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SIGNING CEREMONY AND CLOSING OF THE 
CONFERENCE

On Tuesday afternoon, Co-Chair Szyszko presented the two 
Ministerial Statements, which were adopted by acclamation. 
Delegates then adopted the two Warsaw Resolutions, “Forests, 
Wood and Energy” and “Forests and Water,” and the Warsaw 
Declaration. A signing ceremony was held, during which 
Ministers and Heads of Delegation of the Signatory States 
signed the Warsaw Declaration and Resolutions.

Co-Chair Szyszko invited Germany and the Slovak Republic 
to replace Austria in the General Coordinating Committee 
(GCC), which has the task of facilitating and coordinating the 
work of the MCPFE. Gerhard Mannsberger, Director-General 
of the Forestry Department, Federal Ministry of Agriculture, 
Forestry, Environment and Water, Austria, said the number of 
countries on the GCC had increased from four to five due to 
the greater number of MCPFE signatories and the increased 
workload. Miroslav Jurena (Slovak Republic), and Richard 
Lammel (Germany) expressed their gratitude and accepted the 
invitations on behalf of their countries.

Co-Chair Riis-Johansen said there was an increasing 
understanding of the contribution of SFM to quality of life, 
both regionally and globally, and noted that the MCPFE, with 
its collaborating partners, can provide comprehensive input to 
Europe’s contribution to SFM.

Co-Chair Szyszko passed the MCPFE presidency to 
Norway, and lauded the achievements of MCPFE to date, 
including four Declarations and 17 Resolutions. He thanked 
participants and the Warsaw Liaison Unit, and gaveled the 
meeting to a close at 5:10pm.

EXCURSION TO KOZIENICKA FOREST 
On Wednesday, 7 November, delegates participated in an 

excursion to the Kozienicka Forest, to view practical aspects 
of forest management in Poland. While strolling through the 
forest and crossing a reservoir on the Zala River, delegates 

heard presentations on: the history of Kozienicka Forest; the 
dominant tree species and other forest biodiversity in the 
region; regional forest fire protection measures, including an 
early detection system and fire fighting actions; and climate 
change and forestry.

SUMMARY OF THE WARSAW DECLARATION, 
RESOLUTIONS AND STATEMENTS

WARSAW DECLARATION
The Declaration includes a preamble and a set of 

commitments on: benefiting the quality of life; tackling 
challenges; global-regional cooperation and partnerships; and 
putting MCPFE commitments into action.

The preamble focuses on: awareness of change of climate 
conditions and its foreseen consequences for forest ecosystems, 
and recognizes the role of forests, SFM and forests products 
in climate change mitigation and the need for adaptation; 
the importance of wood as a renewable energy source; the 
role of forests in enhancing water quality and quantity; and 
the significant contribution of SFM to the achievement 
of internationally agreed goals, including the four Global 
Objectives on Forests agreed by the UNFF.

The representatives of Signatory States and the European 
Community make a number of commitments. 

 On benefiting the quality of life, they commit to: 
ensure that forests play an active role in combating climate • 
change;
maintain and enhance forest biodiversity through SFM;• 
enhance the use of wood as a renewable raw material and • 
energy source from sustainably managed forests; and
ensure that forests play an active role in enhancing water • 
quality and quantity and mitigating floods, droughts and 
other natural hazards.
On tackling challenges, they commit to, inter alia:
strengthen the competitiveness of the forest sector;• 
raise the profile of the multiple benefits of forests;• 
ensure that all wood production, including fast growing • 
energy crops, is guided by the principles of sustainability to 
provide for fair competition between sectors;
coordinate SFM and integrated water resources • 
management;
promote good governance and forest law enforcement to • 
combat illegal logging and its associated trade; and
promote research and take effective measures to improve • 
understanding between policy makers, practitioners and the 
scientific community.
On global-regional cooperation and partnerships, they 

commit to:
share European achievements and experiences with other • 
regions;
contribute to the achievement of the four Global Objectives • 
on Forests and the implementation of the NLBI;
develop consistent inputs from the Pan-European region to • 
the UNFF’s work for 2007-2015;
strengthen collaboration of the MCPFE with the UN • 
Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 
and UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), 
and contribute to the implementation of relevant work 
programmes of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
(CBD); and
encourage joint activities with UNECE and strengthen • 
cooperation with regional bodies and processes in Europe.

Delegates during the signing of documents and closing ceremony

Delegates during the excursion to the Kozienicka Forest
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On putting MCPFE commitments into action, they commit 
to:

develop a work programme for implementing MCPFE 5 • 
commitments;
organize, with stakeholders, actions to raise public • 
awareness of the importance of forests; and 
carry out a review of the MCPFE process by MCPFE 6.• 

WARSAW RESOLUTION 1: FORESTS, WOOD AND 
ENERGY

This Resolution includes a preamble, and commitments on 
enhancing the role of the forest sector in energy production and 
mobilization of wood resources.

The preamble, inter alia: emphasizes that forest biomass, 
wood processing residues and recovered wood represent 
important sources of renewable energy that can reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions by replacing fossil fuels; notes 
the need to avoid undue distortion of competition between 
different end uses of wood; and recognizes the need to increase 
knowledge of the forest ecosystem’s role in long-term carbon 
sequestration in the context of a post-2012 climate regime.

On enhancing the role of the forest sector in energy 
production, the Signatory States and the European Community 
commit themselves to, inter alia: 

take effective measures within the SFM framework to • 
increase the use of woody biomass for energy generation, 
taking into account the importance of processing residues 
and recovered wood as renewable energy sources; 
assess environmental impacts of wood production for • 
energy; 
adjust policies and instruments, including research and • 
development, to support enabling conditions that encourage 
investments in producing and distributing bio-energy, 
increased mobilization, efficient use of wood and energy; 
strengthen the forest sector’s position in cross-• 
sectoral debates concerning energy through developing 
communication and raising awareness about present assets, 
the existing potential in the forest sector and multiple 
benefits of using wood fuel; and 
encourage partnerships among public and private forest • 
owners, forest-based industries and energy producers.
On mobilization of wood resources, they commit to:
analyze and assess the existing and potential wood resources • 
in Europe;
ensure enabling conditions for increased sustainable • 
wood production through stronger interlinking of national 
forest policies with policies on sustainable development, 
agriculture, land use, rural development, environment, 
energy and industry;
identify and remove unintended barriers to an increase of • 
sustainable wood production and mobilization in forests of 
all types of ownership;
examine different practices under SFM and promote the use • 
of a range of sustainable management systems including 
short rotation and coppice forestry, to increase wood 
mobilization to effectively address a growing demand for 
wood;
assess feasibility of mobilizing wood resources from areas • 
outside forests;
promote capacity development of the forest workforce, • 
entrepreneurs and managers in order to increase their ability 
to better respond to the needs of wood markets;

support mobilization of biomass from forests with high risk • 
of fires; and 
encourage sustainable management practices of wood • 
production outside forests.

WARSAW RESOLUTION 2: FORESTS AND WATER
This Resolution includes a preamble, and commitments 

on: SFM in relation to water; coordinating policies on forests 
and water; forests, water and climate change; and economic 
valuation of water-related forest services.

The preamble, inter alia, expresses concern with the 
increase in forest fires, the effects of climate change on the 
frequency and intensity of fire hazards, and the growing 
imbalance between freshwater supply and demand. It stresses 
the need for adequate water conditions to sustain European 
society, and the role of forests and forest management in 
protecting and managing water quality and quantity, combating 
desertification and protecting soils. It further emphasizes 
that the full economic value of forests has to be adequately 
recognized, in particular the value of providing ecosystem 
services, and the need to involve local communities and other 
relevant stakeholders in planning and implementing water-
related forest policies.

On SFM in relation to water, the Signatory States and the 
European Community commit to: 

maintain and enhance protective functions of forests • 
for water and soil, including through public and private 
partnerships; 
assess afforestation and reforestation programmes in terms • 
of their effects on quality and quantity of water resources, 
flood alleviation and soil; and
promote the restoration of degraded forests for the benefit • 
of the water environment, flood reduction, biodiversity 
conservation and soil protection.
On coordinating policies on forests and water, they commit 

to:
develop and improve policies for forest and water resources • 
management that contribute to maintaining ecosystems and 
sustainably provide services, and coordinate these policies 
through NFPs, integrating water resources management 
plans and strategies at appropriate levels;
develop adequate or improve the existing institutional • 
arrangements to better cooperate in addressing the 
interrelation between forest and water issues;
address the management of forests and water at the • 
transboundary watershed level through enhanced 
international cooperation; and 
increase awareness of the relationship between forests and • 
water.
On forests, water and climate change, they commit to: 

develop a deeper understanding of climate change’s potential 
consequences on forest and water interactions, including 
desertification, biodiversity loss, flooding, storms, droughts, 
forest fires, pests and diseases; and develop appropriate 
policies and strategies for managing forests and water 
resources sustainably to adapt to climate change and contribute 
to its mitigation.

On economic valuation of water-related forest services, they 
commit to:

assess the economic value of forest services related • 
to quality and quantity of water resources and flood 
alleviation;
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incorporate this economic valuation into relevant policies • 
and strategies on forests and water; and
facilitate the development and implementation of measures • 
which may include economic tools such as payments for 
ecosystem services, to broaden and diversify the financial 
basis for SFM and maintain the protective function of 
forests.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS
In the first Statement, Ministers declare the week of 20-24 

October 2008 to be the Pan-European Forest Week 2008. The 
Statement says that this week should increase the visibility of 
forests and the forest sector, and raise awareness about their 
important contribution. To this end, it encourages governments 
and stakeholders to organize actions at all levels. 

In the second Statement, Ministers express their sympathy 
and solidarity with the people and governments of Southern 
Europe, who recently suffered from the effects of forest fires, 
with special reference to the disasters in Greece in the summer 
of 2007. They express readiness to prevent such forest fires 
and to restore the potential of the affected areas.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
FIFTH ROUNDTABLE MEETING ON SUSTAINABLE 

PALM OIL: PROMOTING THE GROWTH, TRADE IN 
AND USE OF SUSTAINABLE PALM OIL: This meeting 
will take place from 20-22 November 2007 in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. It will discuss the latest developments in bringing 
sustainable palm oil to the marketplace and developing, 
verifying, and implementing global standards on sustainable 
palm oil production. Of special interest will be the unveiling of 
the Roundtable’s Certification System, which is expected to be 
a significant step in opening the door to creating a sustainable 
palm oil market. For more information, contact: Ng Lay Mei, 
RT5 Secretariat; tel: +603-2168-8887; fax: +603-2168-8886; 
e-mail: Rt5@groundbreakers.com.my; internet: http://www.
rspo.org/5th_Roundtable_Meeting_(RT5)_on_Sustainable_
Palm_Oil.aspx

IUFRO TRAINING WORKSHOP: WORKING 
EFFECTIVELY AT THE INTERFACE OF FOREST 
SCIENCE AND FOREST POLICY: This meeting will 
take place from 4-6 December 2007 in Muguga/Nairobi, 
Kenya. Jointly organized by the International Union of Forest 
Research Organizations (IUFRO) and the Forestry Research 
Network of Sub-Saharan Africa (FORNESSA), the workshop 
will aim to provide concepts and methods to researchers on 
how to plan, conduct and organize research activities so that 
results can more quickly and easily be transformed into usable 
information for problem-solving and policy-making. For more 
information, contact: IUFRO Headquarters; tel: +43-1-877-
01-51-0; fax: +43+1-877-01-51-50; e-mail: office@iufro.org; 
internet: http://www.iufro.org/science/special/spdc/actpro/
wkspmal07/trainwshpnairobi/

FOREST DAY: SHAPING THE GLOBAL AGENDA 
FOR FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE: The “Forest 
Day” event will take place on 8 December 2007 in Bali, 
Indonesia, in parallel with the 13th session of the Conference 
of the Parties to the UNFCCC. The event is an international 
forum on forest and climate change policies at the global, 
national and local levels. For more information, contact: 
Rachel Carmenta, CIFOR; tel: +62-251-622-6222; fax: 

+62-251-622-100; e-mail: r.carmenta@cgiar.org; internet: 
http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/Events/COP-ForestDay/Introduction.
htm

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT AND 
POVERTY ALLEVIATION: ROLES OF TRADITIONAL 
FOREST-RELATED KNOWLEDGE: This conference 
will be held from 17-20 December 2007 in Kunming, China. 
Organized by the IUFRO, FAO and others, the conference 
will provide a platform for the sharing of information and 
exchanging experiences related to traditional forest-related 
knowledge (TFRK) in the Asia-Pacific region, and will 
highlight the importance of TFRK in achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals and SFM. For more information, contact: 
Liu Jinlong, Chinese Academy of Forestry; e-mail: liujl@caf.
ac.cn; internet: http://www.iufro.org/download/file/1928/3500/
kunming07-tftfk-1st-announcemt-call.doc

DELHI SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT SUMMIT 
(DSDS) 2008: SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND 
CLIMATE CHANGE: This meeting will be held from 
7-9 February 2008 in New Delhi, India. DSDS will offer 
a platform for leading figures from the North and South to 
address the vital issues of climate change and sustainable 
development, and to set the stage for an intensified search 
for global solutions. For more information, contact: The 
Summit Secretariat, Terrestrial Ecosystems Research Initiative; 
tel: +91-11-24682100 / 41504900; fax: +91-11-24682144 / 
24682145; e-mail: dsds@teri.res.in; internet: http://www.teriin.
org/dsds/2008/index.htm

SIXTEENTH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: This meeting will 
be held from 5-16 May 2008 at UN Headquarters in New 
York, US. The review session will focus on agriculture, rural 
development, land, drought, desertification and Africa. For 
more information, contact: DESA Secretariat; tel: +1-212-963-
8102; fax: +1-212-963-4260; e-mail: dsd@un.org; internet: 
http://www.un.org/esa/sustdev/csd

EIGHTH SESSION OF THE UN FORUM ON 
FORESTS: UNFF 8 will take place from 20 April 2009 - 1 
May 2009 at UN Headquarters in New York, US. Agenda items 
include working to reach agreement on a decision on voluntary 
global financial mechanisms, a portfolio approach and a forest 
financing framework. For more information, contact: tel: +1 
212 963 3160 / 3401; fax: +1 917 367 3186; e-mail: unff@
un.org; internet: http://www.un.org/esa/forests/session.html

Musicians play for participants at the meeting
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