. Marie

found at:http://www.unchs.unon.org/unep/gpa/gpapol2.htm Colton, ONR Code 321SR, Subj: SatMet 1998, 800 N. Quincy St.,
IMO WORKSHOP ON WASTE MANAGEMENT AND Arlington, VA, 22217 USA, fax: +1 (703) 696 2007,

MARINE POLLUTION PREVENTION IN SOUTHERN AND e-mail: coltonm@onr.navy.mjl

EASTERN AFRICA: This meeting will be held in April 1998 in Internet:http://www.onr.navy.mil/sci_tech/ocean/9thsmo

Cape Town, South Africa. For more information contact Interna- CONFERENCE ON COASTAL AND MARGINAL SEAS:

tional Maritime Organization (IMO), 4 Albert Embankment, Lon- This conference on 1 - 4 June 1998 at the UNESCO Headquarters in
don SE17 SR, UK; fax: +(44 171) 587 3210; e-maifo@imo.org  Paris, France. The Oceanography Society (TOS) and IOC will orga-

CARIBBEAN REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON THE GLO- nize this meeting. For more information contact Judi Rhodes, TOS,
BAL PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE PROTECTION 4052 Timber Ridge Drive, Virginia Beach, VA 23544, USA,; tel: +1
OF THE MARINE ENVIRONMENT FROM LAND-BASED (757) 464 0131; fax: +1 (757) 464 1759; e-mallpdesj@exis.net

ACTIVITIES: This meeting is scheduled for May in Kingston, Ja- Internet:http://www.tos.org

maica. For more information: UNEP-RCU, tel: +1-876-922-9267; SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON MA-

fax: +1-876-922-9292; e-mailineprcuja@toj.com RINE POLLUTION AND ECOTOXICOLOGY: This meeting
UN CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA: The  will be held from 10 - 14 June 1998 in Hong Kong and is sponsored

Eighth Meeting of States Parties to the UN Convention on the Lavby the City University of Hong Kong and the IOC. For information

of the Sea - (SPLOS) will be held from 18 - 22 May 1998. The Thirdcontact: Prof. Rudolph Wu, City University of Hong Kong; tel: +

Session of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf {852) 2788 7404, fax: +(852) 2788 7406.

(CLCS) will be held from 4 - 15 May and the Fourth Session willbe THIRD ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL CLEAN OCEAN

held from 31 August - 4 September 1998. The International SeabedONFERENCE: This conference will be held in Hawaii, USA

Authority (ISBA) - Assembly will hold its fourth session from 16 - from 12 - 14 June 1998 and intends to celebrate Oceans Day in the
27 March 1998 (first part) and 17-28 August 1998 (second part). ThgJSA and Hawaii. For more information try

International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea - (ITLOS) will hold its http://planet-hawaii.com/sos/clean_oceans.html

fourth meeting from 6-31 October 1998. For more information con- |NTERGOVERNMENTAL MARITIME ORGANIZA-
tact the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea, Office OfTION: The IMO Council will hold its eightieth session in London

Legal Affairs; e-mail:doalos@un.org from 15-19 June 1998. For more information contact the IMO, 4 Al-
Internet:http://www.un.org/Depts/los/ bert Embankment, London SE1 7SR; tel: +0171-735 7611; fax:
HAZARDS-98, SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONFER- 40171 587 3210; 6-maitkohn@imo.org

Seventh International Conference on Natural and Man-Made Haz- pcoN 98: The Conference on the 8th Pacific Congress (PA-

ards V\.’i” be he.ld from 17'_22 May 1998, Chania, Crete, Greecg. FO&ON) on Marine Science and Technology, “Towards the 21st Cen-
more information contact: Dr. G.A. Papadopoulos, LOC Chair, In'tury-The Pacific Era,” will be held from 16 - 20 June 1998 in Seoul,

stitute of Geodynamics National Observatory of Athens, P.O. BoXgrea For more information contact: PACON International, PO
20048, 11810 Athens, Greece; tel: 301-3462-664; faxgoy 11568, Honolulu, Hawaii 96828-0568; tel: +1 (808) 956 6163;
301-3426-005; e-mailn.sachp@egelados.gein.nad.gr  fax: +1 (808) 956 2580; e-maihacon@wiliki.eng.hawaii.edu

EXPO ‘98: The 1998 Lisbon World Exposition (EXPO ‘98) will INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON COASTAL
be held from 22 May - 30 September 1998 |n.L|sbon, with the theme, e A_CITIES: This conference will be held mid-1998 in Shang-
“The Oceans, a Heritage for the Future.”
Secretariat: e-mailnfo@expo98.qt State Science and Technology Commission, and the State Oceanit

Internet:http://www.expo98.pt/pt/default.ntml Administration of China, as well as the Shanghai Municipality. For
1998 OCEAN CIRCULATION AND CLIMATE: The 1998 information contact: Li Haiging, IOC, UNESCO; tel: +(33 1) 45 68

WOCE Conference will be held from 24 - 29 May 1998 in Halifax, 39 94; e-mailh.li@unesco.org

Nova Scotia, Canada. For more information contact John Gould, F|RST |NTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GEO-
WOCE IPO, Southampton Oceanography Centre, Empress DoCkrapHICAL INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) FOR THE
Southampton, SO14 3ZH, UK; tel: + (44 1703) 596 789; fax: +(4421 5T CENTURY: This meeting will be held from 6 - 8 July 1998

1703) 596 204; e-mailvoceipo@soc.soton.ac piaternet: in Udine, Italy. This meeting is organized by the Wessex Institute of
http://www.soc.soton.ac.uk/OTHERS/woceipo/wconf/index.html Technology, UK, and University of Udine, Italy. For information

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON EDUCATION contact: Sue Owen, GIS 98 Conference Secretariat; tel: + (44 1703)
AND TRAINING IN INTEGRATED COASTAL AREA MAN- 293 223; fax: + (44 1703) 292 853; e-maibe@wessex.ac.uk
AGEMENT (ICAM) - THE MEDITERRANEAN PROSPECT: INDEPENDENT WORLD COMMISSION ON THE
This conference will be held from 25-29 May 1998 in Genoa, ItalygcEANS: The Independent Commission on Oceans will hold its

by the International Centre for Coastal and Ocean Policy StUdie§ixth session in Lisbon. Portuaal in Julv 1998. in coniunction with
(ICCOPS). For information contact: ICCOPS Secretariat - ¢c/o Uni- ' g y ' J
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EXPQ’98 - “The Oceans: A Heritage for the Future.” The Commis- AQUACULTURE EUROPE '98: This conference will be held
sion seeks to draw attention to the issues of ocean development aftrdm 5 - 9 June 1998 in Bordeaux, France. For more information
encourage the further development of the ocean regime evolvingontactthe EAS Secretariat, Slijkensesteenweg 4, B-8400 Oostende
from UNCLOS. For information contact the Secretariat in GenevaBelgium; tel.: +(059) 32 38 59; fax: +(059) 32 10 05; e-mail:

tel: + 41-22-710-0711; fax: +41-22-710-0722; e-mail: eas@unicall.he
secretariat@world-oceans.org INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SATELLITES,

PAN-AFRICAN CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE IN- OCEANOGRAPHY AND SOCIETY: This meeting will be held
TEGRATED COASTAL MANAGEMENT (PACSICOM): This  form 17 - 21 August 1998 in Lisbon, Portugal. For more information
meeting will be held from 13-17 July 1998 in Maputo, Mozambiquecontact: Dr. David Halpern, Cal Tech; fax: +1 (818)
and is organized by UNESCO and Government of Mozambique. Fd393-6720;e-mailhalpern@pacific.jpl.nasa.gov
more information contact: Robin Harger, IOC, UNESCO; e-mail: QCEANS '98 - CONFERENCE ON COASTAL MANAGE-
r.harger@unesco.org MENT & OCEAN RESOURCES: This meeting will be held in
Internet:http://www.unesco.org/ioc/pacsicom/pacsicom.htm Nice, France from 28 September -1 October 1998. The conference

EUROMAT'98: The EUROMAT’'98 Conference on Materials is organized by IEEE Oceanic Engineering, under the theme of “En-
in Oceanic Environment will be held from 22 - 24 July 1998 in Lis- gineering for Sustainable Use of the Oceans”. The main subject is
bon, Portugal. The meeting is organized by the Sociedade Portuguearious marine aspects relating to “Green Enertopia” Centres, re-
sa de Materials on behalf of the Federation of European Materialsiote areas, on land or at sea, which serve as real-world models of
Societies. For information contact: Prof. Luciano Faria; tel: +(351 1)yustainable development for their host countries. For more informa-
841 77 46; fax: + (351 1) 841 79 15. tion contact: Hawaii Energy Institute; fax: +1 808 956 2335; e-mail:

SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON HISTORY OF daver@hgea.ordnternet:http://www.ifremer.fr/oceans98/
OCEANOGRAPHY: This meeting will be held from 15-20 August ~ FIFTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON REMOTE
1998 in Qingdao, China. For information contact: G.K. Tan, First In-SENSING FOR MARINE AND COASTAL ENVIRON-
stitute of Oceanography, SOA, 3A Hongdao Branch Road, QingdabENTS: This meeting will be held from 5 - 7 October 1998, San
266003, P.R. China; tel: 86-532-288-3127; fax: 86-532-287-9562Diego, California, USA. This conference will cover various aspects
e-mail:fiolic@ns.qd.sd.cn of remote sensing of the marine environment and will highlight re-

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SATELLITES, mote sensing applications focusing on solving real-world problems
OCEANOGRAPHY AND SOCIETY (ICSOS): This conference in marine and coastal environments. For information contact: ERIM
will be held from 17 - 21 August 1998 in Lisbon, Portugal. ESA, Conferences; tel.: +1 (313) 994 1200, ext. 3234; fax +1 (313) 994
EXPO '98, IGBP, 10C, NASA, NOAA, SCOR and WCRP will 5123; e-mailwallman@erim.org
sponsor the meeting. For more information contact: Dr. David Halp!nternet:http://www.erim.org/CONF/conf.html
ern, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, MS 300-323, California Institute of SYMPOSIUM ON MARINE POLLUTION: This Symposium

Technology, Pasadena, CA 91109-8099, USA; will be held from 5 - 9 October 1998 in Monaco. It will be organized
e-mail: halpern@pacific.jpl.nasa.gov by International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and co-sponsored
INTERNATIONAL OIL SPILL CONFERENCE by the IOC, UNEP and IMO, in cooperation with: CIESM and the

(SPILLCON'98): This meeting will be held from 17 - 21 August Marine Environment Laboratory (MEL). For information contact:
1998 at the International Conference Centre, Cairns, Queenslarifie Conference Secretariat, Vienna International Centre, Wagramer-
Australia. For information contact Australian maritime Safety Au-strasse 5, PO Box 100, 1400 Vienna, Austria; tel: +(43 1) 2060
thority; e-mail:michael.julian@amsa.gov.au 21312/21311; fax +(43 1) 20607, e-mail:

SIXTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PALE-  Official.mall@IAEA.ORG
OCEANOGRAPHY (ICP-VI): This meeting will be held from COASTAL ENVIRONMENT 98: The Second International
23-28 August 1998 in Lishon, Portugal. This meeting is sponsore§onference (Coastal Environment '98), entitled “Environmental
by EXPQO’98, Instituto Geoldgico e Mineiro (IGM), the European Problems in Coastal Regions,” WiII.be he;ld in Cancun, Mexico from
Commission and IOC. For information contact: Dr. Fatima8 - 10 September 1998. The meeting will be organized by the Wes-

Abrantes, IGM, Associagao Portuguesa de Paleoceanografia; téx Institute of Technology (WIT), Southampton, UK. For informa-
346 39 15: fax: 342 46 009. tion contact Liz Kerr, WIT; tel: + 44 (0) 1 703 293223; fax: + 44 (0)

COASTAL ZONE CANADA ‘98 (CZC'98): This meetingwill 1 703 292853, e-mailiz@wessex.ac.uk
be held over five days at the end of August 1998. It is the third of a INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON INFORMATION
series of biennial conferences on integrated coastal zone manageECHNOLOGY IN OCEANOGRAPHY:  This Symposium
ment. For information contact; 2WE Associates, Victoria, BC, Can{ITO'98) will be held from 12 - 16 October 1998 in Goa, India. For
ada; tel: +1 (250) 472-2254; fax: +1 (250) 472-9475; email:information contact: Shri. Vishwas Chavan, Organizing Secretary,
wilson@bc.sympatico.ca National Institute of Oceanography, Dona Paula, Goa 403004, In-

THE ATLANTIC - PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE: This  dia fax: +(91 832) 223 340/229 102;

meeting will be held from 30 August - 2 September 1998 in Lisbon e-mail:ito98@csnio.ren.nic.irnternet:http://www.nio.org/ito98/

Portugal and will be organized by the International Geographic CONFRONTING UNCERTAINTY IN THE EVALUATION
Union. For information contact Prof. Carminda Cavaco, Centro dé&ND IMPLEMENTATION OF FISHERIES MANAGEMENT
Estudos Geographicos (CEG); tel: + (351 1) 796 5469 / 794 021&YSTEMS: This meeting is scheduled for 16 - 19 November 1998
fax +(351 1) 793 8690; e-maiteg@mail.telepac.pinternet: in Cape Town, South Africa. This meeting is organized by ICES and

http://www.geocities.com/athens/acropolis/2510/index.html co-sponsored by FAO and ICLARM. For information contact Dr.
T.K. Stokes, CEFAS, Lowestoft Laboratory, Lowestoft, Suffolk
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NR33 OHT, England, UK; e-mailkevinstokes@compuserve.com from 1 - 3 July in Bonn. For information contact the UNEP/CMS

or t.k.stokes@cefas.co.uk Secretariat; UN Premises in Bonn; Martin-Luther-King-Str. 8,
OCEAN COMMUNITY CONFERENCE '98: This conference D-53175 Bonn, Germany; tel: +(49 228) 815 2401/2; fax: +(49 228)

is scheduled from 16 - 19 November 1998 in Baltimore, Maryland 815 2449; e-mailcms@unep.de

USA and organized by the Marine Technology Society (MTS). Fornternet:http://www.wcmec.org.uk/cms/

information contact ITCMS; tel. in US & Canada: +1 (800) 810 CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN EN-

4333; tel. outside US & Canada: +1 (732) 562 6826; fax: +1 (732DANGERED SPECIES (CITES): The 14th Meeting of the CITES

981 1203; e-mailmts-occ98@ieee.org Animals Committee will be held from 25-29 May 1998 in Caracas,
Internet:http://www.noaa.gov/public-affairs/MTS98.html Venezuela. For more information contact the CITES Secretariat,
CLIVAR SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE - WORLD CLI- C.P. 456, Geneva Executive Centre, 1219 Chételaine (Geneva),

MATE RESEARCH PROGRAMME: This conference is sched- Switzerland; telephone: +(41-22) 979 9139/40;

uled from 1 - 3 December 1998 and will be Co-sponsored by |OC!nternet:httD://WWW.WcmC.Orq.Uk/crrES/enqllSh/lndeX.htnﬂ
WMO and ICSU. For more information contact: Art Alexiou,

IOC/UNESCO; e-mail: a.alexiou@unesco.or@r Dr. Andreas /CHEMICAL MANAGEMENT

Villwock, International CLIVAR Project Office c/o Max-Planck-In-

stitut fur Meteorologie, Bundeststr. 55, D-20146 Hamburg, Germa- pops WORKSHOPS: A Regional Awareness Raising Work-
ny; tel: + (49) 40 41173 414; fax: (49) 40 41173 413; e-mail:spop on POPs is tentatively scheduled from 4 - 7 May 1998 in Abu

andreas.vilwock@clivar.dkrz.de Dhabi, UAE. A Regional Awareness Raising Workshop on POPs is

Internet:http://www.dkrz.de/clivar/hp.htrl tentatively scheduled for late May/June 1998 in Ljubljana, Slovenia.
For more information contact: UNEP Chemicals (IRPTC); tel: +41

/WETLANDS (22) 979-9190; fax: +41 (22) 797-3460; e-malbgden@unep.¢h

Internet:http://irptc.unep.ch/pops/

RAMSAR MEETINGS: A Workshop on Early Warning Sys- DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE FOR ADOPTION OF THE
tems for Wetlands will be held from 20-21 April 1998. The RamsarPIC CONVENTION: The Diplomatic Conference for the Adop-
Scientific and Technical Review Panel (STRP) will hold its 7thtion of an International Legally Binding Instrument for the Applica-
meeting from 22-24 April 1998. The Ramsar European Regiondion of the Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous
Meeting will meet from 3-6 June 1998 in Riga, Latvia. The RamsatChemicals and Pesticides is scheduled for September in Rotterdam
Pan-African Regional Meeting will be held from 6-10 July 1998 inthe Netherlands. For information contact: UNEP Chemicals
Kampala, Uganda. For more information contact: the Ramsar CoriRPTC), tel: +41 (22) 979-9111; fax: +41 (22) 797- 3460; e-mail:
vention Bureau, Rue Mauverney 28, CH-1196 Gland, Switzerlandwillis@unep.ch Internet: http://irptc.unep.ch/pic/ Or contact:
tel. +41 22 999 0170; fax +41 22 999 0169; FAO, tel: +39 (6) 5705 3441; fax: +39 (6) 5705 6347; email:
e-mail:ramsar@hg.iucn.org niek.vandergraaff@fao.ordnternet:

RAMSAR COP-7: The 7th Ramsar COP is scheduled for Sanhttp://www.fao.org/ag/agp/agpp/pesticid/pic/pichome.htm
José, Costa Rica from 10 - 18 May 1999. COP-7 will focus on the PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS: The First Session
interrelations between human societies and wetland habitats. Thoé the Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPSs) Intergovernmental Ne-
general theme will be “People and Wetlands - The Vital Link.” gotiating Committee (INC-1) is scheduled for 29 June-3 July 1998
For information contact the Ramsar Convention Bureau, Rue Maun Montreal, Canada. The Second Session is tentatively scheduled
verney 28, CH-1196 Gland, Switzerland; tel +41 22 999 0170, faxor 7-12 February 1999 in Geneva. For more information contact:

+41 22 999 0169, e-maihmsar@hg.iucn.org UNEP Chemicals (IRPTC); tel: +41 (22) 979-9190; fax: +41 (22)
Internet:http://w3.iprolink.ch/iucnlib/themes/ramsar/ 797-3460; e-maildogden@unep.¢h
SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WET- Internet:http://irptc.unep.ch/pops/

LANDS AND DEVELOPMENT: The Second International Con- INTERGOVERNMENTAL FORUM ON CHEMICAL
ference on Wetlands and Development will be held from 8-14SAFETY: The Third Meeting of the Intersessional Group (ISG-3)
November 1998 in Dakar, Senegal. The Conference will include plewill be held from 1-4 December 1998 in Yokohama, Japan. Brazil
nary and workshop sessions to review trends in wetland conserva4ll forward its decision to host FORUM lll, scheduled for late
tion, in order to identify solutions to critical issues which help 2000, to the IFCS as soon as possible. The Plenary also agreed ten
agencies and wetland managers better achieve wetland conservattatively to hold ISG-4 in 2002. For information on these meetings,
goals at both local and international levels.v For more informatiorcontact the IFCS Secretariat, World Health Organization, CH-1211
contact: Maria Pierce, Wetlands International, Marijkeweg 11, PGGeneva 27, Switzerland; tel: +41 (22) 791-3588; fax: +41 (22)
Box 7002, 6700 CA Wageningen, the Netherlands; tel. +31 31791-4848; e- mailifcs@who.ch

474711; fax. +31 317 474712; e-mailierce @wetlands.agro;nl Internet:http://www.who.ch/whosis/ifcs/ifcshome.htm
Internet:http://www.wetlands.agro.nl/wetl_sen.html

/HABITAT AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

/WILDLIFE

HABITAT AND HUMAN SETTLEMENTS MEETINGS:
CONVENTION ON MIGRATORY SPECIES: The CMS Sci- The World Conference on International Cooperation of Cities and
entific Council will meet from 3-5 June in Wageningen, the Nether-Citizens will be held from 26-29 May in Tokyo. The First World
lands. The Second Meeting of the Parties to the European Baonference of Health and the Urban Environment will be held in
Agreement under the Convention on Migratory Species will be heldMadrid from 6 - 10 July 1998. For information contact UN Centre
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for Human Settlements (Habitat), P.O. Box 30030, Nairobi, Kenya; UNDP/UNFPA: The UNDP/UNFPA Executive Board will hold

tel: +(254-2) 624328; fax: +(254-2) 624266/624267; e-mail: its second regular session from 20 - 24 April 1998, and its annual

infohabitat@igc.apc.ordnternet:http://www.unhabitat.org session from 8 - 19 June 1998. For more information contact UNF-
1998 DUBAI INTERNATIONAL AWARD FOR BEST PA, 220 East 42nd Street, New York, NY 10017, USA,; tel: +1 (212)

PRACTICES IN IMPROVING THE LIVING ENVIRON- 297-5020; fax: + 1 (212) 557-6416; e-maianw@unfpa.org

MENT: The United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habi!nternet:http://www.unfpa.org/

tat) and the Municipality of Dubai, U.A.E. have announced the UNESCO: The UNESCO Executive Board will hold its one hun-
global call for submissions for the 1998 Dubai International Award dred fifty-third session in Paris in April 1998. For more information
The award intends to recognize and raise awareness of Best Practiontact UNESCO, 7 place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris, France; +33 1
es: outstanding and sustainable achievements in improving the quals 68 10 00; international: +33 1 45 67 16 90;

ity of life in a rapidly urbanizing and changing world. The Award is Internet:http://www.unesco.org

open to all organizations and individuals from the public and private  UNCTAD: The Expert Meeting of the Commission on Enter-
sectors and from civil society whose initiatives meet the criteria folprise, Business Facilitation and Development will be held from 20 -
a Best Practice. The deadline for submissions is 30 April 1998. Fog2 April and 29 June-1 July 1998 in Geneva. The third session of the
more information contact: Dubai Municipality, tel: +(971 4) Commission on Enterprise, Business Facilitation and Development
215555; fax: +(971 4) 246666; e-mailm@emirates.net.ae will be held from 23 - 27 November 1998 in Geneva. The Trade and

Internet:http://www.dm.gov.apor UNCHS (Habitat); tel: +(254 2) pevelopment Board will hold its eighteenth executive session in
624328/623029/623799; fax: +(254 2) 623080/624266/624267june and its High Level Mid-Term Review from 5 - 16 October.

e-mail:b.estpr_actices@unchs.org , The Expert Meeting of the Commission on Trade in Goods and
Internet: http://www.unhabitat.org/(Habitat home-page) or_ht- ggyices, and Commodities will convene from 4 - 6 May, 3 - 5 June

tp://www.bestpractices.or@@est Practices database). and 13 - 15 July 1998. The Commission on Trade in Goods and Ser-
EIGHTH CONFERENCE ON URBAN AND REGIONAL vices, and Commaodities will hold its third session 21 - 25 September
RESEARCH: The Eighth Conference on Urban and Regional Re-1998 in Geneva. The third session of the Commission on Invest-

search will be held in Madrid, Spain from 8-11 June 1998. The Conment, Technology and Related Financial Issues will be held from 14
ference will be preceded by a Study Tour from 6-7 June 1998. Far18 September 1998 in Geneva. For information contact: the Office
information contact: the Committee on Human Settlements of thef the Secretary of the Board; tel: + 41 22 907 50 07; fax: + 41 22
Economic Commission for Europe; Internkttp://www.unece.org/ 907 00 56; e-mailAwni.Behnam@unctad.org

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON URBAN
TRANSPORT AND THE ENVIRONMENT FOR THE 21ST
CENTURY: This meeting will be held from 31 August - 2 Septem- /INTERNATIONAL LAW

ber 1998 in Lisbon, Portugal in conjunction with the Sixth Interna- SIXTH ANNUAL CONEERENCE ON INTERNATIONAL
tional Conference on Computer Aided Design, Manufacture an‘i’NTELLECTUAL PROPERTY LAW AND POLICY:  This

Operation in the Railway and other Advanced Mass Transit Sysr'neeting will be held from 16-17 April 1998 in New York at

tems. For information contact Paula Doughty-Young, Conferenc ; : : :
Secretariat UT 98, Wessex Institute of Technology, Ashurst Lodge%TOngr;ltm Liﬁ;_l\{glr,sfi/ (Szigg%lsfg_lé?%,':m more information contact

Ashurst, Southampton, SO40 7AA, UK; tel: + 44 (0) 1703 293223;

) e-mail: Slilly@mail.lawnet.fordham.edu
L+ , e- Y .ac.
fax: + 44 (0) 1703 292853; e-majtaula@wessex.ac.Lk LATIN AMERICAN SECOND REGIONAL CONFER-

ENCE: This meeting will be held in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil from
/INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 11-13 May 1998. The meeting is being organized by the IBA Sec-
tion on Business Law. For more information contact the IBA; 272
GLOBAL ENVIRONMENT FACILITY:  The next meeting of Regent Street, London W1R 7PA, England; tel: + 44 (0) 171 629
the GEF Council will take place from 4-6 November 1998 in Wash-1206; e-mailconfs@int-bar.org

ington, DC. The meeting will be preceded by NGO Consultations. ForuUM GENEVA: This meeting will be held on 16 May 1998

For more information contact Marie Morgan at the GEF Secretariaty, Geneva, Switzerland with the theme “Multilateral Treaty-making:
tel: +1-202-473-1128; fax: +1-202-522-3240; The Current Status of Challenges to and Reforms Needed in the In-
Internet:http://www.gefweDb.com ternational Legislative Process.” It will be organized jointly by the

WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION:  The  American Society of International Law and the Graduate Institute of
WMO Executive Council will hold its fiftieth session in Geneva |nternational Studies, Geneva. For more information, contact ASIL
from 16 - 26 June 1998. For information contact the Secretariat aervices; tel: +1 (202) 939-6000; fax: +1 (202) 797-7133; e-mail:
41, avenue Giuseppe-Motta, 1211 Geneva 2 Switzerland; tel: +(4heeting@asil.org

22) 730 8314/15; fax: +(41 22) 733 2829; e-mail. |NTERNATIONAL LAW ASSOCIATION 68 ™ CONFER-

ipa@www.wmo.chinternet:http://www.wmo.ch/ ENCE: This conference will be held in Taipei, Taiwan, ROC and is
INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR AGRICULTURAL DE-  organized by the ILA and the Chinese Society of International Law.

VELOPMENT (IFAD): The IFAD Executive Board will meet in For more information contact: Hungdah Chiu; University of Mary-

Rome in April 1998. For information contact the Secretariat; e-mailjand School of Law; tel: +1 (410) 706-3870; fax: +1 (410) 706-4045.
w.admin@ifad.orglnternet:http://www.ifad.org
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/IDEFORESTATION

/l I n k ag e S }/J 0 u r n a I/ @ “Sources of deforestation in tropical developing countries.”

Environmental Management, 1998, Vol. 22, No. 1, pp.19-33. L.

Tole, Scotland, investigates key causes of tropical deforestation us-
/IREADINGS ing data from 90 developing countries for the period 1981-1990. Re-
gression results reveal that deforestation is associated with both
development and scarcity. Deforestation accelerates with expanding
infrastructure, trade, debt, investment in the human capital base, anc
resource-based economic expansion. On the other hand, absolut
and relative scarcities manifested by growing population pressures,
food and land shortages, fuel wood dependency and inequalities in
access to land are also key factors explaining forest loss. Thus, re-
ISUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT sults point to a fundamental environmental conundrum: develop-
ment is required if countries are to alleviate scarcity-driven forms of

“Developing indicators of sustainability: US experience.” forest exploitation but is itself a major cause of deforestation. The

Building Research and Information, 1998, Vol. 26, No.1, pp.39-45paper concludes that forest sustainable development cannot be
G.B. Guy and C.J. Kibert, USA, observe that sustainability indicaachieved by implementing simple technical improvements in
tors integrate environmental, social and economic factors such thk&nd-use practices alone. Securing the foundations for the sustain-
the complex cause-and-effect relationships between these multipiility of forests will require that countries address the underlying
factors can be more readily investigated. The whole systems agocial processes driving tropical forest loss as well.
proach of sustainable development differs from traditional environ-
mentalism by its inclusion of economic and social factors. The CLIMATE CHANGE
selection of sustainability indicators will therefore inevitably be a
human value-driven.p_rocess. I.Env.ironmental health will nonetheless “Knowledge, rhetoric and power: International politics of cli-
be; paramount. Emplrlcal studies in the pSA have found that statg$ate change.” Economic and Political Weekly, 1997, Vol. 32,
with Io_vver poIIutlo.n levels and more eny]ronlmental regulation havey, 49 A Sagar and M. Kandlikar, writing during the build up to
healthier economies and fewer disparities in income between ecosnECCC COP-3 in Kyoto, observe that the real battles over climate
nomic classes (Templet, 1995) Itis argued that indicators of ?USta"&hange are being fought over issues of trade and national competi-
able development are a necessary parallel to the macro-national afiness in the context of greenhouse policies. For the countries of
regional-scale indicators measuring society’s movement toward Qhe south, building appropriate scientific and economic assessment
away from some approximation to sustainable development. capacity may be the most critical task.

“Unity in environmental discourse? The role of decision mak- “World carbon dioxide emissions: 1950-2050.” Review of

ers, experts and citizens in developing Finnish environmental £c5nomics and Statistics. 1998. Vol. 80. No. 1 pp.15-27. R. Schma-
policy.” Policy and Politics, 1998, Vol. 26, No.1, pp.55-70. P. Jok-jansee, T.M. Stoker and R.A. Judson, USA, present projections for
inen and K. Koskinen, Finland, deal with the construction and congmjssions of carbon dioxide from the combustion of fossil fuels
tent of Finnish environmental policy. The basic issue is whethefyroygh 2050, using reduced-form models estimated with nation-
there are discourse and strategy coalitions of key players to be idegy. |eve| panel data for the period 1950-1990. Using the same set of
tified as well as interests with which the discourses and strategies Cycome and population growth assumptions as the IPCC they find
incide. In the study, 41 key players in the Finnish Nationaly,at the IPCC’s widely used emissions growth projections exhibit
Commission on Sustainable Development were interviewed. Theignificant and substantial departures from the implications of his-
main result is that environmental discourses are diverse. Two ideglica) experience. The writers’ model employs a flexible form for
types of basic environmental policy strategies, termed ‘ecologicgcome effects, along with fixed time and country effects, and they
modernization” and ‘structural change’, were found. Itis concluded,angle forecast uncertainty explicitly. They find clear evidence of an
that there is no easy starting point for unity in environmental policysiyerse U” relation with a within-sample peak between carbon di-

making. However, additional research is needed to examine the relyige emissions (and energy use) per capita and per-capital income.
evant policy sectors from the broad viewpoint of social development “Disembodied and disembedded? The social and economic

and environmental politics. ) , implications of atmospheric change and biodiversity.”"Environ-
“Statement of the International Peoples’ Tribunal on Human  antal Monitoring and Assessment, 1998, Vol. 49, No.2-3,
Rights and the Environment: Sustainable development in the pp.111-122. P. Timmerman, Canada, argues that the social and eco
context of globalization.” Alternatives: Journal of Social Transfor- omjc implications of atmospheric change on biodiversity need to
mation and Humane Governance, 1998, Vol. 23, No.1, pp.109-14'¢ seen in a global context of major shifts in the conceptualization
S.H. Mendlovitz, USA, introduces a Statement intended as a contrlng management of our relationship with nature. Traditionally, we
bution to the movement for a just world order and the creation of Nupaye conceptualized the atmosphere and the other creatures of thy
man global governance. It refers to the lives of individuals andoiosphere as separate from the human, but their quasi-autonomy is
groups throughout the globe who allege violations of law - includingn oy becoming subject to more and more human management. This
violence and killing inflicted upon them by transnational corpora-yajses not only economic issues but social, political and ethical con-
tions, frequeptly in qollabo_ra’uon with State institutions. A final -orns that will have substantial influence on public policy. Among
statement will be available in May 1998. these are the commodification of genetic material, the privatization
of traditional knowledge, and the management of information. In

Compiled by Peter Doran,
University of Ulster, Derry, Northern Ireland; tel and fax: +44
(0)1504 268403; e-mailpfdoran@ecology.u-net.com
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this broader context, the writer examines an array of current and pr@ity conservation and analyzes the policy prescriptions they pro-
posed strategies of response to changes in biodiversity as a resultrobte. It highlights inadequacies in scientific understanding of the
climatic and other stresses. dynamics of complex systems; the lack of historical data on resource
“Climate change and energy policy - The impacts and impli-  Use; and crucially, the use/misuse of existing data by different inter-
cations of aerosols.”Energy Policy, 1997, Vol. 25, No.11, pp. ests. Conventional wisdom dictates that local people’s utilization of
923-939. J.J. West, C. Hope and S.N. Lane, USA & England, obresources in areas where biodiversity is high is in conflict with con-
serve that anthropogenic increases in aerosol concentrations are §€rvation and tourism. The author concludes that access to and ex:
lieved to significantly affect climate, notably by exerting a negativetraction of resources are therefore strictly controlled. The
radiative forcing which counteracts, to some extent, the positive raconceptualization of biodiversity, the causes of its degradation and
diative forcing of greenhouse gases (GHGs). The potential effects ¢fe solutions offered by conservation stakeholders thus has implica-
aerosols and their short atmospheric lifetimes raise issues which aliéns not only for conservation, but critically for the livelihoods and
critical to climate policy. The writers isolate the implications of Welfare of people in poor countries.
aerosols by treating aerosol emissions as a policy variable separate
from GHG emissions, but linked through energy policy. They ques;TRADE AND ENVIRONMENT
tion the view that aerosols are beneficial to climate because they
counteract greenhouse warming. Scenarios with high aerosol and«The globalization of international health.” The Lancet, 1998,
GHG emissions are expected to ylelql both greater uncertainty ifyo|. 351, No. 9100, pp.434-437. G. Walt, UK, observes that new
mean temperature and a greater likelihood of changes in other Clﬂ)‘layers such as the World Bank and, increasingly, the WTO, have
mate parameters. become involved in international health issues. As globalization of
“Coercion and enterprise in the provision of environmental  trade and markets takes hold, new coalitions and alliances are form-
public goods: The case of carbon sequestration in the United ing to examine and deal with the direct and indirect consequences on
States.” Critical Reviews in Environmental Science and Technolo-health. The paper examines the changing context of cooperation in
gy, 1997, Vol. 27, No. SISI, pp.S293-S307. K. Richards, USA, ob-international health and voices concerns about rising potential ine-
serves that current discussions of greenhouse gas abatemedalities in health, both within and between countries. The question
strategies have focused on the use of carbon taxes and marketablegflhow such changes will affect the actions of organizations working
lowance schemes. Implementation of a large-scale carbon sequestifainternational health is also addressed.
tion program in the United States will require broadening the scope “Energy development and environmental constraints in Chi-
of the instruments under consideration to include contracts, subsiy » Energy Policy, 1998, Vol. 26, No. 2, pp.119-128. L. Gan, Nor-
dies, command and control regulation and direct government prqgay, analyzes the inter-relationship of energy development and
duction. The paper develops a taxonomy for these instrumentanyironmental constraints in China. He examines the effects of eco-
examines the factors that affect their relative attractiveness, and agpmic development, investment, energy trade and environmental
plies that analysis to carbon sequestration in the United States. |imitations in shaping energy development and highlights the ten-
“Why regional studies are needed in the development of sions between institutions involved in energy development, energy
full-scale integrated assessment modeling of global change pro- conservation and environmental protection. He concludes that total
cesses.Global Environmental Change - Human and Policy Dimen-fuel mix in China will be diversified in the future. The share of coal
sions, 1997, Vol. 7, No. 4, pp.337-356. W.W. Easterling, USA,in primary energy production and consumption will increase in the
agrees that full-scale integrated assessment models (IAMs) alloghort time span until 2020, and diminish gradually thereafter, being
many components of the global climate change problem to be exantargely replaced by gas, nuclear and renewables. China will become
ined in one framework. The chief advantage of the IAM approacha big oil importer due to increases in demand and resource limita-
over less complete modeling frameworks is that the socio-economitons. Meanwhile, coal exports will increase in the long run and SO2
and environmental consequences of policy choices aimed at abatiagid CO2 emissions will become potentially larger in future, because
or adapting to climate change can be evaluated in their totalityof the speed of economic growth and the lack of effective control
However, the highly aggregated functional forms that IAMs currentmeasures. The paper also observes that there exist huge investmer
ly embed lack sufficient regional and sectoral detail to be totallypotentials for energy development from both international and do-
credible. The author provides ten reasons why regional studies angestic investment funds. Energy efficiency in China will continue
needed in support of the development of full-scale IAMs. A strategico improve, associated with a gradual decline in the use of non-com-
cyclical scaling exercise involving regional and global integratedmercial energy in final consumption. Energy conservation holds the

modeling frameworks is proposed. key to sustainable energy development, which should be promoted
at the national and local levels with demand management as a focus
/BIODIVERSITY in policy implementation.

“A multi-regional perspective on growth and environment:

“The political ecology of biodiversity, conservation and devel- ~ The role of endogenous technology and trade Annals of Region-
opmentin Nepal's Terai: Confused meanings, means and ends.” al Science, 1998, Vol. 32, No. 1, pp.115-131. J. van den Bergh and
Ecological Economics, 1998, Vol. 24, No. 1, pp. 73-87. K. Brown,P- Nijkamp, Netherlands, argue that an important element which has
UK, argues that the term biodiversity is fraught with contested defiPeen missing from both neoclassical and endogenous growth analy-
nitions and uncertainty. The paper examines some of the difficultieses is the multiregional perspective. Their study tries to present one
that the multi-dimensional nature of the concept poses in devisingf the first attempts to fill this gap. The analysis is based on a model
conservation and development policies. It explores these issues wigf two interactive regions, with possible interaction between the two
reference to field-based research in Nepal. The case study identifigggional environments via the global environment. The implications
the different interest groups and stakeholders involved in biodiverare manifold. One is that the endogenous nature of growth is not
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only due to technology and knowledge formation but also due to th
effects of trade, resource scarcity and environmental degradatio ;; « ' ’@
Another implication is that a co-ordinated environmental policy of/ | k g /J I /

regions should address long-term sustainability, and take account I n a ' e S 0 u r n a

the positive technological and negative environmental dynamic e»

ternalities. INEW ON THE WEB
“World Trade and investment agreements: Implications for
public health.” Canadian Journal of Public Health-Revue Cana-

te, Canada, writes that the Canadian Public Health Association this, 5 javel rise (SLR) seems to be one of the more certain conse-

year adopted a resolution calling for inclusion of social clauses N ences of global climate change: under the “worst case” scenario
world trade and investment agreements. Social clauses refers to il 01 aa1 sea-level is expected to rise almost one metre by the
ternational declarations on such issues as human and labour rightsfro - 5100 affecting more than 140 million people in China and

environmental protection. Bangladesh alone. Now, an interdisciplinary team of FAO experts
has conducted a major study of the Potential impacts of sea-level rise

/RECOMMENDED JOURNAL on populations and agriculture. The authors - R. Gommes and J. du
Guerny, of FAO's Sustainable Development Department, and F.
Review of European Community and International Environ- Nachtergaele and R. Brinkman, of its Agriculture Department - re-

mental Law, Edited by: Philippe Sands, Editor-in-Chief and Ruth view SRL's demographic, physiographic and socio-economic set-
Khalastchi, Managing Editor, The Foundation for International En4ing, its direct and indirect effects, and lessons from extreme events
vironmental Law and Development (FIELD), London, UK. The of the recent past. They conclude that, given the gradual nature of
journal includes articles, case notes, book reviews, a notice-boarthe foreseen changes, populations and agriculture will gradually
documents and an index. Available from Blackwell Publishers, 10&dapt and move. “In general,” they write, “itis likely that the relative
Cowley Road, Oxford, Ox4 1JF, UK. Tel +44 (0)1865 244083.  importance of coastal disasters will decrease, even if their number
and the associated economic losses are likely to increase due to gen

eral economic development.” The publication can be found at
/SHORT BOOK REVIEWS http://www.fao.org/sd/Eldirect/Elre0045.htm
Eco-Pioneers: Practical Visionaries Solving Today’s Envi- STRATEGIES FOR RESPONDING TO THE KYOTO

ronmental Problems 1997, The MIT Press, by Steve Lerner, is a PROTOCOL: A new paper by Resources for the Future (RFF) dis-
welcome dose of therapy for researchers and practitioners lost amiSSes some of the key features of the Kyoto Protocol from an eco-
the multiply contested meanings of ‘sustainable developmentTOMIC perspective and outlines the issues that have to be addresse
Lerner’s book is an exploration of practical projects and their spont? move climate policy in a sound direction. In his paper, Strategies
sors who have succeeded in putting “a human face” on sustainabi@r Responding to the Kyoto Protocol, RFF's Michael Toman de-
development in the United States, i.e. Lerners’ ‘eco-pioneers’. HECTIbes the Kyoto Protocol as both ambitious and ambiguous. The
concludes that “Eco-pioneers will play a crucial role” in the procesd’rotocol is ambitious, Toman argues, in the sense that it attempts to
of internalizing environmental costs in the prices of goods “by de-accomplish significant Annex | emissions reductions in a relatively
veloping cost-effective ways to meet human needs while causing $10rt period of time. Itis also ambiguous because none of the mech-
minimum of damage to nature.” His subjects provide innovative ap@niSms for achieving emissions reductions are spelled out with ade-
proaches to logging, growing food, house building, redesigning ruduate detail for implementing the Protocol at reduced cost. Toman
ral communities, power generation, water conservation and rivep©INts out that some issues involve clarifying existing aspects of the

protection, hazardous waste treatment, materials reuse, and reducfpgptocol while others involve “going beyond the scope of the re-.
waste and consumption. sponse strategies envisaged in the agreement.” The paper is avail

“The Implementation and Effectiveness of International En- able athttp://www.weathervane.rff.org/negtable/index.html#paper
vironmental Commitments - Theory and Practice,” edited by GLOBAL CARBON TRADING INITIATIVE SITE: _Th_e .
David G. Victor, Kal Raustiala and Eugene B. Skolnikoff. MiT World Bank's web page on the Global Carbon Trading Initiative is
Press (April 1998). The contributors to this book examine how interOW on-line. The site is motivated by a need to provide a better un-
national environmental agreements are put into practice. Their maff€rpinning to the growing international debate. It will focus on the
concem is effectiveness-—-the degree to which such agreements lefg§owing issues: the prerequisites for creating markets for carbon
to changes in behavior that help solve environmental problem&fSets (whereby developing countries would sell carbon abatement
Their focus is on implementation at both the domestic and intern®" Sequestration services to developed countries); the_fea5|b|llty of
tional levels. Implementation is the key to effectiveness becausgSing these offset markets to promote forest conservation goals; the
these agreements aim to constrain not just governments but a wi@tential for developed country carbon taxes or quotas to induce in-
array of actors, including individuals, firms and agencies whose bedustrial migration to developing countries; the implications of alter-
havior does not change simply because governments have made fltive climate change instruments for economic growth, as well as
ternational commitments. The book includes fourteen case studiéaternational distribution of income; and the risk to investors in the
that cover eight major areas of international environmental reguld2@nk’s Carbon Investment Fund of various proposed secondary
tion: conservation and protection of fauna and flora, stratospherig'@rkets for traded carbon allowances. The site can be found at

ozone depletion; pollution in the Baltic Sea; pollution in the NorthttR://www.worldbank.org/html/prddr/prdhome/
Sea,; trade in hazardous chemicals and pesticides; air pollution in Eu- CENTER FOR ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL POLI-

rope, whaling and marine dumping of nuclear waste. CY: The Center for Energy and Environmental Policy (CEEP), the
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principal unit for graduate research and study in the fields of energy UN CHRONICLE WEB SITE: The UN Chronicle, a publica-
and environmental policy at the University of Delaware, recentlytion of the UN Department of Public Information, is now available
posted a new home pageldtp://www.udel.edu/cee@hrough the on the Web. The site contains details concerning individual issues
Graduate School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy, CEEP supportsvith links to selected articles and images. The site can be found at
graduate instruction and conducts interdisciplinary research in thettp://www.un.org/Pubs/chronicle/
areas of energy policy, environmental policy, and sustainable devel- INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT OF GLOBAL REPORT
opment. The page contains, inter alia, information on projects1997: The major part of investments into industrial development of
courses, publications and news. For more information contact: DHeveloping countries and transition economies comes from local
John Byme, Director; tel: +1 (302) 831-8405; fax: +1 (302)sources, according to this annual report published by UNIDO. It
831-3098; e-mailibbyrne@udel.edu states that loans from the domestic sector are the most important
NEW FORESTRY WEBSITE FOR SOUTHERN AFRICA: source of formal financing for industrial investment in these econo-
The SADC Forestry Sector Technical Co-ordination Unit announcemies. The report, published in English, French and Spanish, also
their new website for the forestry sector of Southern Africa. The siteotes that demand for long-term financial resources has been in-
covers the mandate of the FSTCU within the SADC, the SADC forcreasingly met by domestic equity markets in a growing number of
estry programme, policy papers, newsletters, regional database, foniddle- and high-income economies. The publication is available

estry library and more. The site is locatenditp://www.fstcu.org from UNIDO, Vienna, Austria; e-mailinido-pinfo@unido.orgln-
ROUTLEDGE’S INTERNET RESOURCE CENTRE FOR ternethttp://www.unido.org
GEOGRAPHY, ENVIRONMENT, URBAN STUDIES & AR- ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMISSION FOR WEST-

CHITECTURE: Geoworld is currently under preparation. The ERN ASIA: The new Economic and Social Commission for West-
publisher’s site will target students, teachers and researchers aath Asia (ESCWA) page contains information on publications,
will include annotated guides and links to internet sites worldwidereform, the 19th Ministerial Session, and special issues. The site, at
as well as information and resources unique to the Geo-World sitéuttp://www.escwa.org.lb/escwa/homepage ht@lso contains a
Geo-World will go live this Spring. Further information from: 1998 Calendar and press releases.
geoworld@routledge.conContributionsslloyd@routledge.com

THE UN TREATY COLLECTION ON THE INTERNET:
American Journal of International Law, 1998, Vol. 92, No. 1, by ] .
P.T.B. Kohona. The Treaty Section of the UN is engaged in a majc/ | k g ; /J ' I /
effort to disseminate its vast collection of both bilateral and multilat- I n a e S 0 u r n a’
eral treaties by electronic means, including the Internet. As a corr
plementary measure, the publication of the UN Treaty SeriepSTAFF
(UNTS) is being updated. The Treaty Section also publishes the doe
ument “Multilateral Treaties Deposited with the Secretary-Generalggitor: Chad Carpenter, LL.M.
available athttp://www.un.org/Depts/Treaty chadc@iisd.org

CENTER FOR CLEAN AIR POLICY SITE : The Center for http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/chad/chad.html
Clean Air Policy is cu_rrently dev_eloping.its Web.site. The .Center,\/lanaging Editor:
seeks to promote and implement innovative solutions to major envi-
ronmental and energy problems which balance both environmental
and economic interests. Through efforts at the state, federal, and in-
ternational levels, the Center emphasizes the need for cost-effectivedvisory Panel:
pragmatic, and comprehensive long-term solutions.The site can be
found athttp://www.ccap.org

CAIRO +5 WEB SITE: Progress and challenges in implement-
ing strategies on population and development will be the focus of
world leaders at a Special Session of the United Nations General As- _ _ _
sembly when it meets 30 June-2 July, 1999, according to a Genera{l_lnkagesljournall is prepared using Adobe Framemaker 5.5, Cor_el Photo-
Assembly resolution adopted on 18 December 1997. The Specigglntao, Acroba_lt Distiller 3.02, Adobe Acrobat Exchange3.01, Microsoft
Session, which will take place some five years after the Internationa/ord 8.0 and Lview Pro 1.D2 on a Rsystems dual-processor 200 Mhz Pen-
Conference on Population and Development (ICPD) in Cairotium Pro running Windows NT 4.0 SP3. Photos downloaded from a Kodak
Egypt, will provide a forum for world leaders to review and appraisePC-200 digital camera.
implementation of the Programme of Action. From now through Submissions, corrections, request for subscription information and corre-
June 1999, UNFPA will sponsor a series of review-related activitiespondence should be sent to the editohatic @iisd.orgThe opinions ex-
that will involve many partners--programme countries, donor counpressed in /linkages/journal/ are those of the authors and do not necessarily
tries, the UN System and representatives of civil society, includingeflect the views of 11ISD and our funders. Excerpts from /linkages/journal/
NGOs and the private sector. The review will culminate in an Intermay be used in other publications with appropriate academic citation.
national Forum, to be Convengd in the Hague, the N_therIands from/Iinkages/journal/ may not be reproduced, reprinted or posted to any sys-
8-12 February 1999. Information on events and activities related @y or service without specific permission from the International Institute

the ICPD+5 review will be regularly updated on this web page angq; systainable Developmeittio@iisd.ca This limitation includes distri-

through a monthly news bulletin starting in May 1998. The page is,ytion via Usenet News, bulletin board systems, mailing lists, print media
located ahttp://www.unfpa.org/ICPD/ICPD.HTMTo subscribe to  4nq proadcast. For more information, send a messagestic@iisd.org
the ICPD+5 news bulletin, e-maihccormick@unfpa.org

-
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Langston James “Kimo” Goree VI
kimo@iisd.org
http://www.iisd.ca/linkages/kimo/kimo.html
Wagaki Mwangi (Econews Africa)

John Waugh (IUCN)

Peter Haas, Ph.D

(University of Massachusetts at Amherst)
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(Woods Hole Research Center)
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Selected Sustainable Development Meetings
April 1998

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

| GEF Assembly - New Delhi |

[ 41st IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee - London I

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

6th Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development - NY

[ Sustainability and the Role of Impact Assessment i

in the Global Economy - Christchurch, New Zedland]

25

26

27

28

29

[ Conf.on Corporate Env. Health- NY |

30

| 6th Session of the Commission on Sustainable Development - NY |

This calendar is based on information available as of 13 April 1998 and is subject to change. For updates and corrections, contact kimo@iisd.org




Selected Sustainable Development Meetings

May 1998
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

CSD-6 - New York[

[ Global Biodiversity Forum - Bratisava |

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

| Biodiversity Convention COP-4 - Bratisava, Slovakia |
| 3rd Session of the UN Commission on Limits of the Continental Shelf - New York |
[Biodversty Forumj | | 1st European Forum on Urban Forestry - Wuppertal, Germany |

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

[ UNCTAD-Earth Council Emissions Trading Forum - London |
| Biodiversity Convention COP-4 - Bratislava, Slovakia |

| 3rd Session of the UN Commission on Limits of the Continental Shelf - New Y ork |
\ International Workshop on Comm'unity-Based Natural 'Resource Mgmt - Wéshington, DC I

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

[Int’1. Tropical Timber Council - 24th Session - Libreville, .}
| WTO Ministerial Conference - Geneva |
\ 8th Meeting of States Parties to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea- New Y ork I

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Int’l. Tropical Timber Council - 24th Session - Libreville, Gabon I

\

\ North' South Conference fér Sustainable Devel 6pment Bern, Swi tzerl and I
\ ECWATECH 98 Water Ecology & Technology Moscow I
\ 14th Mtg of the CITESAm mals Commlttee Caracas, Venezuela |

31

This calendar is based on information available as of 13 April 1998 and is subject to change. For updates and corrections, contact kimo@iisd.org



Selected Sustainable Development Meetings

June 1998
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

[ Conv. on Migratory Species Scientific Council - Netherlands |
\ Intl. Conf. on World Water Resources at the beginning of the 21st Century - Paris I

| UNFCCC Subsidiary Bodies Meetings - Bonn |
| Conference on Coastal and Marginal Seas - Paris |
| Conference on Ethics & the Culture of Development - Havana, Cuba |

7 38 9 10 11 12 13

\ Intl Conf. on Env. Consequences of War - Washington, DC |
| 6th Forum on Nature Conservation & Pastoralism - Luhacovice, Czech Rep. |
| UNFCCC Subsidiary Bodies Meetings - Bonn |

| Intl. Symposi um on Advanced Technollogy in Environmental & Natural Resources - Rovaniemi, Finland |

\ Internat'ional Syposium on R'emote Sensing of Eﬁvironment - Tromso,' Norway I
\ 5th Extraordinar'y Session of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture -Rome |

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

| 50th Session WM O Executive Council - Geneva |
| 80th IMO Council Meeting - London |

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

| 50th Session WMO Executive Council - Geneva |

28 29 30

INC-1 for Persistant Organic Pollutants - .}

This calendar is based on information available as of 13 April 1998 and is subject to change. For updates and corrections, contact kimo@iisd.org



Selected Sustainable Development Meetings

July 1998
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

INC-1 for Persistant Organic Pollutants - Montreal I

S 6 7 8 9 10 11

\ 17th Mtg Open-Ended Working Group of Parties to the Montreal Protocol - Geneva. |
| ECOSOC - New York |

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

| Pan-African Conference on Sustainable Integrated Coastal Management. - Maputo, Mozambique |
| ECOSOC - New York |

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

| ECOSOC - New York |

26 27 28 29 30 31

ECOSOC - New Y ork |

This calendar is based on information available as of 13 April 1998 and is subject to change. For updates and corrections, contact kimo@iisd.org
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