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A BRIEF ANALYSIS OF ITTC-43
The International Tropical Timber Organization is an 

institution in the midst of transition. This played out in many 
aspects of ITTC-43. Uncertainty over when the ITTA, 2006 
will enter into force affected this session’s outcomes, and put 
on hold some of the important decisions needed to prepare 
for the new era. However, this session also demonstrated 
that the Organization is maturing, especially with regard to 
its relationship with Africa. This analysis will focus on the 
combined impacts of the current transitional era and Africa’s 
increasing influence within the ITTO on the outcomes of ITTC-
43.

“LOST IN TRANSITION”?
This session was by and large productive, and the majority 

of committees’ work, including approval of 14 new projects, 
proceeded with little drama. However, uncertainty over 
when ITTA, 2006 will enter into force led to some missed 
opportunities. For example, plans for project funding under 
“thematic programmes” and a new Action Plan for ITTO 
work under the ITTA, 2006 were ultimately left hanging. One 
view expressed during this session was that it was too soon 
to conclude work on issues pertaining to the new Agreement 
because it has not entered into force. On the other hand, it 
was also noted that preparations must be made so that the 
Organization can shift its modus operandi to fit the requirements 
of the new Agreement as soon as it does enter into force. 
Ultimately, though, any hope of undertaking effective action 
on these two major guides was sidelined as the Council gave 
priority to smaller but more immediate matters. 

Nevertheless, delegates did successfully address many issues, 
including some related to the entry into force of the ITTA, 2006. 
First, revised draft Rules of Procedure and Financial Rules of 
Procedure were approved for consideration and final adoption 
at the first meeting of ITTA, 2006, “if,” as ITTC-43 Chair 
Macchiavello noted, “it comes into force.” 

Second, after several lengthy drafting group sessions, 
a Biennial Work Programme (BWP) for 2008-2009 was 
successfully formulated, despite the caution voiced by the US 
and others that by 2009 the new Agreement may be in force, 
which would necessitate reconsideration of the work programme 
for 2009. Controversies also arose; in particular, delegates 
debated the question of whether Trade Advisory Group or Civil 
Society Advisory Group members together should be eligible for 
ITTO funding to attend ITTC meetings or, alternatively, whether 
least developed countries should be eligible for such funding 
(which they are not under either the present or future ITTA). This 
was despite concerns expressed by several delegates that some 
aspects of the BWP may serve to limit or “micro-manage” the 
Secretariat, thereby hampering the Secretariat’s functionality.

Third, a compromise was successfully reached on what 
became the ultimate sticking point of ITTC-43: the question 
of when the next ITTC session should take place. The issue of 
session frequency arose early in negotiations towards the ITTA, 
2006, due to Japan’s announcement that they are no longer able 
to fund more than one meeting per year held in Yokohama. 
However, even those members most vocally opposed to 
continuing the custom of two meetings per year due to budgetary 
implications recognize the value of intersessional policy 

discussions in preparation for entry into force of the ITTA, 2006, 
even though any formal decisions will have to await ITTC-44 in 
November 2008. Although Ghana was less than happy that the 
intersessional meeting it will host in June will not be an official 
ITTC session, they graciously agreed to this compromise in the 
end.  

AFRICA’S TURN
By all accounts the “roar” of the African lion was felt 

throughout the session, with Liberia and Ghana at center stage in 
two of its most talked-about decisions and the new Cameroonian 
Executive Director, Emmanuel Ze Meka, taking his first turn in 
the spotlight. These African successes contributed to, or perhaps 
resulted from, a recent growth in confidence among Africans 
and concomitant calls for more attention, justice and equity for 
the continent. Thus, for instance, this Council session was made 
publicly aware of statistics highlighting extreme inequities in 
project funding, according to some measures, with many of the 
poorest members with relatively more tropical timber production 
for the international trade – among them numerous African 
countries – losing out to richer countries that have relatively little 
to do with the international tropical timber trade. This is due 
to several factors, including greater capacity to develop project 
proposals and access these funds.

The African lion’s roar was heard even at the very end of 
the session, when more than one African delegation made their 
complaint publicly known that they had not been consulted on 
the Producer caucus’ nomination for the Vice-Chair for 2008 
(and, according to practice, eventual Chair) of the Council. This, 
in effect, gave the Africans the final word at ITTC-43, putting 
everyone on notice that Africa is no longer allowing itself to be 
marginalized within the Organization as was too often the case  
during the first 20 years of the ITTO’s existence. 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE
The future does not just hinge on the prospective entry 

into force of the new ITTA, 2006. Even as the ITTO’s current 
transition to ITTA, 2006 is occurring, the Organization is 
interacting with and attempting to influence other international 
processes, such as the biodiversity and climate change regimes, 
more than ever before. 

On biodiversity, a far-reaching revision of the ITTO’s 
Guidelines on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of 
Biodiversity in Tropical Timber-Producing Forests, based on 
increasing knowledge gained since its first Guidelines were first 
produced in 1993, has been welcomed and will be publicized 
at upcoming intergovernmental biodiversity-related meetings, 
most notably the Conference of the Parties to the Convention 
on Biological Diversity. On climate change, although there 
are still differences of opinion yet to be resolved on how 
the ITTO should incorporate climate change into its work, 
delegates agreed to put US$300,000 into studying all aspects 
of the relationship between climate change and tropical forests, 
including interaction between the ITTO and the UNFCCC. This 
will include facilitating a larger ITTO presence at upcoming 
intergovernmental climate change-related meetings, including 
two side events at the UNFCCC Conference of the Parties in 
December in Bali, and much closer work with the UNFCCC 
Secretariat. 
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The future of the organization may ultimately be focused on 
the Secretariat, and the need for it to be empowered with a full 
mandate to carry out the work of the Organization. One outcome 
of ITTC-43 that bodes well in this regard was a decision to 
create a fifth assistant director post for the Secretariat, for 
monitoring and evaluation. The eventual filling of this post and 
those of two other assistant director posts that are currently 
vacant could, along with the other successes of this session, have 
far-reaching effects and create a positive momentum for future 
developments in the ITTO.

Until the ITTA, 2006 enters into force, the ITTO will continue 
to find itself somewhat in limbo. The ratification process is 
complex and lengthy, and not a top priority for many members. 
Thus, it is premature to question the prospects for entry into 
force, and the Organization continues to function under the 
assumption that this will occur in due time. Yet, despite this 
uncertainty, ITTC-43 demonstrated that its members are not 
content to sit back and wait for ITTA, 2006 but are enabling the 
organization to evolve and mature.

UPCOMING MEETINGS
7TH MEETING OF THE ASIA FOREST 

PARTNERSHIP: The AFP7 meeting will be held from 12-15 
November 2007, in Yokohama, Japan. For more information, 
contact: AFP Secretariat: e-mail: afp@cgiar.org; internet: 
http://www.asiaforests.org/

FIFTH ROUNDTABLE MEETING ON SUSTAINABLE 
PALM OIL: PROMOTING THE GROWTH, TRADE IN 
AND USE OF SUSTAINABLE PALM OIL: This meeting 
will take place from 20-22 November 2007, in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. It will discuss the latest developments in bringing 
sustainable palm oil to the marketplace and developing, 
verifying, and implementing global standards on sustainable 
palm oil production. For more information, contact: Ms. Ng 
Lay Mei, RT5 Secretariat; tel: +603-2168-8887; fax: +603-
2168-8886; e-mail: rt5@groundbreakers.com.my; internet: 
http://www.rspo.org

IUFRO TRAINING WORKSHOP: WORKING 
EFFECTIVELY AT THE INTERFACE OF FOREST 
SCIENCE AND FOREST POLICY: This meeting will take 
place from 4-6 December 2007, in Muguga/Nairobi, Kenya. 
Jointly organized by the International Union of Forest Research 
Organizations (IUFRO) and the Forestry Research Network of 
Sub-Saharan Africa (FORNESSA), the workshop will aim to 
provide concepts and methods to researchers on how to plan, 
conduct and organize research activities so that results can more 
quickly and easily be transformed into usable information for 
problem-solving and policy-making. For more information, 
contact: IUFRO; tel: +43-1-877-01-51-0; fax: +43+1-877-01-
51-50; e-mail: office@iufro.org; internet: http://www.iufro.org/
science/special/spdc/actpro/wkspmal07/trainwshpnairobi/

FOREST DAY: SHAPING THE GLOBAL AGENDA FOR 
FORESTS AND CLIMATE CHANGE: This “Forest Day” 
event will take place on 8 December 2007, in Bali, Indonesia, 
in conjunction with the 13th session of the Conference of the 
Parties to the UNFCCC. The event is an international forum on 
forest and climate change policies at the global, national and 
local levels. For more information, contact: Rachel Carmenta, 

CIFOR; tel: +62-251-622-622; fax: +62-251-622-100; e-mail: 
r.carmenta@cgiar.org; internet: http://www.cifor.cgiar.org/Events/
COP-ForestDay/Introduction.htm

SFM FOR REDD: FROM ACRONYMS TO 
IMPLEMENTATION IN THE TROPICS: This ITTO side 
event will be held on 8 December 2007 in Bali, Indonesia, in 
conjunction with the 13th session of the Conference of the 
Parties to the UNFCCC, and will focus on the relationship 
between SFM and the reduction of emissions from tropical 
deforestation. For more information, contact: Hwan Ok Ma, 
ITTO Secretariat; tel: +81-45-223-1110; fax: +81-45-223-1111; 
e-mail: ma@itto.or.jp; internet: http://www.itto.or.jp/live/PageDis
playHandler?pageId=223&id=3616

SUSTAINABLE FOREST MANAGEMENT TO REDUCE 
DEFORESTATION AND FOREST DEGRADATION IN 
THE TROPICS: This side event, organized by ITTO, the 
Brazilian Forest Service, and the United Nations University-
Institute of Advanced Studies (UNU-IAS) will be held on 
10 December 2007, in Bali, Indonesia, and will provide a 
forum for sharing experiences in enhancing SFM focusing on 
avoided deforestation and conservation of biodiversity. For 
more information, contact: Hwan Ok Ma, ITTO Secretariat; tel: 
+81-45-223-1110; fax: +81-45-223-1111; e-mail: ma@itto.or.jp 
internet: http://www.itto.or.jp/live/PageDisplayHandler?pageId=2
23&id=3642

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE 
FOREST MANAGEMENT AND POVERTY 
ALLEVIATION: ROLES OF TRADITIONAL FOREST-
RELATED KNOWLEDGE: This conference will be held from 
17-20 December 2007, in Kunming, China. Organized by the 
IUFRO, FAO and others, the conference will provide a platform 
for the sharing of information and exchanging experiences 
related to traditional forest-related knowledge (TFRK) in the 
Asia-Pacific region, and will highlight the importance of TFRK 
in achieving the Millennium Development Goals and SFM. For 
more information, contact: Liu Jinlong, Chinese Academy of 
Forestry; tel: +86-10-6288-9691; fax: +86-10-6287-2015; e-mail: 
liujl@caf.ac.cn; internet: http://www.apafri.org/files/2nd_
Announcement_Sustainable_Forest%20Management.pdf

AUSTRALIA-SWITZERLAND REGION-LED 
INITIATIVE ON REGIONAL PROCESSES IN SUPPORT 
OF THE UN FORUM ON FORESTS: This meeting, 
sponsored by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Forestry, Australia, and the Federal Office for the Environment, 
Switzerland, will take place from 28-30 January 2008, in 
Geneva, Switzerland, with the goal of finding practical ways to 
incorporate UNFF work into the existing regional processes. For 
more information, contact: Mick George, Australian Department 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry; tel: +61-2-6272-3356; fax: 
+61-2-6272-4875; e-mail: mick.george@daff.gov.au; internet: 
http://www.daff.gov.au

OLD FORESTS, NEW MANAGEMENT: This 
international scientific conference “Old Forests, New 
Management: Conservation and use of old-growth forests in 
the 21st century” will take place from 17-21 February 2008, 
in Hobart, Tasmania, Australia. For more information, contact 
the conference organizers: tel: +61-3-6224-3773; fax: +61-3- 
6224-3774; e-mail: info@cdesign.com.au; internet: http://www.
cdesign.com.au/oldforests2008/
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16TH SESSION OF THE AFRICAN FORESTRY AND 
WILDLIFE COMMISSION: This meeting will be held 
from 18-21 February 2008, in Khartoum, Sudan. For more 
information, contact: Eduardo Mansur, FAO; e-mail: eduardo.
mansur@fao.org; internet: http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/afwc/
en/

18TH SESSION OF THE NEAR EAST FORESTRY 
COMMISSION: This meeting will be held from 18-21 February 
2008, in Khartoum, Sudan. For more information, contact Pape 
Djiby Koné, FAO: e-mail: djiby.kone@fao.org; internet: 
http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/31112/en/

LINKING FOREST INVENTORY AND 
OPTIMIZATION: This conference will take place from 
1-4 April 2008, in Freising, Germany. It will seek to provide 
a platform for international exchange of knowledge and to 
facilitate a discussion on forest management optimization, 
sustainability assurance, risk modeling, applications of remote 
sensing, and up-to-date collection of terrestrial data. For more 
information, contact: Petra Zeller, Technische Universität 
München; e-mail: Lifo2008@forst.wzw.tum.de; internet: 
http://w3.forst.tu-muenchen.de/~waldbau/lifo2008/index.php 

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON FOREST 
GOVERNANCE AND DECENTRALIZATION IN AFRICA: 
This Country Led Initiative (CLI) in support of UNFF, hosted 
by the Governments of South Africa and Switzerland, will be 
held from 8-11 April 2008, in Durban, South Africa. For more 
information, contact: Jürgen Blaser; tel: +41-31-385-1010; fax: 
+41-31-385-1009; e-mail: foren@intercooperation.ch; internet: 
http://www.intercooperation.ch/projects/p170

22ND SESSION OF ASIA-PACIFIC FORESTRY 
COMMISSION: This meeting will be held in Hanoi, Viet Nam, 
from 21-25 April 2008. For more information, contact: Patrick 
Durst, FAO; e-mail: patrick.durst@fao.org; internet: http://www.
fao.org/forestry/site/30112/en/

16TH SESSION OF THE COMMISSION ON 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT: This meeting will be held 
from 5-16 May 2008, at UN headquarters in New York. The 
review session will focus on agriculture, rural development, 
land, drought, desertification and Africa. For more information, 
contact: DESA Secretariat; tel: +1-212-963-8102; fax: +1-212-
963-4260; e-mail: dsd@un.org; internet: http://www.un.org/esa/
sustdev/csd 

ITTO INTERSESSIONAL MEETING: This meeting 
will be held from 2-5 June 2008, in Accra, Ghana. ITTO 
members will discuss policy work of the organization and make 
recommendations for Council decisions at ITTC-44. For more 
information, contact: ITTO Secretariat; tel: +81-45-223-1110; 
fax: +81-45-223-1111; e-mail: itto@itto.or.jp; internet: 
http://www.itto.or.jp

24TH SESSION OF THE NORTH AMERICAN 
FORESTRY COMMISSION: This meeting will take place 
from 9-12 June 2008, in San Juan, Puerto Rico. For more 
information, contact Douglas Kneeland, FAO; e-mail: douglas.
kneeland@fao.org; internet: http://www.fao.org/forestry/
site/31117/en/

25TH SESSION OF THE LATIN AMERICAN AND 
CARIBBEAN FORESTRY COMMISSION: This meeting 
will take place from 29 September - 3 October 2008 in Quito, 
Ecuador. For further information, contact Carlos Carniero, FAO; 

e-mail: carlos.carneiro@fao.org; internet: http://www.fao.org/
forestry/site/31106/en/

IUCN 4TH WORLD CONSERVATION CONGRESS: 
IUCN’s 4th World Conservation Congress is scheduled to take 
place in Barcelona, Spain, from 5-14 October 2008. The first half 
of the Congress will be the World Conservation Forum, from 6-9 
October. For more information, contact: IUCN; tel: +41-22-999-
0000; fax +41-22-999-0002; e-mail: congress@iucn.org; internet: 
http://www.iucn.org/congress/2008/

34TH SESSION OF THE EUROPEAN FORESTRY 
COMMISSION: This meeting will take place from 20-24 
October 2008, at FAO headquarters in Rome, Italy. For more 
information, contact: Wulf Killmann, FAO; e-mail: wulf.
killmann@fao.org; internet: http://www.fao.org/forestry/
site/31095/en/

ITTC-44: The forty-fourth session of the International 
Tropical Timber Council and associated sessions of the 
committees will be held from 3-8 November 2008, in Yokohama, 
Japan. For more information, contact: ITTO Secretariat; tel: 
+81-45-223-1110; fax: +81-45-223-1111; e-mail: itto@itto.or.jp; 
internet: http://www.itto.or.jp

GLOSSARY
BPF  Bali Partnership Fund
BWP  Biennial Work Programme
C&I  Criteria and Indicators
CBFM Community Based Forest Management
CDM  Kyoto Protocol Clean Development
  Mechanism
CEM  Committee on Economic Information and
  Market Intelligence
CFA  Committee on Finance and Administration
CFC  Common Fund for Commodities
CFI  Committee on Forest Industry
CITES Convention on International Trade in 
  Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
CRF  Committee on Reforestation and Forest
  Management
CSAG Civil Society Advisory Group
EP  Expert Panel
FLEG Forest Law Enforcement and Governance
FLEGT Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and
  Trade
ITTA  International Tropical Timber Agreement
ITTC  International Tropical Timber Council
ITTO  International Tropical Timber Organization
NTFP  Non-Timber Forest Products
REDD Reduction of Greenhouse Gas Emissions
   through Avoiding Deforestation and Forest
  Degradation
SFM  Sustainable Forest Management
TAG  Trade Advisory Group
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on
  Climate Change
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