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TRANSBOUNDARY PESTS AND DISEASES: This 
roundtable (HLC/08/INF/7) was co-chaired by Sharad Pawar, 
Union Minister for Agriculture and Minister of Consumer 
Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, India, and Jim Anderton, 
Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, New Zealand. 
In this session, calls were heard for a global platform to 
address transboundary animal diseases, early detection and 
warning systems and rapid response mechanisms. Participants 
identified the need for: cost-effectiveness and cost-benefit 
analyses of potential measures to tackle the food crisis; the 
incorporation of farmers’ knowledge into these measures; 
capacity building; and a focus on biodiversity protection. 
Science-based policies and the incorporation of traditional 
knowledge into decision making to control pests and diseases 
were also advocated.

BIOENERGY AND FOOD SECURITY: This roundtable 
(HLC/08/INF/3), with Co-Chairs Gerda Verburg, Minister of 
Agriculture, Nature and Food 
Quality, the Netherlands, 
and Guillermo Salazar, 
Minister of Agricultural 
Development, Panama, 
reflected disagreements 
regarding the development 
and production of biofuels. 
The suggestion by one panelist 
that even second-generation 
biofuels will displace food 
crops was met with opposition, 
with some participants 
highlighting strategies to 
both encourage biofuels, and 
secure food supplies and 
environmental protection. Suggestions were made concerning 
the development of sustainability criteria and systematic 
research and development efforts. Participants were asked to 
consider inequitable energy consumption patterns, with some 
advocating a more cautious approach to biofuels.

A summary of these roundtables is available at: 
http://www.iisd.ca/ymb/wfs/html/ymbvol150num3e.html

DECLARATION OF THE HIGH-LEVEL 
CONFERENCE ON WORLD FOOD SECURITY: On 
Tuesday, the COW met to discuss the draft declaration of 
the High-Level Conference on World Food Security: The 
Challenges of Climate Change and Bioenergy, as prepared 
by the Informal Open-Ended Contact Group. Henri Djombo, 
Minister of Forestry and Environment of the Congo, acting on 
behalf of COW Chair Denis Sassou N’Guesso, emphasized 
the high expectations of the whole world regarding the 
current process. The debate started out with some substantive 
discussion, with one delegate raising concerns about naming 
only a few of the causes of high food prices, and asking for 
more general language to be used. However, procedural issues 
dominated the session, and led to the re-convening of the 
Contact Group to continue negotiating the text.

On Wednesday, the Contact Group continued discussion 
of the draft, with the ensuing text re-submitted to the COW 
by Contact Group Co-Chairs Ibrahim Abu Atileh (Jordan) 
and David Hegwood (US) in an evening session. Delegates 
discussed at length whether to adopt the draft declaration en 
bloc, so as not to reopen the debate. Most delegates seemed to 
prefer this option, but one regional group could not agree with 
the latest version of the text. Substantive debate centered on 
whether to include references to: “restrictive” measures that 
could increase the volatility of international prices; initiatives 
under the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 

(UNFCCC); unilateral actions in breach of international law 
that threaten food security; and the Mauritius Strategy for the 
Sustainable Development of SIDS. No consensus was reached 
on these issues, and the session was suspended. 

On Thursday morning, delegates resumed their discussion 
but could not reach agreement, despite an additional 
suspension for consultations in regional groups. COW Chair 
Sassou N’Guesso, convened a closed meeting with the heads 
of these groups in an attempt to reach consensus. In the 
meantime delegates engaged in informal consultations.

The COW reconvened, after a four-hour recess, to adopt 
the COW report and approve the draft declaration. Rapporteur 
Salvador Jiménez presented his draft report (HLC/08/REP). 
The COW adopted it with the minor additions of references to 
side events that had been held and to the draft Comprehensive 
Framework for Action. Delegates then refocused on the draft 
declaration, which was to be appended to the COW report.

As positions remained entrenched, the Congo and Zambia 
lamented the indecisiveness of the COW, noting the urgency of 
world hunger.

The representatives of the EU, Africa, Asia, the Near East, 
North America and the Southwest Pacific, as well as several 
other delegates, supported adopting the Declaration en bloc. 
They noted that continued negotiations on the text would stall 
further progress. 

Argentina and Cuba condemned the lack of an objective 
analysis of the causes of the food crisis, with Argentina 
stating that “when one starts out on the basis of a mistaken 
diagnosis, then no appropriate remedy can be found.” They 
identified the true causes of hunger as, inter alia: distorted 
agricultural policies and trade barriers; high subsidies to 
production and export; unsustainable patterns of consumption 
and production in the North; and “sinister strategies” of using 
grains as fuel. Venezuela regretted that the proposed reference 
to the UNFCCC was not included in the draft, calling it the 
only legally-binding instrument that reflects the genuine 
commitment of powerful countries to addressing the issues of 
climate change and bioenergy.

Several Latin American countries said they would not 
block consensus in adopting the Declaration, with Venezuela 
regretting that “an opportunity was lost” to combat the 
“structural problem” of hunger. These countries requested, and 
delegates agreed, that their statements be appended to the final 
Conference report. Delegates finally approved, by acclamation, 
the draft declaration: without the proposed deletion of 
reference to “restrictive” measures; without reference to the 

Participants during Wednesday’s COW session

Co-Chair Gerda Verburg, 
Minister of Agriculture, 
Nature and Food Quality, the 
Netherlands

On Thursday, the COW reconvened at 6:45 to adopt its report. The 
EU, however, asked for suspension of the meeting as some of its 
member countries were still deliberating the draft declaration.
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UNFCCC or unilateral actions in breach of international law; 
and including a reference to the Mauritius Strategy on SIDS. 
Chair Sassou N’Guesso, formally adjourned the meeting of the 
COW.

Final Declaration: The Declaration of the High-Level 
Conference on World Food Security: the Challenges of 
Climate Change and Bioenergy (HLC/08/REP/Add1) contains 
five introductory paragraphs, and three sections outlining 
priorities and proposed activities for: immediate and short-term 
measures; medium- and long-term measures; and monitoring 
and review. The Declaration also contains a concluding 
paragraph.

In the introductory paragraphs, the High-Level Conference 
on World Food-Security reaffirms the conclusions of the 1996 
World Food Summit and the objective, confirmed by the World 
Food Summit: Five Years Later, of achieving food security for 
all, with an immediate view to reducing by half the number of 
undernourished people by no later than 2015, and reaffirms the 
commitment to achieving the MDGs. The Declaration outlines 
the purposes of the High-Level Conference, stating that the 
international community needs to take urgent and coordinated 
action to combat the negative impacts of soaring food prices on 
the world’s most vulnerable countries and populations.

On immediate and short-term measures, the Declaration 
states that the global food situation calls for a strong 
commitment from governments as well as from all other 
stakeholders. It calls upon donors and the UN System to 
increase their assistance to developing countries, and outlines 
two main short-term priorities: responding urgently to requests 
for assistance from affected countries; and immediately 
supporting agricultural production and trade. Regarding the 
priority to increase assistance, the Declaration states that:

relevant UN agencies should be assured the resources to • 
expand and enhance their food assistance and support 
programmes to address hunger and malnutrition;
appropriate regional organizations should enhance their • 
cooperation;
all efforts by governments and NGOs should be synergized • 
with those of multilateral organizations to deal with the 
continuum from urgent to long-term assistance;
national and international efforts should be made to ensure • 
that international emergency food assistance is delivered as 
quickly and efficiently as possible to populations in stress; 
and
to facilitate adjustment to higher food prices, donors and • 
international financial institutions should provide balance of 
payments support and/or budget support to food-importing, 
low-income countries. The relevant international institutions 
are called upon to simplify the eligibility procedures for 
existing financial mechanisms to support agriculture and 
environment.

Regarding the priority to support agricultural production and 
trade, the Declaration states that:

all relevant organizations and cooperating countries should • 
be prepared to assist countries to put in place revised 
policies and measures to help farmers, particularly small-
scale producers, increase production and integrate with 
local, regional and international markets;
South-South cooperation must be encouraged;• 
development partners are invited to participate in • 
international and regional activities, for instance by giving 
farmers in low-income, food-deficit countries access to 
appropriate locally-adapted seeds, fertilizers, animal feeds 
and other inputs, as well as technical assistance, to increase 
production;

development partners are called upon to undertake • 
initiatives to moderate unusual fluctuations in food prices; 
WTO members reaffirm their commitment to the rapid and • 
successful conclusion of the Doha Development Agenda 
and reiterate their willingness to reach comprehensive and 
ambitious results that would be conducive to developing 
countries; 
implementing an aid for trade package should provide a • 
valuable complement to the Doha Development Agenda; 
and
participants to the High-Level Conference will strive to • 
ensure that food, agricultural trade and overall trade policies 
are conducive to fostering food security for all, and reaffirm 
the need to minimize the use of restrictive measures that 
could increase the volatility of international prices.
On medium- and long-term measures, the Declaration states 

that the current crisis has highlighted the vulnerability of the 
world’s food systems to shocks, and that it is vital to combine 
medium- and long-term measures. The following measures are 
identified:

a people-centered policy framework supportive of the poor • 
and of livelihoods in developing countries, and increased 
investment in agriculture;
increased resilience of food production systems to • 
challenges posed by climate change, with a focus on 
maintaining biodiversity for sustaining future production 
performance; 
the prioritization by governments of the agricultural, • 
forestry and fisheries sectors, to enable smallholder farmers 
and fishers, including indigenous people, particularly in 
vulnerable areas, to benefit from financial mechanisms and 
investment flows to support climate change adaptation, 
mitigation, and technology development, transfer and 
dissemination;
increased investment in science and technology for food • 
and agriculture and the establishment of supportive policies 
and governance structures in accordance with the Monterrey 
Consensus;
continued efforts toward liberalizing international trade in • 
agriculture by reducing trade barriers and market-distorting 
policies; 
addressing the challenges and opportunities posed by • 
biofuels and fostering a coherent, effective and results-
oriented international dialogue on biofuels; and
in-depth studies to ensure that production and use of • 
biofuels is in accordance with the three pillars of sustainable 
development and takes into account the need to achieve and 
maintain global food security.
This section also reaffirms the Mauritius Strategy for 

the Sustainable Development of SIDS and calls for its 
implementation in the context of the challenges of climate 
change and food security. 

On monitoring and review, the Declaration:
requests FAO, in close partnership with WFP, the • 
International Fund for Agricultural Development and 
other relevant international organizations, including those 
participating in the High-Level Task Force on the Global 
Food Security Crisis and in collaboration with governments, 
civil society and the private sector, to monitor and analyze 
world food security and develop strategies to improve it; and
stresses the importance of the effective and efficient use • 
of the resources of the UN system, and other relevant 
international organizations.
In the concluding paragraph, delegates firmly resolve to 

use all means to alleviate the suffering caused by the current 
crisis, to stimulate food production and to increase investment 
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in agriculture. They further commit to addressing obstacles to 
food access and to using the planet’s resources sustainably, for 
present and future generations. 

CLOSING PLENARY
On Thursday evening, Vice-Chair Denis Sassou N’Guesso, 

chaired the closing plenary. After his invitation, delegates 
adopted en bloc and by acclamation the report (HLC/08/REP) 
and the Declaration of the High-Level Conference (HLC/08/
REP/Add1).

FAO Director General Diouf praised delegates’ hard work 
on reaching a difficult compromise. He said that they had 
achieved the desired results, highlighting the high attendance 
to the Conference and the reconfirmation of the commitment 
to the MDGs. He noted that delegates had not only looked at 
urgent problems but also analyzed the underlying structural 
problems of the food crisis. He noted the significant pledges 
received from the African Development Bank, the World Bank, 
the Islamic Development Bank, France, Japan, Kuwait, the 
Netherlands, Spain, Venezuela, the UK and the US. 

Vice-Chair Sassou N’Guesso congratulated Diouf on 
successfully mobilizing decision makers and experts from 

around the world 
and expressed hope 
that the pledges 
received so far will 
encourage others. 
He stressed the 
need for flexible 
and accessible 
financing and 
innovative 
mechanisms that 
can lead to an 

agricultural revolution.
The US congratulated countries on adopting the Declaration, 

noting that it will support expanded food production, progress 
toward trade liberalization, and investments in science and 
technology. He welcomed the recognition of issues on the 
challenges and opportunities of biofuels, and said the US is 
committed to their sustainable production and use. Ecuador 
congratulated those who had “worked behind the scenes.”

Vice-Chair Sassou N’Guesso congratulated delegates, noted 
their spirit of friendship, and closed the Conference at 9:37 pm.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
G8 ENERGY MINISTERS’ MEETING: This meeting of 

the eight leading industrialized nations’ (G8) energy ministers 
will take place in Aomori City, Japan, from 7-8 June 2008. The 
meeting will convene in preparation for the 2008 G8 Summit, 
to be held 7-9 July 2008 in Hokkaido, Japan. For more 
information, contact: Mr. Masunaga, Energy Ministers Meeting 
2008 Office, Japanese Agency for Natural Resources and 
Energy; tel: +81-3-3580-4608; fax: +81-3-3580-8575; internet: 
http://www.enecho.meti.go.jp/english/080602.htm

G8 SUMMIT: This summit of the eight leading 
industrialized nations (G8) will convene in Hokkaido, Japan, 
from 7-9 July 2008. For more information, contact: Japanese 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, tel: +81- 3-3580-3311; internet: 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/policy/economy/summit/2008/info/
index.html

TENTH WORLD RENEWABLE ENERGY 
CONGRESS: This Congress will be held in Glasgow, 
Scotland, UK, from 19-25 July 2008. For more information, 

contact: A. Sayigh, World Renewable Energy Congress/
Network; tel: +44-1273-625-643; fax: +44-1273-625-768; 
e-mail: asayigh@netcomuk.co.uk; internet: http://www.wrenuk.
co.uk/wrecx.html

ECOSOC SUBSTANTIVE SESSION: The 2008 
substantive session of the UN Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) will convene at UN Headquarters in New York, 
US, from 30 June - 24 July 2008. The session will include a 
High-Level Segment (30 June - 3 July), which will involve 
the Development Cooperation Forum and Annual Ministerial 
Review; the Dialogue with Executive Secretaries of the 
Regional Commissions (7 July); the Coordination Segment 
(7-9 July); the Operational Activities Segment (10-14 July); the 
Humanitarian Affairs Segment (15-17 July); and the General 
Segment (18-24 July). For more information, contact: Jennifer 
DeLaurentis, Secretary of ECOSOC, Department for General 
Assembly Affairs and Conference Management, ECOSOC 
Affairs Branch; tel: +1-212-963-4640; fax: +1-212-963-5935; 
internet: http://www.un.org/ecosoc/

HIGH-LEVEL EVENT ON THE MILLENNIUM 
DEVELOPMENT GOALS: The UN Secretary-General and 
the President of the UN General Assembly are organizing a 
High-Level Event on the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs) on 25 September 2008, at UN Headquarters in 
New York, US. The Summit seeks to be the central political 
development event of the year, setting the tone for the Doha 
Financing for Development Conference in late 2008. It aims 
to mobilize world leaders, including Heads of State, major 
business leaders, civil society and religious leaders, the heads 
of foundations, and other stakeholders, to agree on the practical 
steps needed to achieve the MDGs. The central objective of 
the Summit is to gather commitments for concrete initiatives 
from all participants that will translate their promise to support 
the MDGs into action on the ground. For more information, 
contact: UN Non-Governmental Liaison Service; tel: +1-212-
963-3125; fax: +1-212-963-8712; e-mail: ngls@un.org; 
internet: http://www.un-ngls.org/

UNCCD CRIC-7 AND CST-9: The seventh session of 
the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the 
Convention (CRIC-7) will convene from 3-14 November 2008, 
in Istanbul, Turkey. The ninth session of the Committee on 
Science and Technology (CST-9) shall be held in conjunction 
with this session of the CRIC. For more information, contact: 
UNCCD Secretariat; tel: +49-228-815-2800; fax: +49-228-
815 2898; e-mail: secretariat@unccd.int; internet: http://www.
unccd.int

2008 EU PRESIDENCY RENEWABLE ENERGY 
POLICY FORUM: This forum will take place from 17-22 
November 2008, in Paris, France. The event will provide a 
major platform for discussion of the European Renewable 
Energy Directive. For more information, contact: Sophie 
Liberatore; tel: +32-2-546-19-33; fax: +32-2-546-19-34; 
e-mail: sophie.liberatore@ec.europa.eu; internet: http://www.
erec.org/nc/calendar-of-events/

FOURTEENTH CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES 
TO THE UNFCCC AND FOURTH MEETING OF THE 
PARTIES TO THE KYOTO PROTOCOL: These meetings 
are scheduled to take place in Poznañ, Poland, from 1-12 
December 2008, and will coincide with the 29th meetings 
of the UNFCCC’s subsidiary bodies. For more information, 
contact: UNFCCC Secretariat; tel: +49-228-815-1000; fax: 
+49-228-815-1999; e-mail: secretariat@unfccc.int; internet: 
http://unfccc.int/meetings/unfccc_calendar/items/2655.
php?year=2008

L-R: Jacques Diouf, FAO Director-General, 
and Henri Djombo, Minister of Forestry and 
Environment of the Congo
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