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SUMMARY OF THE 3RD WORLD WATER
FORUM & MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE:
16-23 MARCH 2003

The 3rd World Water Forum met from 16-23 March 2003in
Kyoto, Osakaand Shiga, Japan, and was organized jointly by the
World Water Council and the Government of Japan. The Ministe-
rial Conference on the occasion of the Forum, organized by the
Government of Japan, took placefrom 22-23 Marchin Kyoto.
Representativesfrom over 170 countriesaswell as participants
from UN agencies, inter-governmental organizations (1GOs) and
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), academia, businessand
industry, youth organizations and mediaoutl ets attended the e ght-
day meetingin Kyoto, Osakaand Shiga, threecitieslocated inthe
LakeBiwaand Yodo River Basin Area. During the Ministerial
Conference, delegatesconsidered aMinisterial Declaration and
launched a Portfolio of Water Actions. A Senior Official’s
M eeting washeld on Wednesday, 19 March and Thursday, 20
March to discussthe Ministerial Declaration. On Friday, 21
March, aDial ogue between Forum participantsand Ministerswas
held in two roundsto discuss challengesin water and poverty and
post-Forum actions. A Water Fair and Festival “Mizu-En” took
placethroughout the meeting, including a Water Expo, along with
other cultural events, three award ceremoniesand aceremony for
the 3rd World Water Forum Memorial Forest.

From Monday, 16 March, to Friday, 21 March, participants
met in 351 sessions organized around 33 themes and five Regional
Days. Themeissuesincluded arange of topicsrelated to water
including: climate; supply, sanitation, hygieneand water pollu-
tion; cultural diversity; nature and environment; cities; gover-
nance; floods; integrated water resources management and basin
management; peace; agriculture and food; poverty; financing
water infrastructure; and dams and sustai nabl e devel opment.
During thefive Regional Days, sessionswere held on water issues
related specifically to Africa, Asiaand Pacific, the Americas, the
Middle East and M editerranean, and Europe. The Forum
concluded on Sunday, 23 March, following i ssue of apreliminary
Summary Forum Statement, drafted by the 3rd World Water
Forum’s Secretariat.

On Saturday, 22 March, and Sunday, 23 March, delegatesto
theMinisterial Conference convenedin Kyototo discussfive
themesin sub-groups:. safe drinking water and sanitation; water
for food and devel opment; water pollution prevention and
ecosystem conservation; disaster mitigation and risk management;
and water resources management and benefit sharing. The Confer-
ence closed on Sunday following adoption of aMinisterial Decla-
ration and aPortfolio of Water Actions.

Thisreport summarizesthe outcomes and issues discussed at
the Forum and Ministerial Conference, structuredin chronological
order and by discussion themes.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF GLOBAL WATER ISSUES

Freshwater isafiniteresourceimperativefor sustainable
devel opment, economic growth, socia stability, world health and
poverty eradication. Convened every threeyears, the World Water
Forum was created by the World Water Council (WWC) to discuss
theseimportant issues. The WWC isaninternational water policy
think tank established in 1996 to respond to pressureson the
Earth’sfreshwater resources. The Forum'’sobjectivesareto: raise
theimportance of water on the political agenda; support the deep-
ening of discussionstoward the solution of international water
issuesinthe 21st Century; formulate concrete proposal's; and
generate political commitment.

PREVIOUSWATER FORUMS: Thefirst World Water
Forum, heldin Marrakesh, Morocco, in March 1997, mandated
the WW(C to develop along-term Vision on Water, Lifeand the
Environment for the 21st Century. The Second World Water
Forummet in The Hague, the Netherlands, in March 2000. The
resulting Declarationidentified key challengesfor thefuture as
meeting basin water needs, securing food supply, protecting
ecosystems, sharing water resources, managing risks, and valuing
and governing water wisely. InthisDeclaration, Ministers agreed
to review progress onimplementation onaregular basisand
provide support to the UN systemto periodically re-assessthe
state of freshwater resources.

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON FRESH-
WATER: Under thetheme of “Water — A Key to Sustainable
Development,” the International Conference on Freshwater
convened in Bonn in December 2002, in preparation for the World
Summit on Sustainable Devel opment (WSSD). The Conference
was held ten years after the Dublin International Conference on
Water and the Environment, which provided input on freshwater
issuesfor the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Develop-
ment.

Multistakeholder dial ogues addressed the themes of equitable
accessand sustainable supply of water for the poor, strategiesfor
sustai nable and equitabl e management of water resourcesand
integration of gender perspectives, whileworking groups consid-
ered the crosscutting issues of : governance, integrated manage-
ment and new partnerships; mobilizing financial resources; and
capacity development and technology transfer. Ministersa so met
to consider the equitable and sustainabl e use of water resources,
and the mobilization of financial resourcesfor infrastructure.

UNMILLENNIUM SUMMIT: Atthe UN Millennium
Summit in September 2000, world |eaders adopted the Millen-
nium Declaration containing eight Millennium Devel opment
Goals(MDGs), one of which wasto halve the proportion of
peoplelivingin poverty and suffering from hunger by 2015.
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Governmentsal so pledged to meet 18 targets, including the target
to halvethe proportion of peoplewithout accessto safedrinking
water by 2015.

WORLD SUMMIT ON SUSTAINABLE DEVEL OP-
MENT (WSSD): World leaders convening in Johannesburg at the
WSSD in 2002 took the MDG target on safe drinking water astep
further by agreeing to halvethe number of peoplelacking
adequate sanitation by 2015. Other water-rel ated targetsin the
WSSD Plan of Implementation include the commitment to
developintegrated water resources management and water effi-
ciency planshby 2005. In additionto these political commitments,
governments, lending agenciesand international organizations
alsolaunched several voluntary partnershipsandinitiatives (Type
Il outcomes) intheareaof water and sanitation.

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF FRESHWATER: Inan
effort to rai se awareness and initiate action on managing and
protecting theworld’s clean water resources, the UN General
Assembly proclaimed 2003 the International Year of Freshwater.
Accordingtothe UN, 1.2 billion peoplelivewithout accessto
freshwater, 2.4 billion peoplelack proper sanitation and, if current
trendspersist, the UN estimatesthat two-thirdsof theworld's
population will beliving with severewater shortagesby 2025. In
addition, the UN estimatesthat 3 million peopledie each year
from diseases caused by unsafe water.

REPORT OF THE 3RD WORLD WATER FORUM

OPENING CEREM ONIES: Ryutaro Hashimoto, Chair of
the National Steering Committee of the 3rd World Water Forum,
opened the Forum in Kyoto on Sunday, 16 March. He stressed the
importance of dialogue and the need for concrete actionson water
issues. Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, World Water Council (WWC) Presi-
dent, said the Forum provides an opportunity to assesswork on
water issues. Crown Prince Naruhito of Japan noted that the water
crisisisexpected to becomemore severe. Prince Moulay Rachid
of Morocco remarked on the need to establish good governance
over water resources. Prince of Orange Willem Alexander of the
Netherlands highlighted the need for more investment inthe water
sector. InhisMemorial Speech, Crown Prince Naruhito addressed
the historical importance of water transport inthe Lake Biwaand
Yodo River Basin. In avideo address, President of France Jacques
Chirac called on governmentsto recognizethe humanright to
water.

Prince Moulay Rachid then presented the King Hassan || Great
World Water Prizeto Mahmoud Abu-Zeid (Egypt) and Jerson
Kelman (Brazil) for their contributionsin water resources
management and devel opment.

On Tuesday, 18 March, Ryutaro Hashimoto opened the Forum
in Osaka. Mahmoud Abu-Zeid highlighted inadequate and unsafe
water asabottleneck to devel opment. Fidel Ramos, former Presi-
dent of the Republic of the Philippines, emphasized the need to
compensate thoseimpacted by infrastructure development. Fusae
Ohta, Governor of Osaka Prefecture and President of the Osaka
Committee of the Forum, highlighted the shared water resources
of thethreecitieshosting the Forum. AnnaTibaijuka, UN-
HABITAT Executive Director, stated that resolving water issuesis
key to devel oping sustainable human settlements.

On Thursday, 20 March, Ryutaro Hashimoto opened the
Forumin Shiga. René Coulomb, WWC Vice-President, saidinter-
national organizations must facilitate the resol ution of water
conflicts. Princess Takamado of Japan emphasi zed that water
should be managed at thebasin level. Mikhail Gorbachev, Green
CrossInternational President, stressed the need for more political

will. Yoshitsugu Kunimatsu, Governor of ShigaPrefecture, said
that future generations shouldinherit “ mother Lake Biwa’ undam-
aged.

THEMES

The Forum’s 38 Themeswere categorized into I ssues, Topics,
Specia Programmes, Mg or Groupsand Regional Days; 351
sessions convened around these Themes. Dueto overlapping
sessions, ForumBulletin coverage was limited to asel ection of
sessionsfrom some of the 38 Themes. Thisreport’s summaries of
these Themesinclude detail s of discussions; thosein the category
“Issues’ not attended by ForumBulletin writers have been
summarizedinlessdetail. Final Theme Statementsfor anumber
of themeswere not available at thetime of publishing thisreport;
draft Theme Statementsare therefore summarized instead. Final
Theme Statementsfor all themeswill beavailableat http://
www.world.water-forum3.org/.

WATER AND CLIMATE: Thisthemewas convened by the
International Secretariat of the Dial ogue on Water and Climate
(DWC) from 16-17 March, with participants meeting in opening
and closing plenariesand 11 sessions. The sessionsdiscussed,
inter alia: what science can offer; water insmall isand States;
risk, insurance and finance; building capacity to cope; integrated
monitoring of theworld’sfreshwater to addresstheimpacts of
global warming; water cycleresearch and observational activities
for understanding climate and water resources management and
sustai nable devel opment; and adapting water management to
climate change.

During the sessions, participants discussed theresults of the
DWC, highlighting theimportance of enhancing collaboration
between the climate and water communitiesand building on alli-
ances created through the dialogue. Several participantsdrew
attention to the water-rel ated vul nerabilities of devel oping coun-
triesand theimpact of climate change on the hydrological cycle.
Participantsal so highlighted the need for, inter alia: site-specific
water management practices; better precipitation models; theinte-
gration of disaster preparednessinto sustai nable devel opment
programmes, theidentification and enhancement of local coping
capacities; international cooperation; and creative mechanismsfor
funding adaptation strategies.

Theme Statement: Thetheme statement acknowledgesthat
the consequences of climate change on water affects many sectors,
including health and sanitation, food security, energy and nature. It
notesthat everyoneisaffected, but the greatest impactsareon the
poor and remote, and that climate variability and weather
extremeswill derail achievement of theMDGs. The statement
stresses the need to increase greenhouse gas abatement effortsand
initiate actionsfor coping with climatevariability. It also states
that agreater appreciation of climateissuesamong water policy-
makers, water managersand society isthe basisfor effective
actions.

The statement recommends, inter alia: continuing greenhouse
gasmitigation effortsand enhancing policies and measurestoward
climate change adaptati on; continuing the multistakehol der
approach at national, basin and regional levelsto prepare adapta-
tion action plans; implementing thewater and climate agenda
under the Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM)
framework; devel oping national, basin and regional capacitiesand
securing financial support for preparing and implementing
national water sector adaptation plans; creating a“ Water and
Climate Alliance”; establishing a“ Water and Climate Associated
Programme” under the GWP; mainstreaming climate changeand
variability considerationsinto national water and land manage-
ment policiesand practices; and reversing thetrend of deterio-
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rating in-situ datacollection and observational networks. It also
recommends enhancing effortsto integrate and mainstream
“Water and Climate Associated Programme” initiativeswith
related processes, including the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change'sfourth assessment report and national communi-
cationsby Partiesto the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC), and disaster preparedness and management
strategies.

The statement al so containsan Annex listing thewater and
climate-related commitments of various States, | GOs, NGOs,
research institutions and businesses.

WATER SUPPLY, SANITATION,HYGIENE AND
WATER POLLUTION: Thisthemewasconvened by the Water
Supply and Sanitation Collaborative Council (WSSCC), World
Health Organization (WHO), UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF),
Japan Water Research Center and Japan Sewerage Committeefor
the Forum. Twenty-one sessionsmet from 16-17 March to discuss,
inter alia: water, sanitation and hygiene; wastewater manage-
ment, treatment and water pollution; arsenic contamination;
ecological sanitation; household security and quality; and sustain-
ableand securewater delivery.

In several sessions, participants agreed that the Ministerial
Declaration should include acommitment to recogni ze the human
rightsto water and to health astoolsto promote achievement of
international water and sanitation-related goals. They also called
for small-scale and | ow-cost approachesfocused on the* poorest
of thepoor,” and for more attention to be givento “ software” solu-
tions, such aseducation and capacity building at the household
and community levels. The need to guaranteerolesfor womenin
the management, decision making, planning and design of water
systems, and to ensure peopl e-centered approaches, recognizing
children asagentsof change, were emphasi zed. Participants
discussed the need to “ upscal€” projectsand called for the supply
and sanitation agendato: incorporate greater support for research
and devel opment of appropriate technol ogies; focus on water
quality, noting the problemsof fecal, arsenic and fluoride contami-
nation; and involvethe mediain promoting new attitudesand
understanding. Participantscalled for programmes addressing the
health threats of human excrement and stated that theMDGsare
not sufficiently ambitious, noting that commitmentsarerequired
for delivering safe drinking water and sanitation to theremaining
population.

Participants committed to increase effortsto mobilize tech-
nical and financial resourceswith regard to wastewater manage-
ment and water pollution control. Delegatesal so: recommended
that the WWC champion the global water agendaand develop
global guidelinesfor water delivery; emphasized the use of
ecological sanitation asalow cost and ecologically sound tech-
nology; and called for aninitiativeto ensure affordable accessto
water, sanitation and health information. With regard to technol o-
giesand urban sanitation, participantsurged governmentsto stim-
ulate demand for sanitation and to recognizeitsimportanceto
women.

Draft Theme Satement: Thedraft statement urges|eaders
and decision makersto, inter alia: address unserved populations;
increaseinvestment in human and financial resources; raisethe
profile of sanitation, hygieneand water quality in political and
developmental processes; develop clear policiesand institutional
frameworks; initiate national campaigns; and integrate sanitation
and pollution control in IWRM. Toolsidentified for addressing the
challengesinclude: integrating effortsin the management and
allocation of resources; devel oping clear and measurableindica-
torsfor monitoring progress; increasing stakehol der participation;
and devel oping partnerships.

WATER AND CULTURAL DIVERSITY: Thisthemewas
convened by UNESCO, the French Water Academy and the Japa-
nese National Museum of Ethnology from 16-17 March, in
opening and closing plenaries and six sessions. Sessions
addressed: tools and methodsfor understanding peopl€'s percep-
tionsof, and attitudestoward, water; water management and
cultural heritage; indigenousworld viewsand spirituality;
community life and water management; and indigenouswater
rights and water management strategies.

During the sessions, participants discussed the need to prevent
further losses of cultural heritagerelating to practical water
management practices, which can contributeto disaster preven-
tion. Several participants stressed theimportance of adapting
water management practicesto specific cultures, asthey constitute
distinct systems of knowledge and behavior, and highlighted tradi-
tional peoples’ sustainablewater and |and management practices.
Parti cipants emphasi zed that governments, transnational corpora
tionsand trade organi zations should recognize the cultural dimen-
sionsof water, and that i ndigenous peopl es should beinvolvedin
decision-making processes. Participantsalso highlighted the
importance of reminding ministersthat cultureisthe most funda-
mental aspect of water resources devel opment and management
and must therefore betaken fully into account both in the devel op-
ment and i mplementation phases of water management schemes.

Theme Statement: Thetheme statement notesthat: relations
between peoplesand their environment areembedded in culture;
cultureinfluencestheway in which water isconceived, valued
and managed; water sharing isan ethical imperative; water
resources management strategies must take cultureinto consider-
ation; cultural diversity isasource of sustainable practicesand
innovative approaches; and indigenous knowledge holdersand
scientists should cooperatein finding solutionsto water-rel ated
problems. The statement stipul atesthat: cultural diversity be
sustai ned; participatory decision making in IWRM take cultural
diversity into account; cultural diversity, stakeholder involvement
and intercultural dialogue be guiding principlesfor raising aware-
ness and devel oping educational tools, and UNESCO, the World
Commission on the Ethicsof Scientific Knowledgeand Tech-
nology and related i nstitutions el aborate appropriate guidance for
the devel opment of these educational tools.

The statement’saction plan proposes: publishing and dissemi-
nating the results of thewater and cultural diversity theme; estab-
lishingaWWC working group on therelati onship between water
and culture; incorporating sessions on relevant indigenous know!-
edge and practicesinto scientific and professional conferences,
and establishing legislativeand institutional policiestofacilitate
theseactions.

WATER, NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT: Thistheme
was convened by lUCN-The World Conservation Union (IUCN)
and UNEP, from 17-18 March, in opening and closing plenaries
and 17 sessions. The sessionsdiscussed, inter alia: biodiversity
and lakes; wetland and river basin management; mountainous
areas, oceansand freshwater; ecosystem approachesto water
management; environmental flows; and water and forests.

During the sessions, parti ci pants discussed the need for full
recognition of the environmental dimension of water and high-
lighted theimportance of the Ramsar Convention’sguidelinesfor
theallocation and management of water for maintaining the
ecological function of wetlands. Several participantscalled for
consideration of the environmental impacts of increasing water
supply and sanitation on ecosystemsand proposed several priori-
tiesinthisregard, including: compensating the upstream poor;
mai ntai ning environmental flows; and empowering the poor.

Parti cipants al so stressed theimportance of information exchange
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among stakehol dersand of an ecosystem approach to protect
ecosystemsfor promoting basi c devel opment needs. Setting envi-
ronmental criteriafor financing water projectswasal so high-
lighted. Several speakers noted the need for interaction and
cooperation between different water-rel ated conventionsand the
application of ecological economicsto valuing water.

ThemeStatement: Thetheme statement callsfor actionin
relation to: protecting and restoring ecosystemsand aquifers;
implementing environmental flows; devel oping multistakehol der
approaches; integrating adaptive management of |and, mountain,
forest and water resources; promoting basin-wide pollution
prevention and treatment plans; and implementing water-demand
management approaches. With regard toimplementing an
ecosystem approach to water management, it callsfor: protecting
mountains and forestswith appropriate compensation; ensuring
enough water in riversto maintain downstream benefits; restoring
ecosystems, springsand aquifers; and integrating the management
of land and water resourceswith special attention to environ-
mental protection and resource conservation. Recognizing that
pollutionisamajor threat to water resources, the statement
stressesthat action to improve sanitation needsto bedirectly
linked to pollution reduction and prevention. It callsfor theimple-
mentation of: basin-wide pollution treatment and prevention
plans; partnerships; financial, legal and institutional incentivesfor
pollution prevention; and capacity building and technical support
for demand-side water management. Emphasizing theimportance
of aquatic ecosystemsfor livelihoods, the hydrological cycleand
biodiversity, it recommends: ensuring stakehol der-based val ua-
tion of ecosystem functions; integrating wetland conservationin
water and land-use planning; and establishing management
regimesfor critical aquatic biodiversity.

WATER AND CITIES: Thisthemewas convened by UN-
HABITAT. It met from 18-19 March in Osakain opening and
closing plenariesand 26 sessions. Sessionsaddressed, inter alia:
water in Asian cities; technologiesfor water supply and sanitation;
urban water governance; urban poverty and water; flood control in
urban areas; and financing urban water infrastructure.

During discussions, participants stressed that action on water
supply and sanitationin citiesiskey to achieving thewater-rel ated
MDG. Participants advocated theimplementation of local action
plansto provide sustainablewater supply to citiesunder national
policy frameworks. They noted that decentralized, transparent and
accessibleinstitutions can allow for stakeholder participationin all
phases of water policy, highlighting theimportance of education.
Some participantscalled for technical and financial assistancefor
knowledge mapping and database devel opment projectsand
emphasized the need for project eval uation.

Partici pantsnoted that groundwater sourcesare closeto
exhaustion and/or contaminated in somecities, explaining that
sedimentation following abstraction may provoke*disaster.” The
application of water saving technol ogies, demand-side water
management and rai nwater harvesting were proposed as cost-
effective solutionsto urban water scarcity.

Theissueof funding water infrastructure through public-
private partnerships (PPPs) wasraised in several sessions. Propo-
nents of PPPs highlighted alack of government infrastructure,
resourcesand capacity, and suggested that local governments
should define prices and coverage, but use private sector expertise
to provide services. Discussion focused on key characteristics of
pro-poor PPPs, including: enhanced stakeholder participation;
multilevel collaboration; increased research and information
dissemination; and the obligation that compani es serve the poor.
While some participants proposed tariff increasesto fund
extended service coverage, otherspointed to political difficulties

inraising urban water tariffs. A participant noted that one-off
installation chargesfor domestic water infrastructureform an
accessbarrier for the poor, even when supply chargesarelow.
Some participants stressed that the private sector should recognize
thekey role of small-scalewater providersoperating in marginal
urban areas.

Theme Statement: The statement recognizesthat popul ation
growthin urban areasamplifiesthe challengesof: equitably allo-
cating urban water resources; ensuring supply security for the
urban poor; protecting freshwater sourcesfrom urban waste; and
mobilizing financial resourcesfor urban water infrastructure. It
callsfor anintegrated approach to urban water resources manage-
ment through the harmoni zation of urban spatial and economic
planning with water planning. The statement supportsthe use of
appropriate technol ogiesto reduce wastage and encourages anew
ethic of responsiblewater use. It highlightsthe need for trans-
parent governancethrough stakehol der participation and for
support of community-based initiatives, recognizing therol e of
women’sgroupsand small-scale water providers. The statement
recommendsthe use of innovative funding mechanismsand the
introduction of progressivetariffswith due safeguardsfor the
paoor.

WATER AND GOVERNANCE: TheGlobal Water Partner-
ship (GWP) convened thistheme. Participants met in opening and
closing plenariesand 14 other sessionsfrom 18-19 March to
discuss, inter dia: effectivewater governance; lessonsfrom multi-
stakeholder partnership projects; intergenerational water manage-
ment; private sector participation; theright to water; best practices
inwater law; and water pricing.

During the sessions, parti cipants discussed the current water
crisis, noting that it hasarisen from poor governance. Some partic-
ipantsdrew adistinction between effective and good governance,
noting that water governance can be effective even when not
based on democratic principles. Participants agreed that therol e of
government isto create an enabling environment for effective
governance. Participantsdiscussed the need for water pricing and
the problem of water affordability. Several participantshigh-
lighted theimportance of strong legal frameworksand commu-
nity-based responsesinvolving al stakeholders, particularly
women. Many participants said that addressing corruption and
providing capacity building are prerequisitesfor effective gover-
nance, and called for governancedialoguesat local levels. Many
participants questioned thelegitimacy of the Forum’swater and
governance process and demanded amore participatory dialogue
inthefuture.

Theme Satement: The statement notesthat good governance
and political opennessand stability arethe most significant factors
for reducing poverty, improving equity and attracting investment.
It remarksthat investment islow because water isseen asahigh-
risk, low-return activity. It notesthat effective governancerequires
effective socio-political and administrative systems adopting an
IWRM approach, with transparent and participatory processes
addressing ecol ogical and human needs. It saysthat, though
primary responsibility restswith governmentsto establish effec-
tiveframeworks, achieving effective water governance will
require action through partnerships.

Regarding current actions, the statement notesthat severa
countrieshave devel oped new water lawsand that dialogueson
water governance have been held in over 30 countries. The state-
ment recommendsthat donors provideincreased aid to devel oping
countriesfor water servicesand management and that govern-
ments: commit to the preparation of IWRM plansby 2005, in
accordancewith the WSSD Plan of |mplementation; strengthen
their capacity for sustai nable management of water resources,
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commit toinstitutional devel opment and the preparation of clear
legal and regulatory frameworks; and promote accessto informa-
tion to help establish accountable and transparent systemsand
reduce corruption.

A number of additional issuesraised by some participantsare
annexed to the statement, including the need to: exclude water
servicesfrom General Agreement on Tradein Servicesnegotia-
tions; set and enforce minimum standards of effective governance;
and ensurethat governance systems embody democratic principles
and prevent the expl oitation of water by powerful actorsat the
expense of the poor and disadvantaged.

FL OODS: Thisthemewasconvened by the International
Flood Network (IFNet) Preparatory Unit from 18-19 Marchin
opening and closing plenariesand eight sessions. The sessions
discussed, inter alia: integrated flood management; urban flood
risk mitigation; poverty and floods; flood warning dissemination;
and people, floodsand vulnerability in South Asia.

During the sessions, parti cipants discussed therol e of interna-
tional cooperation programmesin reducing flood-rel ated casual -
tiesand destruction and stressed: the need for good and just
mitigation practices; theimportance of structural and non-struc-
tural response measures; and the benefits of information sharing
through | FNet. Partici pants emphasi zed theimportance of inter-
disciplinary teamsof specialistsacting in coordination with polit-
ical bodiesand affected populations, and joint consideration of
mitigation, response and recovery when addressing flooding.
Participants al so agreed that technol ogical innovation hasgreatly
improved flood forecasting in recent years, while noting the need
to trand ateforecastsinto flood warnings and emergency action.
Partici pants debated the need to adopt different flood control and
adaptation approachesfor the poor, according to area-specific
conditions, and to give priority to projectsthat contributeto
poverty alleviation. Participants stressed theimportance of effec-
tively communicating information to communitiesand involving
local governments and suggested enhancing capacity building of
meteorological officesand communities. Participants noted that
some communities have the potential for implementing flood-
control measures. Thefeasibility of human resettlement and ways
of successfully involving the publicin developing and imple-
menting i ntegrated management strategieswere discussed. On
sediment-rel ated i ssues, participants outlined the: threats posed by
loss of land; importance of international information networks;
and need to collect relevant dataand implement prompt counter-
measures.

Theme Statement: The statement callsfor integrated flood
management within the context of IWRM, and notesthat better
planning and re-direction of investment can mitigatethe poor’s
vulnerability to water-related hazards. The statement suggeststhat
governmentsnotethe need to devel op innovative structural and
non-structural response approaches and theimportance of encour-
aging local community and stakeholder participation in decision-
making processes, while giving them accessto appropriate mecha-
nismsfor conflict resolution. It callson theinternational commu-
nity to further devel op mechanismsto exchangeinformation on
flood management and to encourage bilateral and multilateral
cooperation in theresol ution of flood problems. The statement
urgesdonorsto attach high priority toincorporating flood
management into projectson IWRM.

AGRICULTURE, FOOD AND WATER: Thisthemewas
organized by the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO),
International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID) and
Japan’sNational Committeeof ICID. Participantsmetin 14
sessionsfrom 19-20 March to discuss: water asasource of food
security; diversity and multifunctional rolesof irrigation; agricul-

tural water productivity and externalities of irrigation; water for
food and rural devel opment; aternativeformsof agriculture; and
agriculture, food and water in semi-arid areas.

During the sessions, participants called for recognition of the
diversity of irrigation practices and awarenessrai sing on the posi-
tive externalitiesand multifunctional rolesof irrigation. Other
sessionsemphasized greater investment inirrigation infrastructure
and modernization. Del egates stressed the need to support
capacity building of farmersand incorporate participatory
approachesinto planned irrigation projects. Some participants
urged ashift in approach from thetraditional participation of
farmersin government projectsto the participation of govern-
mentsinfarmers' projects. Also recommended were adatabase of
appropriate technol ogies and experiencesin rice paddy cultiva-
tion, and research and development in arid-zoneirrigation. The
irrigation industry stressed that it possessesthe technology and
know-how to improveyieldswith lesswater, but not thedecision-
making power to help the poor. Several sessionsemphasized the
need for rural development, supporting: anintegrated water
resources devel opment and management approach to food produc-
tion; the building of moredamsfor irrigation; the rehabilitation of
wasteland; and therecycling of water toincrease arablelands.

Some participants recommended that effective micro-organ-
isms be considered asan environment-improving technology for
sustainablefood production. Some recommended establishing
new institutionsand technol ogiesto harmonize agricultural devel-
opment with environmental conservation. Regarding integrated
management of water with ahuman face, participants stressed
recognition of challengesfaced by communities devastated by
HIV/AIDS. Delegatesal so highlighted the challenge of keeping
projectsautonomous and farmer-centered when partnershipswith
government and expertsare necessary.

Several participantsrai sed concernsregarding ownership of
irrigation systemsand problems caused by large-scal e agriculture,
and suggested including referenceto thefollowingissuesinthe
draft statement: ecosystem functions of agriculture; environmen-
tally-friendly technol ogy; national population control; and
addressing the global -shift towards non-vegetarian diets.

Draft Theme Statement: The draft statement recommends
more strategic devel opment of availableland and water resources.
It also recommendsthat investment inirrigation systemsbe
affordable and pro-poor, and callsfor the moderni zation of irriga-
tion, including upgrading existing infrastructure, adapting institu-
tional frameworks, and encouraging participation of usersinthe
decision-making process. It recommendsresearch in optionsfor
increasing agricultural water productivity and inunderstanding the
multiplerolesof agriculture. The statement encourages construc-
tivedialogues between irrigation farmersand other stakeholders,
and statesthat the agricultural sector must be proactivein shoul-
dering the negative environmental and healthimpactsof irrigated
agricultureand enhancing itspositive externalities.

WATER AND POVERTY: Thisthemewasconvened by the
Asian Development Bank (ADB) and met from 19-20 March.
Participantsmet in 16 sessionsaswell asopening and closing
plenariesto exchange viewson arange of issuesrelating to
poverty and water. Session topicsaddressed: ethical dilemmasin
water management; capacity building; wastewater agriculture;
hunger eradication; disaster prevention and risk management;
MDGsand poverty reduction strategy papers (PRSPs); water
supply, sanitation and PPPs; vulnerability reduction; and policies
for improving governancefor water security for the poor.

The ADB introduced their Water Poverty Initiative, which
aimsto providethe poor with safewater. Panelists said that past
promisesregarding poverty reduction and accessto clean water



Vol. 82, No.8 - 25 March 2003

FORUM BULLETIN

Page 6

had been “washed away” by globalization. Several others
remarked that governmentshavefailed in delivering servicesto
the poor and called for widespread reform. Participantsurged
governments, water providersand international organizationsto
guarantee basic water needs. Parti cipants said that using ground-
water isthe most efficient way to achieve thewater-related

MDGs. Othersnoted that famineisapolitical issue, caused by
inadequate political responseto vulnerability. Discussantssaid the
challengeisnot awaysto build thewater infrastructureitself, but
toater unhygienic habits.

Partici pants al so discussed accessing information from private
companies, thelMF and World Bank, and the need for govern-
mentstoincreasetheir fiscal budgetsfor water. A number of
panelistsnoted opportunitiesfor private provision of water
servicestoinformal settlementsin circumstanceswhere public
provisionispoalitically unfeasible because it amountsto recogni-
tion of slum-dwellers ownership of land.

Theme Statement: Thetheme statement notesthat links
between poverty and water security arewidely understood and
enshrinedin MDGsand the WSSD. It also statesthat water isa
key input into many livelihood activities, andiscritical tolarge-
scale economic devel opment.

Regarding actionsto improve water security for the poor, the
statement urgesthe delivery of improved water services, sanitation
and hygiene, and the management of water resources guided by
good policiesand governancethat improve equity and target the
most vulnerablein society. It callsfor empowerment of the poor,
particularly women, children and other vulnerable groups, and
their involvement in decisionsover servicesand water resources
management. It stressesthat governments should include pro-poor
water management asakey element in national poverty reduction
strategies. Recommendations on pro-poor partnershipsfor water
security include: participation by all stakeholders, based on
common but differentiated responsibilities; and action should
support effective national policiesand strategieson poverty reduc-
tion and water investments.

INTEGRATED WATER RESOURCESMANAGEMENT
AND BASIN MANAGEMENT: Thisthemeconvenedin
opening and closing plenariesand 35 sessionsfrom 20-21 March
in Shigaand was organized by GWP, International Network of
Basin Organizations, UNEP, International L ake Environment
Committee, Foundation Masahi saNakamura, Japan Water Part-
nership Initiative and the Shiga Prefectural Government. Sessions
divided into three sub-themesrel ating to |ake management, river
management and IWRM.

Regarding lake management, participantshighlighted a
number of key elementsfor sustainability, including: stakehol der
participation, political support, scientific foundation for actions,
cooperation between management agencies, and arange of tech-
nical solutions. Participants noted that institutional structures
should reflect the specific social, economic and environmental
circumstancesaround lakes, and that existing institutions should
beintegrated to incorporate the broader scope of IWRM.

Participantsin the session on river management addressed the
following elementsfor sustainableriver basin management, inter
alia: recognition of water asacommon good; inter-sectoral
management; basin-level management systems, clear legal frame-
works; multilevel participation; information distribution; moni-
toring systems; financia systems based on contributionsfrom
consumersand polluters; and formalized regional cooperation for
transboundary river basin management.

Discussionsinrelationto IWRM noted therange of legal
systemsunder which water basins are managed, with participants
highlighting thefollowing key elements of successful systems:
participative management systems; information distribution; value
attribution; and democratic political processes. Participantsalso
identified the need for aninstitutional shift from jurisdiction plan-
ning to basin planning. Some parti ci pants highlighted the need for
focused monitoring to provideinformation necessary for decision
making and for concrete guidance on identifying stakeholdersand
achieving participation, stressing theimportance of involving
women inall levelsof basin management. The GWP'sIWRM
toolbox wasintroduced as adynamic compendium of practical
knowledge and experience, freely accessible onthe Internet.

Parti cipants recommended that new technol ogiesharnessing
ecosystem propertiesbeintegrated with conventional ones.

Theme Satement: Recognizing that thewater sector facesa
governancecrisis, not awater crisis, the statement praisesIWRM
for addressing the“ three E's": economi c efficiency, environmental
sustainability, and social equity. It callsfor use of thebasin asthe
basic unit for water planning and management through application
of the ecosystems approach. Emphasizing that IWRM startsat the
local level, the statement recommendstheinclusion of local
knowledge and rightsin decision making and the need to build
multistakeholder partnerships. Noting the WSSD’starget for the
development of IWRM plans, it callsfor theintegration of water
policieswith other relevant sectorsand into PRSPs. The statement
also callsfor the creation and support of organizational structures
for IWRM through: regulations; standards; financial arrange-
ments; information management; and capacity building. It recom-
mendsthe support and promotion of the World Lake Vision.

WATER FOR PEACE: Thisthemewas convened by
UNESCO and Green CrossInternational from 20-21 Marchin
opening and closing plenariesand 11 sessions. The sessions
discussed, inter alia: thetransition from potential conflict to coop-
eration; successesin preventing and resolving transboundary
water disputes; transboundary water management; twinning of
river commissions, and the Palestinian-1sraeli water conflict.

During the sessions on moving from potential conflict to coop-
eration, participants noted that ineffective water distribution and
management are the basis of thewater crisis, and emphasized that
preventing water conflict iscentral to peace. Participants
discussed prioritiesin addressing water problems, including
reducing water consumption and implementing water-saving tech-
nologiesinagriculture. Several speakersnoted thelack of political
will to addressthewater crisisand said aspects of peaceful trans-
boundary water utilization include: balancing the competing uses
of basin resources; acknowl edging that upstream water devel op-
ment affects downstream users; and improving knowledge onthe
causesof conflicts. Theimportance of theentry into force of the
UN Convention onthe Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of
International Watercourseswas stressed. Parti cipants emphasized
theneed for river basin Statesto identify appropriate level s of
cooperation and highlighted theimportance of providing market
incentivesfor cooperation. Participantsal so discussed equitable
river basin sharing and conflict resol ution through alternative
dispute resol ution approaches. A speaker announced that
UNESCO, with the Permanent Court of Arbitration, isinthe
process of establishing aWater Cooperation Facility, which will
aimto: anticipate, prevent and resol ve international water-related
conflicts; improvewater governance; promote awarenesson
water-related issues; and create anetwork of international legal
expertsto providerelevant support and advice.
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Theme Statement: Thetheme statement recommends:
focusing transboundary-cooperation discussions on benefits
arising from cooperation; promoting stakehol der participation and
integrating poverty reduction strategiesinto the redistribution of
shared benefits; respecting ecosystem integrity by adoptinginter-
state and basin agreements; raising stakehol der capacity tofully
participatein devel oping basin and aquifer strategies, agreements
and institutionsthrough increased transparency and information
availability; implementing awarenessraising and education strate-
giestoimprove government and public capacity in addressing
issuesarising from water sharing; increasing effortsto reach inte-
grated and effective basin-wide and shared aquifer management
agreements; and promoting international financial assistancefor
cooperation intransboundary river basins.

FINANCING WATER INFRASTRUCTURE: Thistheme
was convened by the GWP and the WWC from 20-21 Marchin
opening and closing plenariesand in 10 sessions. The sessions
discussed, inter alia: water and finance; financefor local water
management; future water needs; public and private sector
management; urban investment; environmental financing strate-
gies; and the need to mobilizelocal capital. The presentation of
the World Panel on Financing Water I nfrastructure’s (WPFWI)
report, entitled “ Financing Water for All,” chaired by Michel
Camdessus, former Managing Director of theInternational Mone-
tary Fund (IMF), wasthe key session of thistheme. The Report
contains 85 proposal son action to attract financing for water infra-
structure and offers specific proposal s on how this can be achieved
by governments, donors, regions, civil society, the private sector,
development banksand small-scale providers. The Panel’s
proposalsaddressthe need to: promotelocal capital markets;
ensure sustainabl e cost recovery; increase manageria capacity;
address corruption and ethical practices; develop legal and regula-
tory frameworks; attract international commercial lending; and
secure privateinvestment and operation. The Panel proposed,
inter alia: doubling the flow of financefor water infrastructure;
decentralizing decision making to the appropriatelevels;
reforming institutions; targeting capacity building; providing
resourcestolocal community organizationsand local businesses;
and increasing and focusing ODA flows. Inthediscussion,
presenters addressed the need for tariff reform, sustainable cost
recovery and lifelinetariffsfor the poor. Othersunderscored the
need for policy changesregarding land and land reform, and
financing for irrigation and drainage, ecosystem management,
IWRM, agriculture and hydropower. Chair Camdessus recom-
mended that subsequent international gatherings, such astheIMF/
World Bank Devel opment Committee and the G8 Summit,
advancethe Panel’s proposal s.Several participants opposed the
Report’sfocusontherole of the private sector, privatization and
emphasison“profit over people.”

Draft Theme Statement: The statement identifiesthe
following key challengesand issues: establishing water asa
priority by governmentsand key decision makers; mitigating
financial risks; improving finances of sector agencieswhile
preserving affordability; building partnershipsfor servicedelivery
from different partsof society; and creating new modelsfor
combining public, donor, NGO and privatefunding.

WATER AND ENERGY: Thisthemewas convened by the
International Hydropower Association. Participantsmet inthree
sessionsand aclosing plenary, from 16-17 March, toinaugurate
thefirst international summit on the sustainable use of water for
energy and to address hydropower and the environment and large
hydropower infrastructure.

Theme Satement: Thetheme statement recognizesthe need
to secure sustai nable and equitable supplies of water and energy. It
notesseveral key issues, including that: water and energy
resourcesareinterlinked; global population growthisintensifying
the pressure on water and energy needs; sustai nable devel opment
requiresgreater expenditureto minimizethe negativeimpacts of
infrastructure; and devel oping countrieslack thefinancial capacity
necessary to meet the high capital cost of development. It alsolists
current actions, including the devel opment of : toolsand methodol -
ogiesto evaluate optionsand identify good practices; new
approachesto sustai nablewater and energy management; and
energy supplies.

The statement recommends: integrating water and energy
issues; working to maximize hydropower’s contribution to
sustai nable devel opment; promoting stakeholder consultation and
awareness, increasing political and financial commitments; intro-
ducing stronger financial incentivesto reduce consumption,
improve efficiency, extend less-polluting schemes and promote
new devel opment; using the criteriaof availability, flexibility and
reliability of supply in options assessments; interconnecting power
systemsto increase security, optimize plant operation and mini-
mize environmental impact; and further studying the net green-
house gas emissionsfromreservoirsintropical lowland areas.

WATER AND TRANSPORT: Thisthemewas convened by
Japan’sRiver Bureau and Portsand Harbours Bureau, the Nether-
lands’ Ministry of Transport, Public Worksand Water Manage-
ment, and the International Navigation Association. Participants
met in opening and closing plenariesand seven other sessions
from 17-18 March to discuss: theintergenerational transmission of
inland waterway transport technol ogy; waterways, transport and
IWRM; the efficiency of water transport; navigation on thelower
Mekong River; regional devel opment and water transport; inland
water transport and intermodal transport systems; and the knowl-
edgegap inthefield of inland waterway transportation.

Theme Satement: Key issuesidentified inthe statement
include: poor recognition of the potential contribution of inland
waterway transport (IWT) to the solution of abroad range of
economic, environmental and social issues; ageneral lack of basic
waterway infrastructure, technology and financial resources; and a
failuretointegrate IWT intransport systemsand IWRM. The
statement notesariseinriver-oriented lei sure activitiesand the
recent recognition of IWT asan effectiveform of disaster-relief
transport.

The statement recogni zesthat incorporating IWT into WRM
and comprehensivetransport systemswould result in asignificant
expansion of itsuse, whichinturnwould: contributeto sustain-
abledevelopment; promotetraditional cultureand technologies;
and realize safer and more peaceful human societies. The state-
ment contains acommitment to: promote the devel opment of
IWT; establish an information-sharing network; promote capacity
building; develop acomprehensive decision-support framework
for evaluating IWT-related programmes; support adjustment to
institutions, legislation and development policy; and devel op new
applicationsfor IWT in disaster management and wasterecycling.

WATER, EDUCATION AND CAPACITY BUILDING:
UNESCO, UNESCO-IHE Partnership for Water Education and
Research, and Cap-Net convened thistheme. Participantsmet in
opening and closing plenariesand 10 other sessionsfrom 20-21
Marchtodiscuss, inter alia: perspectivesfor new management
strategies, partnershipsfor capacity building, water and environ-
mental education, knowledge sharing and | earning systems.

Theme Satement: The statement acknowledgesthat without
effective capacity building, thewater-related MDGswill never be
achieved. It callsfor anew strategy for capacity building that
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reflectsthe need for local ownership, partnershipsand demand
responsiveness. It notesthe need to train decision makersand
leadersat all levelsinthe principlesof IWRM, and to addressthe
widening information technol ogy gap between devel oping and
developed countries. It stipulatesthat knowledge and learning
systems should be promoted to enhance capacity building, and
that effective capacity-building cases need to be documented and
promoted.

The statement recommendsincreasing capacity building for
IWRM and integrating capacity building into all water
programmes, noting that the demand for human capacity can only
bemet by increasing long-term funding on aglobal scale. It calls
for greater attention to water education in primary and secondary
schoolsand suggests devel oping toolkitsfor teachers. The state-
ment notesthat UNESCO will launch aplatformto bring stake-
holderstogether, and that capacity-building institutionswill share
their expertise and resourceswith the help of Cap-Net.

WATER AND INFORMATION: The American Water
Resources A ssociation, the Japanese Foundation of River and
Basin Communication, and the National Space Development
Agency of Japan convened thistheme. Participants met in opening
and closing plenaries and nine other sessionsfrom 18-19 Marchto
discuss, inter alia, the Water Resourcese-Atlas, Water Informa-
tion Day, hydrological information systems, information and
indigenous disaster prevention technol ogies, trand ating awareness
into action, and knowledge sharing.

Draft Theme Statement: The statement notesthat actionsto
addresstheworld' swater-rel ated i ssuesmust be grounded in cred-
ible, relevant and timely information. Additionally, the statement
saysthecollection, analysis, dissemination and utilization of water
dataand information requires greater investment, and that raising
public awarenessand political will requiresmultimediastrategies.

The statement containsacommitment to thefollowing princi-
ples: all people should have accessto relevant and understandable
water information; effective, transparent and accountablewater
governanceisultimately built upon afoundation of credible,
timely and relevant information; and coll aborative effortsto
acquire data, exchangeinformation and devel op knowledge part-
nerships are needed to empower water institutions.

The statement callson governments and international institu-
tionsto: recognize theimportance of capacity building, knowledge
sharing and publicly-accessibleinformation; increase the transpar-
ency and accountability of water-related decision-making
processes; mobilize fundsto support informati on-based activities
and capacity building; support problem-based research and assess-
ment efforts; and participatein collaborativeinformation and
knowledge-sharing initiatives.

GROUNDWATER: Thisthemewas convened by the World
Bank, Groundwater Management Advisory Team, | nternational
Association of Hydrogeol ogists, UNESCO, FAO, Marcelino Botin
Foundation and the A ssociation of Environmental Hydrol ogists,
from 18-19 March. Discussionsin the opening and wrap-up plena-
riesand 10 other sessionsfocused on, inter alia: the management
of groundwater for socioeconomic devel opment; groundwater
contamination; the rel ationship between groundwater resources
and rainwater harvesting; submarine springsin coastal areas;
groundwater and rel ated disasters; and property rightsover
groundwater.

Theme Statement: Recognizing the social and economic
benefitsfrom groundwater in providing low-cost, drought-reliable
and high quality water supply, the statement emphasizesthat the
rate of agquifer replenishment isfinite and that excessiveresource
development i s causing widespread degradation of groundwater

resources. It highlightsaneed for urgent advancesin management,
but stressesthat thereisno “blueprint for action” dueto thevari-
ability in groundwater systemsand their socioeconomic context.
The statement highlightsthe need to reallocate existing abstraction
rightsand identifiesenhanced public awareness, improved scien-
tific understanding, and local capacity building askey elements of
sound groundwater management. Recommendationsfor policy
prioritization include: recognizing groundwater asessential for
freshwater supplies; investing ininstitutional capacity for
managing groundwater resources; prioritizing groundwater initia-
tives by development banks and donors; and promoting dialogue
between professional sfor theinternational dissemination of best
practicesin groundwater management.

WATER, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENT: Thisthemewas
convened by the Secretariat of the Dial ogue on Water, Food and
Environment from 17-18 March, and entailed discussionsin
opening and closing plenariesand 11 sessionson water needsfor
nature and food production. The sessionsdiscussed, inter alia:
water management for agriculture; on-farm assessmentsof live-
stock production for environmental improvement; management of
water resourcesand biological productionin coastal environ-
ments; and local visionson water, food and environment.

Theme Satement: Thetheme statement notes challengesfor
thewater, food and environment debate, including: simultaneously
achieving water, food and environmental security; bridging the
gap between the agriculture and environment sectors; and creating
abalance between water for food and water for the environment.
The statement recognizeskey international initiativesaddressing
these challenges, such asthe Dialogue on Water, Food and Envi-
ronment, which aimsto improve water resources management by
bridging the gap between thefood and environment sectors
through open and transparent dial ogues and knowledge sharing.
Recommendationsin the theme statement include: adopting water
resources management at theriver basin level astheguiding prin-
ciplefor striking the balance between water for food and water for
environmental security; considering the environmental, social,
economic and political implicationsof using virtual water trade as
astrategicinstrument in water and food security policies; elabo-
rating the concept of environmental flow requirements; and
adopting atarget for productive use of water.

DAMSAND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: This
themewas convened by the UNEP Damsand Devel opment
Project and the WWC from 20-21 March in opening and closing
plenariesand 10 sessions. The sessionsaddressed, inter alia:
promoting dial oguefor improved decision making; challengesto
financing institutions; therole of large damsin water resources
mismanagement and of water harvesting in sustai nable and equi-
tablewater management; storing water for sustainable develop-
ment; and whether dam constructionsare necessary.

During the sessions, many participants underscored that the
growing global popul ation necessitatesthe building of moredams
tomeet agricultural, domestic, industrial, energy and flood-control
needs. Several participantsal so stressed the need to consider how
damsaffect livelihoods, the environment and existing rightsand
accessto water. Thevalue of the World Commission on Dams’
(WCD) 27 guidelineswas emphasi zed by many participants,
particularly regarding: comprehensive needs and options assess-
ments; public acceptance and benefit sharing; impact minimiza-
tion; and existing dams.

A number of presentersdemonstrated that dams play amajor
rolein social and economic devel opment around theworld. Some
participants called for transparent and participatory decision-
making processesand for international lending agenciesto update
their investment guidelinesin accordancewiththe WCD’sstra-
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tegic priorities. Other i ssues discussed by participantsincluded the
need to: integrate water storage projectsinto water resources plan-
ning strategi es; quantitatively assess both direct and indirect
impactsof reservoir development; addressinequitiesin the distri-
bution of the costsand benefits of dams; and empower local
communities.

ThemeStatement: Thetheme statement acknowledgesthat
damsare animportant element in water resources devel opment,
but that dams have been contested dueto their adverse socia and
environmental impacts and examples of underperformance. It
statesthat, wherethereisaneed for increased water, electricity,
food and flood attenuation, all options should be considered,
including: the construction of new dams; measuresto increasethe
productivity of existing dams; and other policy and technical
options.

The statement notes general acceptance of aframework for
planning and implementation, based on values of equity, effi-
ciency, participatory decision making, sustainability and account-
ability. It recommendsinfrastructure planning, constructing and
operating practices, and water and energy policiesthat, inter alia:
consider all benefitsandimpactsof al options; introduce partici-
patory processesthat influence decision making by recognizing
therightsof all stakeholders; find solutionsthat benefit all stake-
holders, so that those adversely affected are among thefirst to
benefit; recognizethe val ue of ecosystemsand their contribution
tolivelihoods; increase productivity and reduce theimpacts of
existing systems; provideincentivesand effective national legisla
tion to ensureimplementation of policiesand procedures; and
work together across administrative boundariesfor cooperative
IWRM. It a so recommendsthat projects based on sound
economic, social and environmental principles, and in accordance
with national laws, regulationsand policies, be supported, and
encourages government agenciesto review policiesand proce-
duresto incorporate the statement’srecommendations.

WORLD WATER ACTIONS: Thissessionwasconvened by
theWWC on 16 March to discussthe rel ease of the World Weater
ActionsReport and its database of water actions. Thereport
outlinesgeneral and urgent needsfacing thewater sector, with
regard to water management, international cooperation, gender
equality in decision making and finance. It also identifiesregional
issues and examinesthe needs of the WEHAB (Water and Sanita-
tion, Energy, Health and Environment, Agriculture, Biodiversity
and Ecosystem M anagement) sectors. The Report containsadata-
base of 3000 worldwide actionsinthewater sector, including
water projects, applied research and studies, campaigns, policies
andlegal and ingtitutional reform. Inthediscussion, participants
proposed the devel opment of indicatorsfor assessing water
management and implementation, and awater action ranking
similar tothe UNDP sHuman Devel opment Index. Other partici-
pants addressed appropriate criteriato validate water projects
included in the database and the need to include community-based
water campaigns.

Theme Statement: Thetheme statement outlinesthe 13
recommendations presented in the World Water A ctions Report,
including the need to devel op multistakehol der partnerships, adapt
to climate variability and reduce human suffering caused by floods
and droughts, and to establish aglobal monitoring system
covering the state of water resources, activitiesin thewater sector
and progresstoward theMDGs.

WORLD WATER ASSESSMENT PROGRAMME: This
themewas convened by the World Water Assessment Programme
(WWAP) on22 Marchinonesession. The WWAP smandateis
to: identify and describethe nature of water crises; assessthe
coping capacity of societiesand the effectiveness of policies;

developindicatorsto monitor and report progressin reaching
targets; and enhancethe capacities of participating countriesto
perform in-country assessments. The session launched the World
Water Devel opment Report (WWDR), entitled “ Water for People,
Water for Life.” The WWDR reviewsprogresson 11 challenges,
includingto providewater for basic needsand health, enhance
food security, promote cleaner industry, devel op energy, protect
ecosystems, mitigate risk and govern water resources. Partici-
pants prai sed the WWDR'’scoverage of, inter alia, water pricing,
governance, health and biodiversity issues. Five case studiesfrom
the WWDR were presented from thefollowing river basinsand
regions. Chao Phraya(Thailand), Tokyo (Japan), L ake Peipsi
(Estonia, Russia), Rhuhunu (Sri Lanka), Seine-Normandy
(France), Senegal (Senegal, Mali, Mauritania), and Lake Titicaca
(Bolivia, Peru).

Theme Statement: Thetheme statement notesthat WWAP
will build on partnershipsalready forged between UN agencies
and governments, and will establish partnershipswith NGOs,
IGOs, the private sector, regional financial institutionsand
academic organizations. It statesthat WWAPiscommitted to
producing aglobal report every three yearswith supplementary
regional and country reports, thefirst being the AfricaWater
Development Report to be published in 2003. WWAP also
commitsto devel op: aweb-based global dataandinformation
world water portal ; indicatorsfor monitoring progress against
global, regional and national targets; and national capacitiesto
undertake country assessments.

PRELIMINARY SUMMARY FORUM STATEMENT

A draft of the"Preliminary Summary Forum Statement" was
distributed by the Organizing Committee of the Forum on 21
March. It providesasummary of the main outcomes of the Forum.
The Preliminary Summary Forum Statement reflectsthe content
of all session reportsand thematic and regional statementsthat
werereceived before 21 March, which include 14 of the 38
thematic and regional statementsand approximately half of the
session reports. The Preliminary Summary Forum Statement is
open for comment until 30 April 2003, andisavailable on http://
www.world.water-forum3.com/. A final statement will beissued
on 15May 2003 asan input to the preparationsfor the G-8
meeting in Evian, Francein June 2003.

The Preliminary Summary Forum Statement commits partici-
pantsto meeting the goalsand targetsidentified in the Millennium
Declaration, the International Freshwater Conferencein Bonnand
the WSSD. It notesthat freshwater isapreciousand finite
resourcethat iscentral to sustainable devel opment, economic
growth, social stability and poverty alleviation. Itidentifieskey
water issuesincluding safe and clean water for al, governance,
capacity building, financing, participation, regional priorities,
global awareness, political support andlocal action.

Recommendations: Inrelation to partnerships, participation
and dialogue, the Preliminary Summary Forum Statement callsfor
theempowerment and involvement of local people, local authori-
ties, the research community, farmers, industry, women and
minority groupsin the development of basin and aquifer strate-
gies, agreementsand institutions. It emphasizesthe need for stake-
holder representativesand local authoritiesto begivena
permanent and official rolein decision making and implementa-
tion, and theinclusion of community knowledge, practicesand
rightsin water management.

With regard to nature and ecosystems, it recommends:
protecting and restoring ecosystems and aquifers; implementing
environmental flows; devel oping multistakehol der approaches;
integrating land, mountain, forest and water resources manage-
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ment; devel oping basin-wide pollution prevention and treatment
plans; creating innovativefinancing and legal frameworks; and
prioritizing water-demand management.

Onfinancing and investment it recommendsthat governments
trandatewater laws, strategiesand plansinto realistic budget esti-
mates and financing plansfor water in all WEHAB sectors. It
suggeststhat governmentsand local authoritiestake adequate
measuresto reducerisk and improve cost recovery, and stresses
that the primary responsibility for such investmentsrestswith
national governments. It encourages governmentsand donorsto
giveparticular attention to pro-poor, affordable and appropriate
technologiesintheir investment strategies.

Noting the need to prioritize water issuesin policy and stra-
tegic planning, the Preliminary Summary Forum Statement under-
scorestheimportance of preparing IWRM plansby 2005in
accordancewith the WSSD’ s outcomes. It al so encourages
national and local governmentsto devel op andimplement basin-
wide pollution treatment and prevention plans, and adopt finan-
cial, legal and institutional incentivesfor pollution prevention.
Underscoring the need to adopt strategi esthat mitigate effects of
climatevariability and natural hazards, it recommendsthe devel-
opment of comprehensiveand integrated flood and drought
management policies. It notestheimportance of considering
appropriate targetsfor the productive use of water through
increasing food production, and of achieving targetsfor
decreasing mal nourishment and rural poverty.

With regard to institutions and | egislation, the Preliminary
Summary Forum Statement recommendsthat governments start or
continuereformsof publicwater institutions, and emphasizes
good governance, cost-efficiency, transparency and accountability,
stakehol der participation and public-private partnerships.

FORUM CLOSING CEREMONY

On Sunday, 23 March, Ryutaro Hashimoto, Chair of the
National Steering Committee of the 3rd World Water Forum,
thanked participantsfor their attendance and enthusiasm. He
stressed theimportance of collecting and sharing water-rel ated
information and expressed hopethat participantswill take
concreteactionsat thebasinlevel.

Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, WWC President, thanked the Govern-
ment of Japan, the Prefectural Governments of Kyoto, Osakaand
Shiga, and others. He noted that the Forum had highlighted the
needto, inter alia: devolvegreater responsibility tolocal govern-
ments and communities; promote poverty eradication by
providing safe drinking water, sanitation and food; and protect
water resourcesduring armed conflictsand natural disasters.

Koki Chuma, Japan’sVice-Minister of Land, Infrastructure
and Transport, prai sed the Forum asasuccess. He noted that 422
water-rel ated actions had been submitted by countries and organi-
zationsto the Portfolio of Water Actionsand urged participantsto
implement their commitmentsat home.

William Cosgrove, WWC, presented the three winning organi-
zations of the Water Action Contest for effective grassroots
actionsinthefield of water: Gansu Research Ingtitute for Water
Conservancy, China; Technology Transfer Division, Bombasde
Mecate, Nicaragua; and Voluntary Action for Development,
Uganda. Hashimoto presented aprize of US$15,000to the
winners. Theclosing plenary concluded at 2:50 pm.

MEETINGS IN PREPARATION FOR THE MINISTERIAL
CONFERENCE

Threeevents, the closed Senior Official’sMeeting, the
Minister’sMeeting on “ Water, Food and Agriculture” and the
Dial ogue between Forum Participantsand Ministers, wereheld
prior to the opening of the Ministerial Conferenceasalink
between the Forum and the Conference.

SENIOR OFFICIAL’SMEETING: The Senior Official's
Meeting of the Ministerial Conference, hosted by the Government
of Japan, met from 19-21 March. Officialsmet in asession opento
Forum participants and several closed-door sessions, concluding
their work intheearly hoursof Friday morning, 21 March. The
meeting negotiated the Ministerial Declaration, whichwas
presented to thefinal plenary of the Ministerial Conferenceon 23
March for adoption. During the closed session, some delegates
proposed theinclusion and prioritization of thefollowing issuesin
theMinisterial Declaration: water asahuman right; therecogni-
tion of water asbeing indispensabl e for human security; subsid-
iarity; gender empowerment; household and community
neighborhood strategies; regional water management strategies;
theimpactsof population growth on freshwater resources;
national adaptation coalitionsand mechanismsto copewith
climatevulnerability; best practice guidelinesfor water service
delivery; and the Report of the World Panel on Financing Water
Infrastructure. During the negotiations, several countriestabled
new proposals, including: ensuring that cost-recovery approaches
do not prevent the poor from securing accessto water and sanita-
tion; identifying water prioritiesin nationa strategiesfor sustain-
able devel opment; emphasi zing the val uation and payment of
environmental services; intensifying global effortsto protect
inland fisheries; and strengthening water-rel ated i ssueswithin the
CSD.

DIALOGUE BETWEEN PARTICIPANTSAND MINIS
TERS: A dialogue between 519 Ministers, senior officialsand
Forum participantswasheld on Friday, 21 March asabridge
between the Forum and the Ministerial Conference. It wasintro-
duced by akeynote speech by Koki Chuma, Japan’s Vice-Minister
of Land, Infrastructureand Transport, and facilitated by Jerome
Delli Priscoli, USArmy Corps of Engineers.

Inthefirst session, Dialogue partici pants discussed challenges
related to water and poverty, including to: overcome gender
inequality; devel op good water governance and legal frameworks;
attract investment; empower local authorities; and promote
community participation in water management. Several partici-
pants noted that the draft Ministerial Declaration failsto acknowl-
edgethe human right to water and poorly reflectspriorities
generated inthe Forum.

Inthe second Dial ogue session, adifferent group of partici-
pants discussed actionsthat should be taken after the Forum's
conclusion, including: ensuring that the next forumismore partic-
ipatory; implementing the recommendations of the WCD;
acknowledging the human right to water in an international agree-
ment; creating aglobal fund for water and sanitation; mobilizing
the mediato inform people about the M DGs; devel opingaUN
convention onwater and poverty; disseminating theresults of the
Forum; and implementing the Forum’ s outcomesthrough country-
level plans.

Final Report: The Dialogue Final Report containsaconsoli-
dated list of ideas generated during the Dial ogue and notes* strong
support” for \WRM and for affirming rightsto water, and “ strong
calls’ for accountability, transparency and stakehol der participa-
tion in decision making on water i ssues.
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MINISTERS MEETING ON “WATER, FOOD AND
AGRICULTURE": Thismeeting convenedin Shigaon 21
March. It was organized by Japan’sMinistry of Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheriesand FAO, and chaired by Tadamori
Oshima, Japan’sMinister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries.
Opening the session, Oshimarecalled the UN Secretary-General’s
appeal for a“bluerevolution” that would garner “more crop per
drop” tofeed theworld's undernourished population. Noting that
current effortswill not achieve the World Food Summit target of
hal ving the proportion of hungry people by 2015, Jacques Diouf,
FAO Director-General, stressed theroleof irrigationin meeting
crop production goalsand urged greater investment in small-scale
irrigation projectsand rural development.

In country statements, several countries, including Burkina
Faso and China, stressed the need to ensure food security and self-
sufficiency. Morocco called for increased accessto agricultural
markets. Turkey underscored therole of damsin meeting water
demandsand the potential for cooperative water projectsto
promote peace. “ Water wealthy” countries, such as Cambodiaand
Malaysia, noted seasonal variationsin water availability, and
stressed the need to control water supply and storewater for the
dry season. Indiaand Pakistan noted the effects of climate change
onwater availability and outlined short and |ong-term national
strategiesto addressthe problem.

Many countries stressed the need to increase water produc-
tivity and reported onirrigation and rural devel opment
programmes and policies, highlighting farmer training, pollution
prevention, IWRM and participatory approaches. The Governor of
Shigapresented onirrigationinitiativesin the ShigaPrefecture
and preservation projects of Lake Biwa. Nepal stressed theimpor-
tance of education on sustai nable water management. Poland high-
lighted an academi ¢ programmelinking agrology with water
protection. Japan and the Republic of Koreahighlighted the multi-
functional rolesof paddy cultivation. The Netherlands stated that
integrated river basin management isan important policy tool for
tackling water all ocation problems. Greece stressed theimpor-
tance of appropriatetechnology transfer and capacity building for
developing countries. South Africaemphasized the need for
farmersto assume moreresponsibility for protecting natural
resources. Highlighting water wars, Boliviainvited cooperation
fromitsneighborsto help solveitswater problems. Colombia
noted the destructive effects of illicit crop cultivation on water
resourcesand called for international support to stem thedemand
forillicit drugs. TheInternational Federation of Agricultural
Producerssaidit did not advocatetotal privatization of water
accessand called onfinancial institutionsto support sustainable
water management programmes. Delegatesthanked the organizers
for bringing together Agriculture Ministersat the Forum.

Ministerial Recommendation: Chair Oshima presented, and
delegates adopted by acclamation, the Ministerial Recommenda-
tion on Water for Food and Agriculture. The Recommendation,
which was negotiated by senior officialson 20 March, identifies
food security and poverty alleviation, sustainable water useand
partnershipsaskey challengesfor the agricultural sector. It
outlinesaplan of action, including commitmentsto: modernize
and improveagricultural water use; increase water productivity;
promote better governance; consider environmental aspects;
undertake research and devel opment; and foster international
cooperation.

REPORT OF THE MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

TheMinisterial Conference officially opened on Saturday, 22
March, and closed on Sunday, 23 March. The primary outcomes of
the ConferencewereaMinisterial Declaration and aPortfolio of
Water Actions.

MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE OPENING PLENARY

Chair Chikage Oogi, Minister of Land, Infrastructureand
Transport, identified population growth as one of the greatest chal -
lengesin securing water and food supplies. On behalf of UN
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, UNEP Executive Director Klaus
Topfer said that lack of water and sanitationisasocial, environ-
mental, economic and political crisisrequiring the highest prioriti-
zation. Noting that 2003 isthe International Year of Freshwater, he
called for action and implementation and declared World Water
Day open.

Wang Shucheng, Chinese Minister of Water Resources,
described China swater resources challenges, highlighted its
IWRM practices, and described several disaster mitigation and
water all ocation projects. Regarding international cooperation, he
proposed, inter alia, that water solutionsbeintegrated with social
and economic devel opment policies.

Roseline Bachel ot-Narquin, France’sMinister of Ecology and
Sustainable Devel opment, said water solutions should combine
local cultureand traditional knowledge with modern technology.
She stressed theimportance of financial and human resources, and
good governancein water management. She noted therole of the
private sector in maintaininginfrastructure and of river basin orga-
nizationsin transboundary cooperation.

Koichiro Matsuura, UNESCO Director-General, recom-
mended that the WWA P be recognized asthe principle UN
programmefor freshwater monitoring and assessment. Ryutaro
Hashimoto, Chair of the National Steering Committee of the
Forum, stressed the need for the Ministerial Declaration to address
thereconstruction of water infrastructurein Iraq and thewater and
sanitation needs of internally displaced peopleimpacted by mili-
tary action. Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, WWC President, presented on
the World Water ActionsReport, describing it asadatabase of
water actionsand acompendium of lessons|earned. Noting that
thewar on Irag underminesinternational law and democracy,
Mikhail Gorbachev, Green CrossInternational President, stressed
theimportance of the Forum’swork in ensuring water for peace.
Hehighlighted the need for political will to develop andimple-
ment mechanismsfor achieving theMDGs, and called for
enshrinement of theright to water inthe UN Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights. HildaGrace Coelho, President of the
Center for Rural Studiesand Development, presented the
outcomes of the NGO panel debate, asserting that water isapublic
good and that accessto safe and aff ordable water isahuman right
that should berecognized inthe Ministerial Declaration. Michel
Camdessus, World Panel on Financing Weater | nfrastructure Chair,
emphasized that theinternational community must find an addi-
tional US$100 billion per year to meet the M DGs on water and
sanitation.

Chair Oogi presented the Portfolio of Water Actions, acompi-
lation of over 400 voluntary actions submitted by governments
and international organizations. She expressed the hopethat the
Portfoliowill create new partnerships.
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SUB-GROUP MEETINGS

Sub-group meetings on fivetopicswere convened on Saturday,
March 22, in three afternoon sessions. Thefirst session of each
group was open to Forum participants, whilethefinal two sessions
wererestricted to Ministerial Conference participants.

SAFE DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION: This
meeting was chaired by Ronnie K asrils, South Africa’ sMinister of
Water Affairsand Forestry. Hans Christian Schmidt, Denmark’s
Minister of the Environment, presented on the EU Weater Initiative
and MariaM utagamba, Uganda' sMinister of Statefor Water,
reported on progress of the African Water Facility.

Ministers heard recommendationsfrom thefollowing themes
and panels: Water Supply, Sanitation, Health and Pollution
Prevention; Water, Lifeand Medical Care; PPP Panel; Union
Panel; CEO Panel; and Science, Technol ogy and Management
Panel. Discussionswerethen guided by aseries of questions
concerning obstaclesto the provision of water and sanitation,
types of PPPsand technol ogiesthat should be devel oped, and
means of strengthening governance.

Many devel oping countriesidentified thelack of capacity and
financial resources asthe main obstaclesto achieving supply and
sanitation goal s, while many devel oped countries stressed the key
roleof appropriatelow-cost technologies. On financing, one
participant noted that ODA alone cannot achievethe MDGsand
another suggested augmenting the proportion of financing allo-
cated to small-scale and low-cost initiatives. One State highlighted
that local communities can use revolving fundsto mobilizeprivate
capital, and others stressed prioritization of water in national
budgetsand PRSPs. Participants al so emphasi zed the need for
national water action plansand targets, and agreater focuson
gender participation in water management and decision making.

A UN agency underscored the need for policiesensuring
women's health and reproductive choice, and several delegates
emphasized that water isnot acommodity, but ahumanright.
Othersraised concernsthat marginal communitieshave no collec-
tive purchasing power and that the poor often pay 10timesmore
for water bought fromindividual vendors. Regarding monitoring,
participants highlighted therol e of school children and suggested
establishing amonitoring institution. Regarding PPPs, delegates
highlighted the role of NGOsin capacity building and stressed the
importance of confidence building, flexiblefinancing options, and
partnership frameworks.

Chair’sSummary: The Chair’ssummary notesthe benefits of
achieving thewater and sanitation-related MDGs and emphasizes
the need to address di sadvantaged and vulnerabl e popul ations. It
considersfinancing, governance and partnershipsissues, suggests
combining “hard” and “ soft” solutions, and urges better moni-
toring and reporting of information. It al so highlightstherole of
childrenin promoting hygiene and theimportance of involving
women in planning, implementing and managing basi ¢ services.

WATER FOR FOOD AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT:
Thismeeting, chaired by lan Johnson, Vice-President of the World
Bank, began with presentations and reportsfrom the Water Jour-
nalist and Gender and Water Panels. Presenters, inter alia:
outlined solutionsfor addressing theimpacts of water-intensive
agriculture; noted the need to eradicate mal nutrition and respond
to changing food demands; highlighted theimportance of
improving irrigation-system management; called for legislation
ensuring transparent decision making, and advocated gender-
responsive water management activities.

Several countriesoutlined challengesin, and national strate-
gieson, providing water for food production and rural devel op-
ment, while others addressed thelack of financial resourcesfor

effective water management in devel oping countries. Onedevel -
oping country called for harmonization and coordination of donor
aid activities, while several emphasized the need for fair water
pricing. Onedevel oping country expressed regret that discussions
had not considered existing decisions, including those agreed
under the UN Conventionto Combat Desertification (CCD). A
representative fromthe CCD Secretariat questioned how poverty
reduction and sustainablefood production can be achieved if other
sectorsare given priority intheall ocation of resources. Several
countries noted the effects of climate change on water resources.
OntheMinisterial Declaration, one devel oping country proposed
areferencetothelink between unsustainable agricultural practices
and water scarcity, and adevel oped country suggested referenceto
theeffect of HIV/AIDS on agricultural production.

Chair’sSummary: The summary outlinescommitmentson
food security and poverty alleviation, sustainablewater use, and
knowl edge and partnership. On food security and poverty alevia-
tion, it stressesthe need for: increased investmentsin rural aress,
improved management of, and additional investment in, existing
infrastructure; and amore equitabl e trading regime. On sustain-
ablewater use, the summary highlights sustainable groundwater
use and advocatesimplementing policiesthat provideenviron-
mentally sustainablewater and land use. On knowledge and part-
nership, it underscoresthe need to: enhance partnershipsat all
levels; strengtheninternational andlocal knowledge systemsand
promote public awareness and communication.

WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION AND
ECOSY STEM CONSERVATION: Thissub-group meeting,
chaired by Philippe Roch, Director of the Swiss Agency for the
Environment, Forests and L andscape, began with presentations
that outlined the potential for technical innovation to reduce water
consumption, the benefits of industrial ecol ogy in reducing pollu-
tion, and the crucial role of groundwater in supplying quality
freshwater.

The use of the ecosystem approach in water management was
strongly supported by several devel oped countriesand the Ramsar
Convention Bureau, with two devel oped countriesa so empha-
sizing the need to consider climate change. A developing country
stressed the need for moreinformation on ecosystems, empha-
sizing theimportance of technology transfer and capacity building
to facilitate monitoring in developing countries. Together with
several countries, UNEP called for the economic val uation of
ecosystem services, and adevel oped country identified the need
for avaluation toolbox. The Basel Convention Secretariat and a
developing country advocated using life-cycle management in
controlling pollution.

Several countries highlighted the need for increased financial
resourcesfor water resources management, suggesting user feesas
apossible source. Two L DCsquestioned therel evance of the
WPFW!’sReport for financing LDCs, whereinternal marketsare
inadequately devel oped to implement proposed mechanisms. A
country with an economy intransition (CEIT) remarked that envi-
ronmental issuescompetefor limited financial resourceswith
other key prioritieslike health and education.

Several countries highlighted the need for regional cooperation
inriver basin management, with one CEIT identifying regional
conflict asachallengetointernational cooperation. UNESCO,
with UNERP  stressed the need to consider indigenous knowledge
inwater resources decision making.

Chair’sSummary: The Chair summarized discussionswith
the statement “ ecosystemsfor water, water for people, ecosystems
for people,” and said an addendum to the Ministerial Declaration
would encourage recognizing the val ue of: ecosystem services;
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multistakeholder involvement; multilevel basin management;
ecosystem monitoring; cultural diversity in managing water; and
dissemination of information.

DISASTERMITIGATION AND RISK MANAGEMENT:
Thissub-group was chaired by H. Soenarno, Indonesia’ sMinister
of Settlement and Regional Infrastructure. Participants heard
reportsfrom sessionson Water and Climate, Water and Informa-
tion, and the Youth World Water Forum. Del egates noted that
disastersroll back progressachieved in devel oping countries, and
that simply living with floodsisnot areasonabl e strategy.

Regarding floods, it was stressed that: disastersand floodsare
“everyone sbusiness’; innovative“win-win” approachesneed to
beidentified; floodsand climateissuesarelinked; and both posi-
tive and negative experiences should be shared.

Several delegates discussed the advantages and di sadvantages
of structural and non-structural solutionsfor addressing extreme
events, somefavoring onetype of approach over the other. Other
i ssuesdiscussed include: the need for compensation policiesfor
those affected by floods; theimportance of information sharing;
the use of forecasting technology to prevent disasters; theratifica-
tion of the Kyoto Protocol to the UNFCCC; and the recognition
that poverty reduction can only beachievedif arisk management
strategy isinplace.

Many countriesunderscored thelink between climate change
and thefrequency of disasters, and noted that theimpact of natural
hazardsis affecting devel opment and hindering attainment of the
MDGs.

Chair’sSummary: The Chair’ssummary notesthat: increase
inthefrequency of floodsisan expected impact of climate
change; assessment of therisk of floodsand droughtsrequires new
technologi cal devel opments; flood management should be based
onariver basin approach and be balanced with water use and
environmental concerns; both preventative and emergency
response measures are necessary; vulnerability reduction must be
apriority asfloods cannot be eliminated; and governments should
implement recommendations of the WSSD relating to disasters
using anintegrated, multihazard and inclusive approach.

WATER RESOURCESMANAGEMENT AND BENEFIT
SHARING: Thissub-group waschaired by Arjun Charan Sethi,
India’sMinister of Water Resources. Thekey recommendations
from the sessions on Water and Energy and IWRM and Basin
Management were presented to the group. Several countries
emphasized theimportance of the WSSD'swater and sanitation-
related targets. Some countries called for increased benefit sharing
between upstream and downstream users and urban and rural
centers, and stressed the need for adequate water pricing policies.
Some countriesunderscored the need to build good and sustain-
able damsand addresstheimpactsof climatevariability. Theneed
for technology transfer and capacity building for conflict resolu-
tion in countries sharing transboundary water resourceswas
addressed. A task forceto assist countriesto monitor their
progressin meeting the WSSD'swater-rel ated goal swasal so
proposed. Some countries highlighted thelink between IWRM
and energy in the context of greenhouse gas emissionsreductions,
emphasized that accessto water isabasic right, and stressed the
need to apply the principles of access, affordability and sustain-
ability to achievethe MDGs.

Chair’'sSummary: The Chair’ssummary recognizesthe
importance of: IWRM; governance, water lawsand river and lake
basin arrangements; and the need for multistakehol der participa-
tion and dial ogues. It notesthe need to devel op damsfor irriga-
tion, storage, flood control and energy provision, and stressesthe
importance of environmental and social impact assessmentsand

resettlement plans. The summary underscoresfinancial assistance
for capacity building, technology transfer, good governance and
confidence-building measures, and emphasizesthe need to
increasethe use of innovative and appropriate technol ogies, such
asdesalinization and thereuse of treated water.

CLOSING PLENARY: TheMinisterial Conferencefinal
session convened on Sunday morning, 23 March. Ichiro Fujisaki,
Japan’s Deputy Foreign Minister, chaired thissession. The Chairs
of theMinisterial Conference sub-groups presented their Summa-
ries. Delegatesthen commented onthe Chairs’ Summaries,
drawing attentionto, inter alia: indigenous peoples’ rights; the
effectsof climate change and armed conflict on water and ecosys-
tems; gender issues; the need for financial assistancefor devel-
oping countriesto sustai nably manage water and protect
ecosystems; an Africaninitiativeto create aframework to further
devel op agricultureto combat malnutrition and poverty; and the
effect of HIV/AIDSon all areas of devel opment, including the
water sector. Several delegates emphasized that the Chairs’
Summariesdo not reflect aconsensus.

Chair Fujisaki thenintroduced the Ministerial Declaration.
Panamarecommended referenceto the human right to water.
Several countries proposed amendmentsand Chair Fujisaki said
all commentsonthe Chairs' Summariesand the Ministerial Decla-
ration will be appended to thefinal report of the meeting, and the
Declaration was adopted without amendment. Chair Fujisaki
thanked participantsfor their contributionsand adjourned the
Ministerial Conferenceat 11:26 am.

OUTCOMESOFTHE MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE:
Portfolio of Water Actions: Availableasahard copy report and
on CD-Rom, the Portfolio of Water Actionsisacompilation of
over 400 actions, submitted by 36 countriesand 16 international
organizations. Most actions are on water resources management
and benefit sharing and safe drinking water and sanitation.
Actionsfrom Asiaare primarily focused on water for food and
rural development and disaster mitigation and risk management,
while Europe and international organizations submitted many
actionson water resources management and benefit sharing, and
Africasubmitted many actionson safe drinking water and sanita-
tion.

Ministerial Declaration: The Declaration takesnote of the
thematic and regional statementsand recommendationsfromthe
Forum and declaresthat water isadriving forcefor sustainable
development. With regard to general policies, it emphasizesthat
Ministers should ensure good governance with astronger focuson
community-based approaches addressing equity, mobilize private
and public financing, promote IWRM, and identify and develop
PPPs, while ensuring the necessary public control and legal frame-
worksto protect publicinterests. It affirmsthat Ministersare
committed, inthelongterm, to fortify capacity with assistance
from theinternational community.

Regarding water resources management and benefit sharing,
Ministersencourageriparian Statesto promote cooperation on
transboundary and boundary watercourses, and to recognize
hydropower asarenewable, clean energy source. The Declaration
statesthat Ministerswill assist developing countrieswiththeaim
of developing IWRM and water efficiency plans by 2005,
encourage scientific research on the global water cycle, promote
demand management measures, and endeavor to develop and
deploy non-conventional water resources.

On safedrinking water and sanitation, the Declaration notes
that basi ¢ hygiene practices should be encouraged and effortsto
promotetechnical breakthroughsrelated to the provision of safe
drinking water and basic sanitation should beintensified. It calls
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onMinistersinall countriesto devel op strategiesto halvethe
proportion of peoplewithout accessto safe drinking water and the
proportion without accessto basic sanitation by 2015.

Regarding water for food and rural development, the Declara-
tion stipulatesthat every effort should be madeto reduce unsus-
tainablewater management and improvethe efficiency of
agricultural water use, and that freshwater fish production should
be addressed through intensified effortsto improveriverine water
quality and quantity. It encouragesinternational cooperation and
investment, research and devel opment for the progressive
improvement of agricultural water management, and the promo-
tion of community-based devel opment.

Onwater pollution prevention and ecosystem conservation, the
Declaration recognizesthe need to intensify water pollution
prevention, and to protect and usein asustainable manner ecosys-
temsthat naturally capture, filter, storeand rel ease water. It urges
countriesto establish and review appropriatelegislative frame-
worksfor the protection and sustainable use of water resources
and for water pollution prevention, and to concentrate effortsto
combat deforestation, desertification and land degradation.

On disaster mitigation and risk management, the Declaration
notesthe need for acomprehensive approach to mitigatethe
growing severity of floodsand droughts, and saysMinisterswill
enhancewhere appropriate the sharing and exchange of data,
information, knowledge and experiencesat theinternational level.

THINGSTO LOOK FOR

INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON ECOLOGICAL
SANITATION: Thissymposium, organized by Deutsche Gesell-
schaft fir Technische Zusammenarbeit, will meet from 7-11 April
2003 in L iibeck, Germany. Discussionswill focuson holistic
alternativesto conventional sanitation solutions. For moreinfor-
mation contact: Christine Werner: tel: +49-6196-79-4220; fax:
+49-6196-79-7458; e-mail: ecosan@gtz.de; Internet: http://gtz.de/
ecosan/english/symposia.htm

SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
RIVER BASIN MANAGEMENT: Thisconference, organized
by the Wessex I nstitute of Technology, will meet from 28-30 April
2003in LasPamas, Gran Canaria, Spain. Participantswill discuss
advancesin the overall management of riverine systems, including
advancesin hydrologic modeling, environmental protectionand
flood forecasting. For moreinformation contact: Stacey Hobbs,
Wessex I ngtitute of Technology; tel: +44-238-029-3223; fax: +44-
238-029-2853; e-mail: shobbs@wessex.ac.uk; Internet: http://
www.wessex.ac.uk/conferences/2003/riverbasin03/index.html

IBEROAMERICAN REGIONAL WORKSHOPON
WETLANDSAND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: This
workshop, organized by the Iberoamerican Programme of Science
and Technol ogy for Development, will be held from 26-28 May
2003 in Panama City, Panama. Theworkshop seekstojoin
researchers, experts, technicians, campesinos, indigenous peopl es,
entrepreneurs, teachers and professional sfrom science and tech-
nology institutionsto discussforestry-rel ated issues. For more
information contact: L ucas Fernandez Reyes, coordinator of the
XVII CYTED Wetlands Network; tel: +537-203-0245; fax: +537-
202-9372; e-mail: Ifernandez@geprop.cu; Internet: http://
www.ramsar.org/w.n.cyted_monograph.htm

2003DUBROVNIK CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT OF ENERGY,WATER AND ENVIRON-
MENT SYSTEMS: Thisconference, sponsored by UNESCO,
will take placefrom 15-20 June 2003 in Dubrovnik, Croatia. The

Conferencewill aimto, inter alia, promote anew field of sustain-
ability sciencethat seeksto understand the fundamental interac-
tions between nature and society. For moreinformation contact:
Organizing Secretariat; fax: +385-1-6156940; e-mail:
dubrovnik2003@fsh.hr; Internet: http://
www.dubrovnik2003.fsb.hr

21ST CONGRESSOF THEINTERNATIONAL
COMMISSION ON LARGE DAMS: Thistriennial meeting
organized by the International Commission on Large Damswill
convenefrom 16-20 June 2003 in Montreal, Canada. Decision
makers, experts, engineers, geologistsand other professional swill
cometogether to discussissuesrelating to dams. For moreinfor-
mation contact: Lise Pinsonneault; tel: +1-514-289-4628; fax: +1-
514-289-4546; e-mail: pinsonneault.lise@hydro.gc.ca; Internet:
http://www.cigb-icold.org

FIFTH INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON WATER:
Thissymposium, to be held from 23-27 June 2003 in Cannes,
France, isorganized by the International Symposium on Water.
Participantswill addressthetopicsof water and the environment
and capacity building, and assessthe outcome of the 3rd World
Water Forum. For moreinformation contact: I nternational Sympo-
siumon Water; tel: +33-4-92-09-0273; fax: +33-4-92-09-0273; e-
mail: water-cannes-symposium@wanadoo.fr; Internet: http://
WWW.Symposi um-h20.com/symposium.html_

STOCKHOLM WATER SYMPOSIUM: Thissymposium,
organized by the Stockholm International Water Institute, will be
held from 10-16 August 2003 in Stockholm, Sweden. The plenary
themeis"Drainage Basin Security: Balancing Production, Trade
and Water Use.” A high-level panel debatewill addressagricul-
tural subsidies. For moreinformation contact: David Trouba; tel:
+46-8-522-139-89; fax: +46-8-522-139-61; e-mail:
dave.trouba@siwi.org; Internet: http://www.siwi.org/
waterweek2003

SIXTH WATER INFORMATION SUMMIT 2003: This
Summit, organized by the |RC International Water and Sanitation
Centre, the Water Web Consortium and the UNESCO-IHE I nsti-
tutefor Water Education and International I nstitute for Communi-
cation and Devel opment, will take place from 9-12 September
2003 in Delft, the Netherlands. The Summit'sthemeis* Breaking
thebarriers: Let water information flow!” For moreinformation
contact: Ingeborg Krukkert, IRC; tel: +31-15-219-2985; fax: +31-
15-219-0955; e-mail: http://www.irc.nl/contact.php?rcpt=kruk-
kert& subject=WIS6; Internet: http://www.irc.nl/news/wist.html

X1 WORLD WATER CONGRESS- WATER
RESOURCESMANAGEMENT INTHE 21ST CENTURY:
Thiscongress, organized by the I nternational Water Resource
Association, will be held from 5-9 October 2003 in Madrid, Spain.
Themesinclude: water planning under uncertainty; valuing water;
impact of new technol ogiesin water management; relevance and
sustainability of intensive groundwater devel opments; and water
infrastructure devel opment. For moreinformation contact: Manuel
Martin Antén; e-mail; wwater2003@cedex.es; Internet: http://
www.cedex.es/iwracongress2003/en/hoja2_en.htm

WATER FOR THE POOR: Thismeeting, organized by the
International Water Academy, will beheld from 4-5 November
2003 in Stavanger, Norway. It aimsto promoteinternational coor-
dination and devel op target-oriented measuresfor thefulfillment
of thewater-related MDG and WSSD goals. For moreinformation
contact: Tor Wennesland, The International Water Academy; tel:
+47-51-510373; fax: +47-51-522466; e-mail: stavanger @thewate-
racademy.org; Internet: http://www.thewateracademy.org/
stavanger/
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